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Jordan mediates 
In Yemen crisis 

AMMAN (R) — King Hussein 
sent a top envoy to Yemen to 
tty to prevent a North-South 
political crisis tearing the coun- 
try apart. Arab diplomats said 
Sunday. Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker flew to 
Yem en on a brief unpublicised 
- trip Wednesday and held sepa- 
rate meetings with President 
Ah Abdullah Saleh in Sanaa 
and Vice-President Ah Salem 
Al Beedh in Aden, they 
added. Sharif Zeid handed Mr. 
Saleh and Mr. Beedh letters 
from King Hussein urging 
them to show restraint and 
resort to dialogue to resolve 
the worst crisis in three years 
of unity. 

Qatar opens phone 
links to W. Bank 

DOHA (AP) — Qatar 
announced Sunday it was 
opening direct telephone tinks 
. with the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, becom- 
ing the first Arab country in 
the Gulf to do so. The General 
Organisation for Communica- 
tions and Telecommunica- 
tions, in a statement to the 
official Qatar News Agency, 
said the plan would be effec- 
tive immediately. The agency 
quoted an unidentified source 
as saying the measure was 
adopted “out of consideration 
for die i m p o rtance of finking 
Palestinian residents with their 
families” in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. There are an esti- 
mated 35,00 Palestinians 
amonjg the expatriat e, : work •_ 
force m Qatar, which has an“ 
overall population of some 
400,000. * 

U.S. resumes visa 
service in Beirut 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The U.S. 
consulate here resumed a li- 
mited visa service Sunday after 
a nine-year interruption, a 
senior U.S. diplomat said. “It 
is not a full reopening of the 
consular section m Lebanon. It 
is the opening of visa services 
for a limited number of visi- 
tors," said U.S. Charge cT Af- 
fairs Vincent Battle. He said 
he expected some 50,000- 
60,000 Lebanese to benefit 
from the decision. Only 
Lebanese who had obtained 
visas in the past would be 
eligible. Mr. Battle said the 
move was “a first step 1 ’ toward 
the restoration of full consular 
services, which were halted in 
September 19&4 following two 
attacks' on the U.S. embassy. 

Iraq seeks lifting 
of U.N. sanctions 

BAGHDAD <R) — Iraq said 
its high-level talks with United 
Nations officials starting Mon- 
day were aimed at a complete 
lifting of sanctions imposed 
over its conquest of Kuwait. 
Baghdad newspapers said 
General Amir Mohammad 
Rashid, director of Iraq’s 

Military-Industrial Authority, 

would lead the Iraqi side at the 
technical talks in New York to 
pave the way for a visit by 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Am. “It is expected that these 
talks Will be a prelude to poli- 
tical talks to be conducted at 
higher levels next week," they 
said Sunday. 

Israel, Turkey plan 
free trade zone 

TEL AVIV (R) — Isradi 
Foreign Mmfcter.Shimon Peres 
said Sunday Israel and Turkey 
would set up working groups to 
look into establishing a free 
trade kkk. “We agreed to set 
mv'ioint working groups in 
orderto reach that objective, 
Mr. Peres fold Israel’s army 
raeSo -after talks with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Hikmet 
CetSa. Mr. Peres said both 
eoattoics woidd have to ensure 
that a free trade zone between 
them would contradict ex- 
‘ ' r-vrrrvr.*.--' ‘"‘tfc Other 

coantrie*. viut it seems to me 

it has a good chance," he said. 

MfcCetin arrived in Israel on 
Saturday for a three-day visit 
todfcnss bilateral ties and the 
fcfi&fle East peace process. 


PLO: No self-rule 
agreement without 

release of prisoners 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official 
said Sunday the FLO would 
not sign a peace agreement 
with Israel on schedule next 
month unless Israel gave a 
written commitment to free 
thousands of Palestinian de- 
tainees. 

Nabil Shaath, leader of the 
Palestinian team negotiating 
the detailed agreement on 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho, was speaking 
to a news conference after 
three days of discussions 
among 27 Israeli, Palestinian 
and American peace activists. 

“We want the Israeli side to 
release these prisoners as soon 
as possible. I don't think the 
Israeli government should de- 
lay this under any pretext," he 


“Believe me, in December 
this agreement will not be 
signed if we don’t have a writ- 
ten commitment on the release 
of prisoners. I assure yon I will 
not be a party to its signature 
without a full commitment on 
die release of all prisoners,” 
Mr. Shaath said. 


Under a declaration of prin- 
ciples signed by the PLO and 
Israel in September, the Gaza- 
Jericbo agreement is due to be 
signed by Dec. 13. 

Dr. Shaath said the PLO had 
obtained several verbal com- 
mitments from Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
other officials that the release 
would be forthcoming. 

Israel has so far freed some 
600 prisoners detnmerf since 
the Palestinian uprising began 
against Israel in 1987. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Israel held 
only 9,500 Palestinian prison- 
ers. Israel press reports have' 
spoken about 13,000 prisoners 
and detainees and the PLO has 
demanded the release of be- 
tween 12,000 and 13,000. 

Dr. Shaath said the sixth 
round of PLO-Israel talks 
would resume in Cairo on 
Monday and Tuesday in a sec- 
ret location and away of from 
the press to end differences 
over die Israeli withdrawal and 
security arrangements, the 
main obstacles in the negotia- 
tions. 

The PLO-Israel negotia- 
tions, which began in the 


with self-rule plans 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat forged ahead Sunday with 
efforts to set up a Palestinian 
authority in the Israeli- 
occupoed territories, after con- 
demning tire killing of a Jewish 
settler there. 

The Revolutionary Council 
of his Fateh faction ended talks 
here on setting up the interim 
self-rule authority and on pre- 
parations for Monday’s talks 
with Israeli officials in Cairo on 
breaking an impasse over the 
Israeli army’s withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip. 

Fateh has named “action 
commit t ees" to oversee the 
Palestinian takeover for the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
the PLO news agency WAFA 
said. 

Fateh also formally 
approved the peace agreement 
between Israel tad the PLO. It 
was its first meeting since the 
agreement was signed In 
Washington on Sept. 13. 

PLO officials told Reuters 
the committees would oversee 
the transition from Israeli to 
Palestinian control pending 
formation of a Palestinian 
National Authority. 

Israeli troops are to with- 
draw from the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of Jericho 
over a four-month period start- 
ing on Dec. 13. Palestinians 
are also due to gain limited 
self-rule in the rest of the West 
Bank. 

“The coundl issued a deci- 
sion forming action commit- 
tees to execute the urgent 
national missions within the 
building of the Palestinian 
National Authority. They (the 
committees) are to start their 
work immediately," WAFA 
said. 

Preparing to establish law 
and order in the territories, the 
Fateh council, chaired by Mr. 
Arafat, discussed the composi- 
tion of the 19-member interim 
authority and financial 
arrangements for it, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

They said Mr. Arafat would 
head the new body, with Fateh 
members making up nearly 
half of it. It is to begin work in 
January, after the scheduled 
Dec. 13 start of an Israeli 
withdrawal. 

* The Fateh • coundl, which 
began meeting Friday, also dis- 
eased preparations for Mon- 
day's talks in Cairo on the 
scope of the withdrawal from 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 


The talks stalled earlier this 
month when Palestinian offi- 
cials complained the Israelis 
were simply redeploying tbeir 
troops and not withdrawing 
them. 

The Fateh leadership also 
discussed security problems, 
following allegations that a 
high-ranking PLO official, 
Adnan Yassin, spied for Israel. 
He has been detained since 
October. 

The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee, also chaired by Mr. 
Arafat, held a series of parallel 
discussions on the same issues. 

Some participants in the 
Fateh council meeting called 
for more democracy in Palesti- 
nian institutions. 

Mr. Arafat meanwhile play- 
ed down the case of Mr. Yassin 
in an interview published Sun- 
day. 

“The affair was exaggerated 
because it is part of Israel’s 
attempts to infiltrate Palesti- 
nian ranks since the Palestinian 
revolution began," Mr. Arafat 
told the Saudi newspaper A1 
Share AI Awsat. 

“we are vigilant,” Mr. Ara- 
fat said. 

He did not mention the re- 
sults of the investigation into 
the case but said several spies 
had been executed in the past. 

Economic talks 

If the Israel-Palestiman eco- 
nomic summit, which opens in 
Paris on Tuesday, is not suc- 
cessful the whole autonomy 
deal is in danger, Israeli Fi- 
nance Minister Avraham Sho- 
hat said Sunday. 

“I hope this will be the basis 
for economic life between us 
and the Palestinians which is 
essential in order for the peace 
agreement to be successful,” 
Mr. Shohat told a press confer- 
ence. 

“This includes everything 
that is collateral to the daily 
problems of economic life... 
agriculture, industry, taxation, 
imports and investment.” said 
the minister, who will lead a 
delegation in talks with a 
Palestinian team led by PLO 
economic department chief 
Ahmad Koria. 

It is the first meeting of a 
joint committee set up under 
the Sept. 13 autonomy agree- 
ment. 

“Without finishing these 
negotiations in Paris it will be 
very hard ro finish the military 
and civilian negotiations in 
Taba," Mr. Shohat said. 


Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Tate in October, were sus- 
pended two weeks ago after 
the Palestinian delegates 
walked out saying die Israeli 
withdrawal did not go far 
enough. 

But following an Egyptian 
mediation, both sides resumed 
talks in Cairo last Monday and 
announced a breakthrough af- 
ter two days. 

The PLO said Israel agreed 
to cut the number of its troops 
in Gaza in what amounted to a 
withdrawal rather than a rede- 
ployment 

Asked whether there would 
be a meeting between Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat in Cairo before the 
Dec. 13 deadline. Dr. Shaath 
said: 

“I really don't know exactly 
when. I know that they have 
decided they want to meet. 
The whole question is when 
they should be meeting and it 
has to be before the 13th of 
December to iron the Last 
obstacles,” he added. 

Knesset member Abdul 

(Continued on page 3) 

Netanyahu 
under fire 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
opposition Likud Party leader, 
has come under fire from fel- 
low right-wingers for backing 
“slight territorial concessions” 
on the Golan Heights. 

“What a pity the Likud is 
caught up in the euphoria of 
the agreement with the PLO 
and is turning its back on its 
own manifesto and on hun- 
dreds of thousands of its vo- 
ters,” Rafael Eitan, head of 
the far-right Tsomet party, told 
reporters Saturday. 

Golan settlers issued a state- 
ment urging Mr. Netanyahu to 
stick to his party's traditional 
position against yielding any 
territory to Syria on the 
strategic plateau. 

“It's very grave indeed that 
.the head of the movement 
should come out with such an 
announcement,” said Ron 
Nachman, Likud MP and 
mayor of the West Bank settle- 
ment of Ariel. 

Mr. Netanyahu said in a 
television interview on Friday 
night: “If the prime minister 
had spoken of those cosmetic 
changes, those famous cen- 
timetres of which be spoke 
before the elections in refer- 
ring to die Golan, I don’t think 
be would have had any prob- 
lem with me and my party.” 

Before the 1993 elections 
Mr. Rabin said that Israel did 
not have to hang on to every 
centimetre of the Golan and 
only after winning power 
spoke of a partial withdrawal 
in return for “total” peace with 
Damascus. 

HoweveT, two years of nego- 
tiations have stalled over 
Syria's demand for a prior 
Israeli commitment to with- 
draw totally and Israel's de- 
mand for a Syrian pledge to 
agree to foil peace before 
negotiating the scale of with- 
drawal. 

Syrian Defence Minister 
Mustafa Has said Saturday 
Israel was mistaken if it 
thought the Arabs could be 
forced into giving up their land 
and rights and accused it of 
trying to derail the peace pro-, 
cess. 

Addressing a graduation 
ceremony for officers. General 
Tlas said Israel was resorting to 
“manoeuvres, camouflage and 
deception to channel the peace 
process” away from its normal 
course during bilateral Israeli- 
Arab negotiations. 

“Israel harbours illusions if 

(Continued on page 10) 




ms Royal Crown Prince Hassau Sunday plays pob in Zarqa as part of celebrations 

marking His Majesty King Hussein’s birthday 

King Hussein turns 58 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Streets 
throughout Jordan were bede- 
cked with huge portraits of His 
Majesty King Hussein Sunday 
to celebrate the Monarch's 
58th birthday. 

King Hussein spent the 
national holiday at the Aqaba 
Royal Palace overlooking the 
Red Sea with Her Majesty 
Queen Nooc^most of his 11 
children and hjsgrandchildren ■ 

Prince Charles 'of Britain, 
who is touring Arab countries, 
was expected to attend a pri- 
vate birthday party in the even- 
ing at the palace in Aqaba. 


The streets were festively lit 
and buildings swathed in 
photos of the Monarch, while 
television and radio broadcast 
day-long programmes review- 
ing the King’s life and Jorda- 
nian history. 

Newspapers marked the 
occasion with colour photo- 
graphs, their columnists paying 
tribute to the Monarch. 

KBs .Royal Highness- Crown 
Prince Hassan joined Zarqa 
citizens in celebrating King 
Hussein's birthday. He re- 
ceived congratulations from 
representatives of the various 


associations and youth lead- 
erships on the occasion. 

. Addressing youth lead- 
erships, Prince Hassan urged 
them to take part in the prepa- 
ration of studies on unemploy- 
ment and other social prob- 
lems. 

Prince Hassan escorted the 
youth leaders to Prince Abdul- 
lah Battalion, where they took 
part in the battahon's celebra- 
tions. 

The Crown Prince also took 
part in a polo match held at the 
battalion’s field to mark the 


Arafat, in birthday wishes to King, 
restates confederation concept 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat said the Palestinians still 
want to join Jordan in a con- 
federation state after the 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied territories, the 
Palestinian news agency 
WAFA reported Sunday. 

The agency said Mr. Arafat 
expressed the desire in a cable 
sent to King Hussein on bis 
birthday Sunday. 

“Our goal ... is to reach a 
confederation with Jordan 
according to the free choice of 
our two brotherly peoples,” 
Mr. Arafat said in the cable. 


He was quoted as saying that 
such a confederation could 
only be possible after the 
Palestinians “regain their 
national rights and set up their 
independent national state.” 

The PLO chairman has repe- 
atedly said Palestinians’ ulti- 
mate goal is a confederation 
with Jordan. 

King Hussein has been cau- 
tious about the PLO sugges- 
tion and in the past he saidthar 
such a confederation is only 
possible when the Palestinians 
can freely choose it after they 
gain sovereignty in the lands 
where they live. Jordanians 
also have to decide on the 
issue, be has said. 


However, this is the first 
time Mr. Arafat has made the 
remark since the PLO signed 
its self-rale accord with Israel 
in Washington on Sept. 13. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said King Hussein Sun- 
day sent a cable to Mr. Arafat 
expressing his good wishes on 
■the fifth anniversary of dec- 
laration of Palestinian inde- 
pendence. 

The King wished Mr. Arafat 
continued health and happi- 
ness and for the Palestinian 
people the fulfilment of their 
aspiration. 

On Nov. 14, 1988, the Pales- 
tine National Coundl declared 
Palestinian independence. 


8 centrist deputies-elect 
form Lower House coalition 


By Mariam M. Sbahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Three right-of- 
| centre political parties which 
won eight seats in last week’s 
parliamentary elections have 
joined hands to form a coali- 
tion in the . Lower House, 
party officials said Sunday. 

Mijhem Khreisha, 
secretary-general of the Jor- 
dan National Alliance 
(JNA), said the coalition 
aimed to broaden its base to 
have as many as 22 members 
in the 80-member House by 
early December. 

Jordan’s 12th Parliament, 
elected on Nov. 8, is ex- 
pected to be called to session 
on Nov. 23. 

. The three parties in the 
coalition, the second known 
bloc in the House, are the Al 
Yakatha party led by Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh, Al Watan 
beaded by Akef Al Fayez and 
the JNA. Yakatha and Al 
Watan won two seats each 
and the JNA won four in the 
elections. 

In addition, the Party for 
Progress and Justice (PPJ), 
which did not win any seat is 
also part of the coalition, Mr. 
Kreisha told ahe Jordan 
Times. 

The four parties are mem- 


bers of an alliance called Jor- 
dan National Front, formed 
shortly after the parties were 
licensed following the enact- 
ment of the Political Parties 
Law in September 1992. 

The House coalition wiD be 
known as the “JNF Par- 
liamentary Bloc.” 

Yakatha party deputies- 
elect are Mr. Rawabdeh, who 
won an Irbid seat, and Ibra- 
him Samara, who won a 
Ramtha and Beni Kenana 
seat. 

Al Watan deputies-elect 
are founding member 
Mohammad Thuwaieb (Am- 
man’s Second District) and 
Fayyad Jarrar (Zarka). 

Both deputy-elects are ori- 
ginally West Bank Jordanians 
whose electoral base is tribal' 
Palestinian. Mr. Thuwaieb 
belongs to the Ta’amre tribe 
from the Bethlehem area and 
Mr. Jarrar was the rural tribal 
candidate of several Jenin 
clans who have settled in (he 
Zarka area. 

The JNA’s deputies-elect 
are Nawaf Al Qadi from the 
Northern Bedouin district, 
Jamal Khreisha from the 
Central Bedouin district, 
Mohammad Najjad from the 
South Bedouin district and 
Isbak Farah A] Azzaizat from 


the Sixth District of Amman. 

Mijhem Khreisha said that 
the success of the JNA's 
candidates will encourage 
other deputies to join and as 
many as nine deputies-elect 
have already .been 
approached to join the coali- 
tion in Parliament. 

If the bloc is successful in 
enlisting 20 deputies, it is 
likely to be a reckon able 
force in Parliament and will 
have a good chance of getting 
one of its members elected as 
House speaker or of securing 
cabinet posts. 

The parties that have been 
approached are Al Mustak- 
tel, the Unionists and the 
United Arab Democratic 
Party known by its Arabic 
acronym Waed as well as 
Abdul Hadi Majali’s Al Ahd. 

None of those four has 
agreed to the terms of coali- 
tion thus fer. 

Over the next year the JNF 
hopes to marge into one par- 
ty. In the meantime, the cur- 
rent party secretaries general 
will take three-month turns m 
heading the front. “Then all 
secretaries-general will resign 
and a party congress will be 
held where a united executive 
committee will be chosen,” 
Mr. Khreisha said. 


By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein is expected to 
name the 40 members of the 
Upper House of Parliament 
(Senate) this week and con- 
vene the 12th Parliament to 
session on Nov. 23, informed 
official sources said Sunday. 

The sources said a govern- 
ment change or a reshuffle of 
the present government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Al Majali was also expected, 
but they could not say 
whether the cabinet change 
would precede the convening 
of Parliament. 

In recent press comments, 
the King has said no decision 
has been made whether a 
new government will be 
appointed or some changes 
could be made in the present 
Majali cabinet, which took 
office in May. 

However, indications so 
far are that the changes could 
be limited to a cabinet reshuf- 
fle to bring in new blood into 
the government to accelerate 
the government's economic 
planning. 

The beginning of the four- 
month regular session of the 
legislature — the Senate and 
the 80-member Lower House 
elected on Nov. 8 — was 
brought forward from a Dec. 

1 date expected earlier so 
that there will be enough 
time for the lawmakers to 
debate a vote of confidence 
in the government and the 
1994 fiscal -budget before 
Dec. 31, 1993, they said. 

“It is logical that Parlia- 
ment wifi not be asked to 
discuss the budget and then a 
vote of confidence in the 
government,” said an expert 
on parliamentary affairs. “Of 
course, a parliament vote on 
the budget could a&> be con- 
sidered as a vote of confi- 
dence on the government, 
but it is unlikely .that such a 
combination will be made." 

In his traditional Speech 
from the Throne opening 
Parliament in a joint session 
of the two houses of Parlia- 
ment, the King is expected to 
outline government policies 
and reaffirm Jordan’s com- 
mitment to the quest for a 
negotiated settlement with 
Israel as well as economic 
reforms stipulated under an 
agreement with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The setback in strength 
that the hardline Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF), the politic- 
al arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, and leftist 
groups suffered in the Nov. 8 
elections and the victory of 
pro-establishment figures, in- 
cluding tribal leaders, are 
widely seen as having freed 
the government hand in pur- 
suing peace talks with tend 
and ensuring parliamentary 
support for any accord 
reached with the Jewish 
state. 

The Islamist deputies in 
the outgoing Parliament, sup- 
ported by some of the leftists, 
were vociferous opponents of 
the peace process as well as 
the IMF-prescribed economic 
reforms. They had a collec- 
tive strength of up to 35 votes 
— enough to dominate the 
House, given the absentee 
record of other deputies. 

This time around, the IAF, 
which took over from the 
Brotherhood as the main- 
stream Islamist group m Par- 
liament, has 16 seats, com- 
pared with the 22 the 
Brotherhood had in the 11th 
Parliament. In addition, it 
can hope for the support of 
two other Brotherhood 
candidates who ran and won 
outside the IAF ticket and up 
to five independent Islamists 
and five leftist deputies on an 
issue-by-issue basis. 

That works out to less. than 
30 total votes; enough to 
make their voices heard and 
not enough to pass or block 
legislation. 

(Continued on page 10) 









Middle East News 


Qadhafi praises Clinton, 
but maintains defiance 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Muammar Qadhafi, in a 
tngzcdne interview, called Pres- 
ident Bill Qinton M a brighten- 
ing star in tbe Western hemis- 
phere." Nevertheless, die Li- 
byan leader expressed defiance 
of Western pressure to turn 
over two Libyan agents wanted 
in the bombing of Pan Am 
Flight 103. 

While sometimes appearing 
to make a bid for better rela- 
tions with Mr. Clinton's gov- 
ernment, Colonel Qadhafi said 
in the interview in Middle East 
Insight that the two should be 
tried in Libya. 

Tbe interview was in the 
magazine’s issue released Sun- 
day. - 

Talking of U.S. hostility to 
Libya, particularly the 1986 air 
raid ordered by President 
Ronald Reagan in which the 
Libyans say Col Qadhafi’s 
adopted daughter was killed, 
foe Libyan leader said: “Now 
Qinton is here, threatening 
with his fleet. 1 must say that 
vou meet people that you like, 
but have to fight.” 

ButTSe also said Mr. Clinton 
“is not aggressive, he tends to 
be a peace-loving person.” 

“He is like a brightening star 
in the Western hemisphere 
which is foil of darkness as far 
as we are concerned," Oil. 
Qadhafi said. 

He added: “I hope Clinton 
will not make a mistake and 
.order the bombing of Libya.” 

Col. Qadhafi expressed de- 
fiance of threatened sanctions 
If the two Libyans are not 
turned over to stand trial for 
die December 1988 bombing, 
which. killed 27Q people. 

“Intimidation does not 
alarm us," be said in Tripoli, 
three days after the U.N. 
Security Council on Thursday 
tightened sanctions against 
Libya for refusing to hand over 
die Lockerbie suspects. 

“The West wants tbe sus- 
pects to appear before a court 
of law which is unacceptable," 
■Col. Qadhafi said. “We have 
courts of law in our own coun- 
try. Whoever has any evidence 


may come to Libya and present 
it, and whoever is found guilty 
will be punished." 

Asked by George Nader, 
editor of the Washington 
magazine, what effect the sanc- 
tions would have on Libya, 
Col. Qadhafi said the measures 
were not related to Lockerbie. 

He said they “are part of the 
imperialist policy against the 
developing countries around 
the world, in particular the 
Arab countries,” 

“We are not. prepared to 
offer concession like those 
agreed to by the Iraqis,” Col. 
Qadhafi said. “We have no 
confidence in the' West. Once 
you make concessions, they 
demand more.” 

The latest Security Council 
resolution, effective Dec. 1 un- 
less Libya turns over the sus- 
pects, would freeze Libyan 
assets abroad and ban the sale 
of some oil equipment. It ex- 
pands an air and arms embargo 
in effect since April 1992. 

Col. Qadhafi repeated 
Libya's offer to negotiate with 
the United States or the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Libya denied Saturday it had 
decided to dose its land bor- 
ders with Egypt and Tunisia 
for three days to protest tbe 
new U.N. sanctions, but said 
sit-ins were staged at border 
posts with those countries. 

A foreign ministry official 
said reports of the border do- 
sores were “without founda- 
tion.” 

Earlier, Egyptian offidals at 
the Salum border post told 
AFP Libya had dedded to shut 
off its borders with Egypt and 
Tunisia starting from midnight 
(2200 GMT) Saturday and had 
been informed of rt by tbe 
Libyan authorities. 

Meanwhile, travellers from 
Libya arriving in Salum said 
thousands of Libyans had 
started gathering on the coun- 
try's borders, notably at 
Musaid, to demonstrate 
against the sanctions. 

Tbe demonstrators chanted 
slogans denouncing “U.S. im- 
peraflism" and “Western col- 


onialism.” 

Algiers Radio also said 
Libya has dosing its borders 
with Egypt and Tunisia for 
three days. 

“Libya has dedded to close 
its Land frontiers with Egypt 
and Tunisia for three days... 
from midnight,” the radio said. 

Libya also shares land bor- 
ders with Algeria, Sudan, 
Chad and Niger but these are 
in the desert. Access to the 
main cities of Tripoli and Ban- 
ghazi is through Tunisia to the 
west and Egypt to the east. ■ 

Libya *s JANA news agency 
said demonstrators in Sirte, 
400 kilometres east of the 
capital, protested on Saturday 
against the new sanctions. 

They chanted angry slogans 
condemning the “policy of 
threats and ultimatums by tbe 
West.” JANA said. It gave no 
other details. 

r 

QIC condemns sanctions 


U.S. troops back on streets of 
Mogadishu soon- spokesman 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — hunting him since Oct. 3, the capital. 

U.S. troops are to return to the although a price of $25,000, set However, the SNA said it 


“within the next week or two” 
after being confined to their 
-bases for more than a month 
following clashes which killed 
18 Americans, a U.S. military 
spkesman said here Sunday. 

The spokesman. Colonel 
Steve Rausch, declined to say 
what type of intervention the 
troops would undertake, com- 
menting that he preferred not 
to reveal plans being worked 
out. 

But their task essentially 
would be to make sure roads in 
the capital were dear sfc that 
humanitarian aid could get 
through. 

In principle, U.S. forces 
would not participate in search 
operations for arms. Col. 
Rausch said. 

Their return would be pre- 
ceded by a campaign to inform 
the population, and rival dans 
here would receive adequate 
notification. Leaflets would be 
distributed and announce- 
ments made over loudspeak- 
ers. “We want our intentions 
completely understood," he 
said. 

U.S. soldiers have been off 
the streets of Mogadishu since 
fierce dashes on Oct. 3 with 
General Mohammad Farah 
Ai deed’s militia left 18 Amer- 
icans dead. 

A ceasefire is in force be- 
tween the warlord and U.S. 
forces, who have not been 


on his bead. 

When the Americans 
announced early this month 
that U.S. patrols would resume 
shortly, Gen. Aideed de- 
nounced it as a “provocation.” 


He claimed the city was 
“calm” and “no roads cut.” 


“Under these circumstances, 
we see no reason for the de- 
ployment of troops in Moga- 
dishu,” he added. 

Col. Rausch said some of the 
forces would start to pull out 
some time before the end of 
December. 

“Within a month’s time 
plans will have to be com- 
plete,” he said, adding, “we 
intend to maintain our capabil- 
ity right to tbe end.” 

The final pullout is to be 
completed by March 31, under 
plans already announced by 
U.S. President Bill Qinton. 

The Americans have 7,450 
troops on tbe ground and 8,600 
on Ships off Mogadishu. 

The Mogadishu security 
committee would meet again 
on Monday, Col. Rausch 
added. 

The panel groups repre- 
sentatives of the U.S. armed 
forces, the U.N. Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM), Gen. 
Aideed's Somali National 
Alliance (SNA), and the Un- 
ited Somali Congress (USC) of 
his rival Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad. who dominates north of 


meeting. 

The SNA has refused to 
negotiate with UNOSOM as 
long as it maintains its arrest 
warrant against Gen. Aideed 
and has not freed 43 Somalis 
held by U.N. forces. 

Col. Rausch said: “We are 
hopeful that they (will) change!* 
their mind... March 31 is 
approaching and there is stiU a 
lot of work to do.” , 

Meanwhile in Bonn, Ger- 
man newspapers said Sunday 
that Defence Minister Volker 
Ruche and Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel were openly at 
loggerheads over the details of 
German troops' withdrawal 
from Belet Uen in northern 
Somalia. 

Mr. Ruehe complained that 
German forces serving under 
the United Nations in Somalia 
would be unable to carry out 
their mission once the Amer- 
icans had left. 

The newspapres quoted Mr. 
Ruche as saying the 1,700 Ger- 
man peacekeepers in Belet 
Uen would be unable to get 
supplies, which are sent to 
them by the Americans. 

The Germans were already 
having to ration fuel, according 
to reports in Bild am Sonntag 
and Welt am Sonntag news- 
papers. 

Mr. Kinkel, however, 
wanted the Germans to stay 
longer in Somalia. 



RELATIVE PEACE: Somali children play on a Mohammad Farah Aideed and US. troops; 18 
U.N. armoured personnel carrier Sunday near American soldiers died in the fighting (AFP 
tbe Bakara Market .The APC was destroyed Oct. photo) 

3 during a firefighi between forces loyal to 


The Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC), the Muslim 
World's political umbrella/ 
Sunday denounced the tighten- 
ing of U.N. sanctions against 
Libya. 

OIC Secretary-General 
Hamad A1 Gabid, in a state- 
ment, said they were “unjusti- 
fied, particularly as tbe govern- 
ment of Libya has extended 
full cooperation to resolve the 
issue by peaceful means.” 

The statement said new 
sanctions would “cause im- 
mense suffering to the inno- 
cent Libyan people.” 

Mr. Gabtd's statement said 
the OIC had asked the U.N. 
Security Council to take 
account of Libyan compromise 
proposals, adding that the OIC 
was committed to a peaceful 
solution of the Lockerbie dis- 
pute through negotiation. 

It stressed that the OICs 51 
member nations, which include 
Libya, are committed to com- 
bating the “pernicious ptae- 
.oomenon of international ter- 
rorism and have strongly con- 
demned the loss of life result- 
ing from the Lockerbie disas- 
ter.” 


Time for Arab Israeli 
minister — Darawsheh 


CAIRO (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin must 
appoint an Arab minister to 
the Jewish state’s government, 
an Arab-Israeli leader said 
Saturday. 

“It is time for an Arab minis- 
ter. If he refuses, that is his 
responsibility,” Abdul Wahab 
A1 Darawsheh told Reuters. 

Mr. Darawsheh, whose 
Arab Democratic Party (ADP) 
holds two seats in the Israeli 
parliament, said the party 
would withdraw its support for 
tbe government if Mr. Rabin 
failed to do so by the end of the 
month. 

“He refuses just because of 
fascism,” be added. 

Mr. Rabin's coalition holds a 
61-59 majority in the Knesset. 

Mr. Darawsheh ’s threat 
shows tbe growing confidence 
of Israel's 800,000 Arab 
citizens who, after decades on 
the sidelines, are forging a role 
in politics as Israel and other 
Arabs strive to make peace. 

Mr. Darawsheh, 50, has' 
emerged as a significant figure 


while his main rivals for lead- 
ership of the Arab community. 
18 per cent of Israel’s popula- 
tion, are failing. 

The ADP, now the only 
serious all-Arab party after the 
Progressive List for Peace 
failed to win any Knesset seats 
last year, consolidated its hold 
in local politics in elections last 
week and now controls over 20 
municipal councils in Israel. 

Four Arab Israelis sit in par- 
liament for Jewish parties and 
two mote for the joint Arab- 
Jewish Democratic Front for 
Peace and Equality, the rem- 
nants of Israel's Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Rabin, battling to win 
public approval for his Septem- 
ber peace deal with the Pales-, 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), has also been negotiat- 
ing for support from tbe reli- 
gious Jewish party Sbas and is 
known to prefer Jewish rather 
titan Arab support. 

Mr. Darawsheh, a former 
civil servant from the Nazareth 
area, broke from the Labour 



Abdul Wahab 
Al Darawsheh 


Party in 1988 to form tbe ADP. 

“There is no tension in rela- 
tions between Israeli Arabs 
and Jews but no affection, 
either," he said. “There has 
been some progress but we still 
have a long way to go. 

“In general, younger Israelis 
are more, not less anti-Arab. 
That's why we need peace 


quickly to change attitudes be- 
fore it’s too late.” 


Dutchmen 
wrote final 
diary' Before 
Saharacteath 


Algerian suspect protests 
house arrest in France 


ALGIERS (R) — Two Dutch- 
men who vanished in the 
Sahara desert have been found 
dead beside their burnt-out 
vehicle with a diary recording 
their last words as they 
perished of thirst, Algeria’s 
official APS news agency said. 

APS did not name the men 
but said they were two Dutch 
tourists aged 24 who went misu- 
sing on July 25. 

They were likely to be Peter 
Teggelaar and Mark Gilsing, 
two Dutchmen of that age 
whom the Dutch embassy has 
been seeking since they dis- 
appeared on that date in the 
desert in southern Algeria. 

The gendarmerie, quoted by 
APS, said tbe two decomposed 
bodies had been found 180 
kilometres southeast of 
Tamanrasset on Thursday. 

"Gendarmes found a 
notebook-diary there main- 
tained by the two tourists 
which gave details of their 
adventure and the start of their 
death,” the agency said. 

It said the two were found 40 
kilometres off the main track 
leading towards the frontier 
post of In-Guezzam on the 
border with Niger. 

“The bodies of these two 
Dutchmen were half-buried 
near their Peugeot 505 vehi- 
cle,” it added. 

“Initial inquiries showed the 
wandered from the track head- 
ing to In-Gue 2 zam and broke 
down in an isolated part of the 
desert. 


TOULOUSE, France (AFP) 
— Tbe head of an Algerian 
group close to Algeria's ban- 
ned fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) pledged 
late Saturday to appeal against 
an interior ministry order plac- 
ing him under house arrest. 

Djaffar Al Houari, 37, presi- 
dent of the Algerian Brother- 
hood in France (FAF), told 
AFP the claim that he gave 
backing to "terrorist” activi- 
ties, which he said was behind 
his detention earlier Saturday, 
was unjustified and unaccept- 
able. 

Speaking by telephone from 
his place of detention near 
Foix in southwestern France, 
Mr. Houari said he had in- 
structed his lawyer Jacques 
Verges to appeal against the 
ministry's ruling. 

Mr. Houari, whose Paris 
home was searched by author- 
ities at the time of his arrest, 
admitted he bad received by 
fax from England “a general 
information sheet, notably 
containing an account of milit- 
ary operations in Algeria." 

But he stressed he did nor 
know the authors of the sheet. 

A summary of fax messages 
received by him, including the 
English fax number, was found 
during the search of his premis- 
es, Mr. Houari said. 

But he said his fax and tele- 
phone number were in tbe 
public domain and “anyone 
can get hold of it." 

Mr. Houari was among 88 
suspected Algerian fun- 
damentalists detained in a 
nationwide police crackdown 
Tuesday in apparent reprisal 
for Muslim fundamentalist 


threats against French nation- 
als in Algeria. 

But he told AFP: “The FIS 
has never said it was necessary 
to attack foreigners in Algeria, 
in France or elsewhere. 

“Other people launched that 
appeal. The FIS is... the legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Algerian people. It is not in its 
interests to attack foreigners.” 

The Algerian Brotherhood 
was registered with French 
police in January 1991. But last 
June authorities banned two of 
its publications because of 
their “violently anti-Western 
and anti-French” language. 

Mr. Houari, who has been in 
France for five years and has 
studied mathematics, was in- 
itially detained in the Paris 
suburb of Antony ; 

His arrest came hours after 
three leading suspected fun- 
damentalists, Monssa 
Kraouche, 34, Abdnl Haq 
. Boujaadar, 32, and Larbi Bed- 
diaf, were charged with crimin- 
al association in connection 
with “terrorist” activities by 
investigating Judge Roger le 
Loire. 

Mr. Kraouche, who was also 
detained in a Paris suburb and 
remains in custody, is a spokes- 
man for the FAF. He is ac- 
cused of having been “a special 
contact for Rabah Kebir,” 
head of the overseas branch of 
RS and a refugee in Germany. 

Investigators said they found 
a copy of a letter at Mr. 
Kraouche ’s home in which tbe 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 
claimed responsibility for tbe 
kidnapping of three French 
consular offidals in Algeria on 
Oct. 24. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran denies producing missiles with Syria 


DUBAI (R) — Iran Saturday denied a London newspaper 
report that it was working jointly with Syria to produce cruise 
missiles. "Despite enjoying good political relations, Iran and 
Syria have never had any joint plan to produce sophisticated 
cruise missiles,” the official Iranian IRNA news agency said, 
quoting a Defence Ministry source. The Times newspaper said 
Friday the two countries aimed to build a missile capable of 
carrying a nuclear or chemical warhead. The reports surfaced 
from an international aerospace exhibition in Petau. it said. 
IRNA’s source also said allegations that Iran had agreed to 
finance production of Said missies by North Korea were 
baseless. “Such unfounded claims are raised by Western 
media in line with the political gains of thdj respective 
governments,” it said. Iran, which has uneasy-relatious'witix 
neighbouring Iraq as well as Israel and the United States,, has 
strong political ties with Syria. 


New Chad government named 


NDJAMENA (AFP) — Chad’s new prime minister, Dehva 
Kassire Koumakoyc, announced the make-up of his new 
government Saturday, government radio reported. Mr. Kas- 
sire Koumakoye, who took office Wednesday after his election 
by the transitional parliament, named 10 members of the 
administration of forma* Premier Fidel Moungar to his new 
government. Formerly justice minister, Mr. Kassire Kouma- 
koye was elected last Saturday by the parliament, which late 
last month passed a vote of censure against the previous 
government led since April by Mr.Moungar. Tbe new govern- 
ment list comprises 16 posts, in line with recommendations of 
a sovereign national conference held between January and 


April to determine the Central African country’s future. Four 
of the 10 retained ministers change their post. Former Defence 
Minister Loum Hinassou Laina becomes justice minister. 
Deputy Secretary of the Government Mamadou Regui becom- 
es a minister attached to the president's office. Trade Minister 
Abdnl Ramane Izzo takes on responsibility for the economy 
and tourism, and Communications Minister Mabamat Saleh 
Alabo moves to the public health portfolio. Mr. Kassire 
Konmakoye was a contender for the top government post in 
April but lost out to Mr. Moungar before becoming justice 
minister in his government. Hie new premier will be charged 
with running the country and overseeing the build-up to 
Sections in 1994. - 


Israel to launch massive Dead Sea scrolls campaign 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel is launching an extensive search for 
Dead Sea scrolls in the caves of the desen before the area is 
handed to the Palestinians in a possible peace agreement, 
offidals confirmed Saturday. Oma Hess, spokeswoman for 
die Israel antiquities authority, said archaeologists were to 
begin their survey Sunday, but she would not provide further 
details. An archeologist, who spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity, said dozens of colleagues would participate, and that some 
of them had taken rock-climbing classes in preparation. Israel 
Radio said there would be 19 teams, and some practised being 
lowered from helicopters into caves. Winter rains can set off 
flash floods in the desert and turn it into treacherous territory. 
The scrolls were found in caves near the Dead Sea over a 
10-year period starting in 1947. The ancient documents include 
poetry and legal texts as well as books of tbe Bible. Scholars 
believe the scrolls can shed light on ancient Jewish sects as well 
as groups that may have influenced early Christian thought. 
Sunday’s campaign was to start in die area of Qumran, toe site 
of some of the original finds, as well as nearby caves. 


Iraq rebuilds Intelligence headquarters 


NICOSIA (AP) — Saddam Hussein on Saturday praised die 
workers who rebuilt Baghdad’s intelligence headquarters, 
destroyed by U.S. missiles 4 V4 months ago, the Iraqi News 
Agency reported. “God is great, long live the mojabedeen,” 
or holy stragglers, the Iraqi president was quoted as saying by 
die agency in a dispatch monitored in Cyprus. Two U.S. 
warships fired 23 Tomahawk missiles at Baghdad on June 27, 
killing at least eight people, in retaliation for an alleged plot by 
Iraq’s intelligence services to assassinate former President 
George Bush in Kuwait. The primary target was the headquar- 
ters of the intelligence service. Iraq claimed four missiles were 
shot down. The Pentagon said three went astray, hitting 
civilian buildings. 


Suspect held lor murder of women In Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AP) — A second Greek Cypriot confessed to 
police Saturday he was involved in the separate murders of a 
Swedish and a Russian woman who disappeared in die 
summer. Police testified in court that Michahs Iacovides, 35, 
confessed that he and Antonis Kitas, 27, a hoodlum known as 
“Al Capone” who is already in police custody, kidnapped the 
two women on different dates in June in the south coast tourist 
■resort of Ayia Napa. Tbe head of the Nicosia criminal 
investigation department, Nathanael Papageorghiou, told toe 
court Iacovides also confessed that he and Kitas raped the 
women before killing them and disposing of the bodies. After 
hearing Papageorghiou, Judge Andonis Uatis ordered Iaco- 
vidcs, who stood impasively in toe dock, to be detained for 
eight days pending toe completion of police investigations. 
The body of the Russian woman, Roxana Liska, 28, who 
worked in a Nicosia cabaret, was found dumped, m a well Oct. 
29. Police were led to the spot by Etas, who started providing 
information on the two missing women in a plea bargaining 
effort following his arrest last month on an unrelated 
attempted murder charge. Etas also told the police he and 
another person be did not name buried the Swedish woman, 
Christine Constant! nides, 27, in the Nicosia municipal garbage, 
dump. Police bulldozers looking for Mrs. Coustantundes’ 
body have shifted tonnes of garbage in the past two weeks. 
Kitas claimed be was not involved in the actual killings* but 
was asked to bury the bodies by other persons who have not 
yet been named by the police, implying the existence of an • 
organised crime syndicate. Tbe case has drawn a lot of media 
attention on this holiday island where violent crime is rare. 
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King receives greetings 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- 



foreign 

of state and senior officials. 

The cables came from the 
leaders of Morocco, Oman, 
Iraq. Egypt, Lebanon, Pales- 
tine, Spain. Bhutan and N. 
Korea. 

The King also received 
cables from the Bahraini 
Crown Prince, the Omani de- 
puty prime minister for secur- 


ity and defence affairs, the 
acting speaker of the Pales- 
tine N. nal Council, and 
the com. iM inder of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Anny in Jor- 
dan. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam A1 Majali and senior 
government officials, heads 
of professional associations, 
tribal chiefs and representa- 
tives of Palestinian refugees 
also cabled the King, congra- 
tulating him on the occasion. 

Meanwhile, as part of the 


occasion. Health Minister 
Abdul Rahim Malhas inaugu- 
rated a health centre at 
Queen Alia International 
Airport. 

Director General of the 
Civil Aviation Authority 
Ahmad Jweiber also inaugu- 
rated the airport's business 
centre at Terminal Two. It 
wiP provide international and 
lot*! communication, fax. 
printing, and photocopying 
facilities. 
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UNICEF catalogue sales 
help fund agency’s work 
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By Katbrine Rath 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With projects in 
128 developing countries the 
United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) is the 
world's largest organisation 
working for the protection, 
development and well-being 
of children. Since its estab- 
lishment in 1946, UNICEF 
has contributed to making 
life healthier and richer for 
children and their mothers in 
poor countries around the 
world. 

UNICEF provides assist- 
ance in the areas of health 
care services, safe water 
supply and sanitation, nutri- 
tion, education and training. 
The organisation encourages 
community-based program- 
mes and cooperates closely 
with national governments as 
well as the residents of the 
concerned communities in 
order to give assistance which 
is fitted to the local needs. 

While having been in Jor- 
dan since 1969, UNICEF has 
expanded its activities greatly 
in tiie last few years. About 
eight years ago, the organisa- 
tion concentrated on im- 
plementing programmes for 
immunisation and diarrhoea! 
diseases. 

Today its activities in the 
Kingdom also indude prog- 
rammes for acute respiratory . 
infections, safe motherhood, 
and nutrition. 

In 1992, a programme for 
elementary malm educatran 
as well as an early childhood 
development programme 
were started. 

In cooperation with Jorda- 
nians, UNICEF is worju'ng 
towards attaining the nation- 
al goals of reducing the infant 
mortality rate from 37 to 18 
deaths per 1,000 live births, 
and the under-five mortality 
rate from 52 to 20; redudng 
maternal mortality from 40 to 
20 per 100,000 live births; 
providing Jordanians with 
the basic knowledge and 
skills needed for healthy liv- 
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The United Nations Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) 1993 card and gifts catalogue 


in^within 1997. 


operation of the UN- 


ICEF programmes is entirely 
dependent on voluntary con- 
tributions from governments, ■ 
non-governmental orgaxrisa- "■ 
tions, corporations and indi- 
viduals. ... 

The greeting aid opera- 
tion, which is launched every 
year in the months before 
Christinas, is the largest fund 
raiser after the donations 
from national governments 
and corporations. The 
income from last year's card 
sales was JD 57,000 in Jordan 
alone and $82.5 million worl- 
dwide. 

The latest UNICEF card 
and gifts collection catalogue 
is now out. I, displays a col- 
ourful variety of greeting 
cards with motifs to tit most 
seasons and occasions, but 
with an emphasis on Christ- 
mas and winter scenes. 


Stationary, T-shirts, mugs 
and toys are also available 
from the catalogue, offered 
as' an assorted selection of 
gift item&. - ' '-' r " 

Although the card sale 
reaches' a peak around 
Christmas, the UNICEF arti- 
cles listed can be bought all 
the year around. 

Those who wish to show 
their appreciation for UN- 
ICEF’s efforts and support 
the organisation in its future 
work are encouraged to buy 
UNICEF cards and gifts. 

UNICEF will have sale 
stands around the Kingdom, 
at large corporations and at 
bazaars taking place in 
November and December. 

The UNICEF articles are 
also available from major su- 
permarkets, hotels and book- 
stores in Amman. 


Embroidery works of 45 Palestinian 
villages, 5,000 women are on display 


- AMMAN (Petra) — A six-day 

* exhibition of Palestinian 
embroideries is on display at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
featuring nearly JD 500,000 

- worth of national costumes and 
other popular and traditional 
embroideries including bags, 
bed sheets, cushions and 

> shawls from the occupied Arab 
. territories. 

Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
A1 Abbadi Saturday opened 
_ the exhibition, which was orga- 
nised by the Inaash A1 Usra 
Charitable Society of Bireh 

* near Ramaltah. 


The exhibition displays the 
works of women in 45 Palesti- 
nian villages in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, according 
to Saeda Abdo, head of a 
committee acting as a liaison 
for the society in Amman. 

Mrs. Abdo said that 5,000 
women, including wives of 
martyrs, mothers of orphans 
and wives of detained Palesti- 
nians prepared die displayed 
items. 

She said that 65 per cent of 
the income for the 5,000 fami- 
lies come from the proceeds of 
activities of the Bireh Charit- 


able Society, adding that the 
society runs several factories 
and dressmaking shops for 
men, women and children's 
wear. 

The society also trains young 
men and women in nursing, 
secretarial and office works 
and other trades to help them 
earn a living. 

Mrs. Abdo said the proceeds 
of this exhibition will also be- 
nefit the needy families in the 
occupied Palestinian lands. 

The exhibition will continue 
until Friday. 


Transport uni on to hold elections next month 

AMMAN (Petra) The General Union of will be held next month. The first election to be 

Workers in Land Transport and Mechanics held on Dec. 8 will be that of the board members 
announced Sunday that elections of board mem- of the union for the Amman area, 
bers of the branch unions in various governorates 


Meteorologist 

expects 

warmer 

temperatures, 

rain 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The cold dry 
weather which affected tbe 
country Saturday and Sunday 
is expected to end today (Mon- 
day) with the advent* of a low 
depression centered west of 
Cyprus, according to the De- 
partment of Meteorology Sun- 
day evening. 

Department spokesman 
Jamal A1 Mousa told the Jor- 
dan Times that the depression, 
accompanied by a humid air 
mass, will affect Jordan along 
with the other countries east of 
the Mediterranean region, 
bringing rain gradually over 
the entire Kingdom starting in 
the north. 

Brisk southwesterly winds 
will accompany the depression 
and the rains, added Mr. 
Mousa. 

He said in the gulf of Aqaba 
it will be dusty and partly 
cloudy, with a chance of scat- 
tered showers. 

The dry cold air mass which 
affected Jordan in the past two 
days, he said, came from the 
eastern European continent. 

Asked about temperatures, 
Mr. Mousa said Monday the 
temperature will rise to 13°C 
but wiD drop to 6°C at night. 

He noted that the tempera- 
ture in Amman Saturday even- 
ing was around 1°C, while in 
Rweished it was -2.5°C and at 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port (QAIA) it registered 
— .5°C. 

According to Mr. Mousa, 
the weather will become war- 
mer Tuesday and Wednesday. 


JSCEP to 
enlighten 
students 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian Society for the Con- 
trol of Environmental Pollu- 
tion (JSCEP) Monday will 
open a training seminar for 
university community college 
and school students on means 
of protecting the environment. 

A statement said that the 
seminar, which will be opened 
by society President Ahmad 
Obeidat, will tackle numerous 
topics related to the environ- 
ment, major pollutants and 
their effects on human life. 
Air, water and soil pollution by 
solid and liquid wastes, in addi- 
tion to the dangers of garbage 
dump sites, will be discussed at 
the seminar to be held at the 
society premises in Amman. 

The discussions, according 
to the statement, will cover the 
pollution of rivers, reservoirs 
behind dams, drinking water 
and water basins from factory 
waste, fumes and other pollu- 
tants. 

It said that the adverse 
effects of desertification, soil 
erosion and the depletion of # 
die .ozone layer will be discus- 
sed along with the role of 
citizens in putting an end to 
such dangers. 

Environmental specialists- 
representing the society and 
universities will deliver lec- 
tures at the seminar, designed 
to further spread awareness 
among the public of environ- 
mental pollution, said the 
statement. 

It said that the participants 
wil be shown documentary 
films on ways of protecting the 
environment or dealing with 
pollution. 

The seminar will be orga- 
nised in cooperation with the 
Friedrich Naumann Founda- 
tion of Germany. 
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The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are adyezd to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

☆ Ait extiuthm by Iraqi artist Fahmi A1 Qaysi at tbe Alia 
.Art Gafiery. 

* Art TWfrft***" by artist Ibrahim A1 Na&ashlM at Baladna 
Art GaBery (Gardens Street!. 

it Art by Iraqi artist Rakan Dabdoeb at Orfali Art 

GaBery (TeL 826932). 

* .Art exhibition by a number of artists at tbe Students Affairs 

TfrentrhtiT at tbe University of Jordan. 

* The Palestinian embroidery exhibit at the Royal Guttural 
Centre (tiafly IteOO a.m--8d)0 pjn.). 

recent paintings by artist Arnsr Khammasb 
at Darat Al Fomin of the Abdul Homeed Shoman Founda- 
tion fa, jabal Lawdbdvh* Abo showing, the permanent 
exhibition f Saturday .Thursday 10:00 sum. to 7:00 p-nu) 
■Cr An by artist Mohammad Al Jaloos at tbe French 


Cultural Centre. 


LECTURES 


•ir Lecture entitled “The Monetary and Financial Aspects in 
Light of tbe Peace March” by Central Bank of Jordan 
Governor Dr. Mohammad Sa’id Al Nabubi at Philadelphia 
Bold at 6:00 pm. 

FILMS 

-fr FHm in French entitled “Omnibus” at the French Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

☆ Film in French entitled “Tote Le Herns” at the French 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

DRAMAS 

☆ Drama in Arabic entitled “Upside Down” at Samir Al 
Rifa'i auditorium at tbe University of Jordan at 3:00 p.m. 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

ir Musical performance at tbe University of Jordan campus 
between 12:00-1400. 


New 10% income tax is levied 
on freight charges on exports 

Transshipments complicate deliveries 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Income 
Tax Department has deman- 
ded that shipping agents in 
the Kingdom pay a 10 per 
cent income tax on the freight 
cost of Jordanian exports, 
Tawfiq Kawai, the chairman 
of the Shipping Agents Asso- 
ciation (SAA) told a group of 
businessmen Saturday even- 
ing. 

Mr. Kawar said he had not 
yet informed the members of 
the association about the tax 
department notice which 
came unexpected only a few 
days ago. He added that a 
meeting for tbe members was 
now needed to discuss bow to 
deal with the new charges. 

“It has to be passed on to 
the shipowner who in turn 
would add it to the freight 
cost paid by the exporter," 
Mr. Kawar pointed out. 

According to 
internationally-accepted 
norms, income is taxed 
wherever it is realised. As 
such, shipping agents in Jor- 
dan are outside toe tax net as 
far as imports into the King- 
dom are concerned. 

Foreign parties involved on 
toe export side are normally 
covered by regulations pre- 
vailing in their countries 
where about a 12 per cent 
“freight tax” is usually 
levied. 

Mr. Kawar explained that 


if freight cost was collected 
here on behalf of a company 
abroad, tbe amount would 
not be taxed and would be 
transferred to toe foreign 
party in full. 

Shipping problems 

Beside the remark on toe 
tax element, Mr. Kawar’s 
address focused on shipping 
problems from the port of 
Aqaba. 

He said that as a result of 
toe continued Aqaba Gulf 
blockade by the U.S.-led 
allied forces and toe inspec- 
tion measures still in force, 
the importance and role of 
the port of Aqaba has been 
marginalised. 

“The regular shipping lines 
have shifted to use tbe ports 
of Jeddah and Port Said as 
transshipment ports where 
goods and containers des- 
tined to Aqaba were being 
unloaded," he said. “The 
cargo is then transported on 
feeder vessels, which are 
easier-to inspect and less cost- 
ly compared to large ships, to 
toe Jordanian port. 

Mr. Kawar noted that 
goods unloaded in Jeddah 
undergo an inspection from 
the Saudi authorities before 
being reloaded for shipping 
to Aqaba-. The Saudi Arabian 
inspection comes after a first 
inspection at toe Straits of 
Tiran. 

Then SAA chairman told 
the businessmen that the 


transshipment procedures 
were causing a prolonged 
period in transit, especially to 
European ports, and he 
advised exporters to check 
the schedule of feeder vessels 
and transshipment ships be- 
fore signing any contract or 
specifying a delivery date. 

Mr. Kawar emphasised 
that toe inspection measures 
were also causing disruptions 
to shipping to east and north 
African countries and pre- 
venting lower freight costs to 
Jordanian exporters despite 
cheaper charges granted to 
other ports in the region. 

Rimon Halteh, an indus- 
trialist engaged in yeast pro- 
duction, told toe audience 
that a consignment of yeast 
export to Sudan was totally 
damaged a few weeks ago 
because of transshipment de- 
lays. 

“It took weeks for the con- 
sign meat to move from 
Aqaba to Jeddah and then to 
the port of destination in 
Sudan. The long journey and 
tbe summer heat rendered 
the yeast worthless,” Mr. 
Halteh said. 

Mr. Kawar said before the 
blockade there were direct 
connections between Aqaba 
and the other ports in toe 
area, but now there are no 
regular shipping lines serving 
the various ports. 

Expanding Aqaba’s role 

Dureid Mahasneh, 


director-general of the Ports 
Corporation, made a brief 
address following Mr.. 
Kawar’s lecture and stressed 
Jordan’s keenness to expand 
Aqaba's role in toe region. 

He said in tbe coming few 
weeks Jordan would reduce 
transshipment charges by 50 
per cent to attract more busi- 
ness through Aqaba Port. 

Dr. Mahasneh, refusing to 
be drawn into political talk, 
said that there would be 
tough competition in the fu- 
ture, but the port which 
would gain prominence in the 
region would be the one 
offering tbe highest quality of 
service and tbe lowest 
charges. 

Noting that Aqaba had a 
very good infrastructure. Dr. 
Mahasneh said the govern- 
ment had been spending mil- 
lions of dinars each year to 
improve various facilities at 
toe port. 

He pointed out that the 
private sector would be given 
large investment opportuni- 
ties in Aqaba next year be- 
cause the government does 
not want to keep full control 
oveT port activities in the 
future. 

Dr. Mahasneh said Gaza 
Port was a long-term project 
which he did not see as a 
competitor to Aqaba. 

“Gaza and Aqaba ports 
will compliment each other," 
he said. 


PLO: Prisoner release a condition for agreement 


(Continued from page 1) 

Wahab Al Drawsheh said after 
meeting Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa the Rabm- 
Arafat meeting would be held 
in the first half of December in 
Cairo. Egyptian radio said it 
would take place at toe end of 
November in Cairo. 

Dr. Shaath said the PLO- 
Israel teams 'would? continue 
their talks in Cairo until they 
reach^an agreement on all 
security SstfSs'&fcfore returning 
to Taba where sub-commitees 
would discuss toe transfer of 
authority, electricity and trans- 
portation. 


‘We came with two small 
groups to Cairo to hammer out 
the basic problems of security 
and withdrawal that had been 
toe reason of toe obstacles. We 
made some progress and we 
will meet tomorrow and I hope 
we will continue to make prog- 
ress,'’ Dr. Shaath said. 

He said he was optimistic 
that toe two sides' would meet 
toe December deadline. “I am 
an optimist by nature and in- 
clination and I -.-till -think we 
ought to do that before Dec. 
13." 

Israel Sunday accepted toe 
FLO’s condemnation of a Jew- 
ish settler’s killing but pressed 


Mr. Arafat to exert more con- 
trol over the occupied territor- 
ies before toe implementation 
of autonomy. 

fri toe West Bank near Nab- 
lus Saturday, soldiers shot and 
killed Eyad Awad, 18, when he 
refused to stop at an anny 
roadblock, toe army said. 

A second Arab was seriously 


mg that Mr. Arafat must rein- 
in toe hardliners especially 
those from Hamas and toe 
Islamic Jihad fundamentalist 
groups which are oppose,, to 
toe Israel-PLO peacemaking. 

"He must force his will on 
everyone, also on the Hamas 
and the Islamic Jihad. This is 
what we expect from him, and 
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injured near Ramqirafr wheif ' toil 5s his testSTBis is how we J? 


shots were fired at his car. 
Israeli media said settlers 
apparently fired at toe Arab, 
irolice said they were investi- 
gating. 

Israeli Police Minister 
Mosbe Shahal told reporters 
after tbe weekly cabinet meet- 


wftt know how the agreement 
wiU progress, and what will b$ 
toff extent bUri? validation oh 
tbe ground,’’ he said. 

On Saturday, Mr. Arafat 
issued a statement denouncing 
toe Oct. 29 killing of Jewish 
settler Haim Mizrachi. 
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AIR FRANCE ANNOUNCES 
THE RESUMPTION OF ITS 3 WEEKLY FLIGHTS 

TO AMMAN 


Following the end of the social dispute that gravely disrupted 
its flights, Air france wishes to extend its apologies to all 
its clients and at the same time confirm that all the company's 
operations are now completely back to normal. 

Air France, like other airlines, has to reduce its costs and 
remain competitive. This is the purpose of the plan adopted by 
the company in its unceasing endeavors to ; seek a financial 
solidity, insure its future, and better serve its clients. 

All of Air France's staff is once again joined to extend to our 
clients the quality of service the company is well renowned for. 
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A legislature in harmony 

WITH THE election of the members of the Lower 
House now behind os, the focus of attention now 
shifts to the Upper House (Senate) whose term ends 
on November 22. There is cause to believe that the 
composition of the Senate will undergo substantial 
changes to reflect the new era which is obviously 
dominated by the making of peace in the Middle 
East and the democratisation proms. Over and 
above fce qualification criteria spelled out in Article 
64 of the Constitution, there are other bases that 
most likely will influence composition of the new 
Upper House. 

On the basis of the proposition that peace in the 
region and pluralistic democracy are the central 
issues that will dominate Jordan’s politics in die 
next four years, the immediate policy decision that 
needs to be made is whether the Kingdom needs to 
stre amline the Senate with Lower House. Given the 
fact that the composition of the chamber of deputies 
appears to be favourable to the pursuit of peace 
talks with Israel, the question that remains to be 
addressed is whether the Senate should be likewise 
constituted in order to be on the same wavelength 
with the Lower House on matters that will figure 
highly on the national agenda. 

There are obviously pros and cons on the policy 
t. Jt calls for having the two Chambers of Parlia- 
ment rin ging basically the same tone. The previous 
Lower House had at least in two occasions differed 
with the Upper House on key issues of legislation, 
something that some maintain has enriched the 
democratic process. Others have argued otherwise 
on the basis that the legislative decision- making 
process was often impeded or frustrated as a result 
of this confrontation. 

Many established democracies have experienced 
a divided body of legislature and have deduced that 
the functions of the two Houses should preferably be 
supplementary rather than complementary. It is the 
nature of upper houses of parliament in most 
countries to make representation of the people and 
their thoughts and sentiments more equitable by 
rectifying the shortcomings of the criteria of one- 
person, one-vote not only in the sense that we have 
adopted in Jordan bat also in the sense that equal 
number of voters would have equal representation. 
That is the basis for the principle of allocating the 
same number of Senate seats to various regions of a 
country irrespective of population size. 

In Jordan, the objectives of the Senate go beyond 
this immediate global criteria but runs in the same 
direction. As the Lower House is constituted of 
several currents but dominated by moderation and 
progressive tendencies, it would seem proper to 
select a senate made up also of different shades of 
opinion but dominated by the same forces that 
control the Lower House. The country needs to 
institutionalise democracy and continue the cam- 
paign for modernisation over and above a just and 
legitimate resolution of the conflict with Israel. This 
much cannot be achieved if the Senate and the 
Lower House are divided on most of the pressing 
national issues. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


fT WOULD not be fair to demand from tbe new deputies in 
Parliament to do more than they can in their handling the 
country's external and domestic affairs, said Khaled Saket, a 
columnist in Al Ra’i Sunday. It is not possible for the deputies, 
during their four-year mandate, to liberate Andalusia from 
Spanish rule, Iskandaroun from Turkish rule or the islands in 
the Gulf from Iranian occupation and finally liberate the 
Palestinian lands from Israeli colonialist rule, said the writer. 
It is neither possible at the moment to demand that the 
deputies arrange for an Arab summit to be held in order to 
unify Arab ranks and lift the sanctions unjustly imposed on 
Iraq, he added. But what is possible and should be done by the 
deputies, he said, is to put the Jordanian House in order and to 
chan reasonable plans for ridding Jordan of problems like 
foreign indebtedness and unemployment. The coming Parlia- 
ment is expected to work out plans in cooperation with the 
executive branch of government to help the Jordanian 
industries and agriculture sector to produce enough products 
to meet the Jordanian people's needs, he added. He said the 
new Parliament is required to deal with the education system 
which is no more catering to the needs of the Jordanian labour 
markets. He added that the new Parliament ought to introduce 
amendments to the present parliamentary system to make it 
more palatable to the public and to encourage more people to 
vote in the coming elections. 

ARAFAT HIJAZI, a columnist in $awt Al Shaab daily, 
criticised Faisal Husseini, head of the Palestinian delegation to 
the negotiations with Israel, for apologising to Israel for the 
kil ing. by Fateh Movement, of an Israeli settler near 
RamaJlah. but failing to convey the Palestinian message to the 
braeli leadership. The writer said that Yitzhak Rabin had 
demanded that the PLO adhere to its deal with Israel, signed 
or. Sept. 13. but failed to contain the Jewish settlers who have 
bc.n carrying out attacks on the Arab people. The Israelis and 
their leadership ought to apologise for the killing of the Arab 
people and the destruction of Arab homes and other property 
carried after the signing of the Washington deal, demanded 
the writer. 


Success of the democratic process depends on 
broad participation, not exclusion of opposition 


By I .amis K. Andoni 


The setback suffered by die 
organised Islamists and not- 
so-organised left in last 
week's general elections is 
expected to make them shift 
their focus in the medium 
term back to grassroot mobi- 
lisation to compensate for 
loss of their weight in the 
Parliament. 

Consequently, the new 
Parliament will cease to be a 
major forum for the opposi- 
tion, prompting the emerg- 
ence of new forms and 
venues for “the protest 
votes”, which has failed to 
carry its candidates to the 
House. 

Strategies in the immediate 
future will essentially take 
the form of a reorganisation 
of parties' structures and 
platforms and an attempt to 
create a broader mass move- 
ment to build up pressure on 
Parliament and tbe executive 
branch. 

Activists from all shades of 
the political spectrum con- 
cede that if the eight leftist 
and pan Arabist groups do 
not seriously consider uni- 
fication of parties with similar 
platforms, the next four years 
will witness the end of these 
parties — in their current 
structure at least — as an 
effective force. 

A potential disintegration 
of the current leftist parlies, 
however, is expected to give 
birth to new groups that will 
emanate from within these 
parties, but with a bigger role 
for the younger generation. 

For if anything, the setback 
of the left and the Islamists in 
the Parliament is not only a 
consequence of the one- 
person, one-vote system, it is 


also a result of the failure of 
parties to assert their role as a 
medium between the state 
and the masses. 

Thus, political parties, par- 
ticularly the secular forces, 
would have to reconsider 
their tactics and their 
strategies and, most signifi- 
cantly, redefine their role. 

After all, while the role of 
the political opposition in the 
clandestine years was dearer, 
and in a way simpler since 
they had mainly to articulate 
protest, tbe era of legalisa- 
tion of political parties de- 
manded detailed and well- 
defined programmes that 
could make them effective in 
the decision-malting process. 

For example, the protest 
expressed by “opposition 
candidates'' against the eco- 
nomic policies and “repres- 
sive” laws were very attrac- 
tive to their constituencies 
four years ago — as they 
represented a will for change 
and aspirations' for broader 
participation. But mere 
opposition has now become 
insufficient without coining 
out with specific demands 
that could improve living 
conditions and affect govern- 
ment decisions. 


Furthermore,' in the last 
four years, even though the 
parties bad succeeded in 
asserting a certain presence 
in Jordan's political system — 
for example they were in- 
cluded in the Royal Commis- 
sion that drafted the National 
Charter which laid down the 
rules for pluralism — they 
had obviously ignored suffi- 
cient grassroot mobilisation. 

Objective reasons, includ- 
ing the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, the Iraqi defeat and 
the start of the Middle East 


peace process — on terms 
widely viewed as dictated by 
tbe U.S. — bad definitely 
shaken the role of the left in 
the Arab World in general 
and should not be underesti- 
mated. But that does not 
deny tbe fact that tbe left and 
pan-Arabists have so far 
failed to adapt to tbe new 
changes — feeding more on 
their past popularity and sta- 
tus than on current achieve- 
ments and/or platforms. 

Furthermore, the fail a re of 
the opposition, leftist and 
rightist alike, to effect fun- 
damental changes in the poli- 
cies and decisions resulting 
from tbe International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) read- 
justment economic program- 
me or the terms for the peace 
process, if not arrest tbe pro- 
cess altogether, has under- 
mined people’s faith in tbe 
role of the parties, and for 
that matter the Parliament, 
to affect tbe decision-making 
process. 

For the opposition has 
practically confined its rejec- 
tion of the IMF programme 
and the terms of tbe peace 
process — - in the case of the 
pan-Arabists and Islamists 
tbe principle of talks with 
Israel — to expressions and 
acts of political posturing. 

As a result, tbe opposition 
' has failed to either bufld up 
popular pressure on the gov- 
ernment to reconsider its 
policies or to put forward 
specific demands or policies 
that could at least minimise 
these policies’ effects on peo- 
ple — as Jordan’s reneging 
on the IMF — set path is 
deemed unrealistic. 

There is no doubt that the 
transition from an era of clan- 
destine activity to one of pub- 


lic exposure is a tough experi- 
ence and test to all groups- 
Suddenly, groups that were 
practically outside the system 
for decades found themselves 
competing from within the 
system. 

But for activists, who were 
alienated for decades, a reen- 
try into tbe system has been a 
complicated and difficult pro- 
cess, both pshycologjcally 
and practically. 

This alienation is equally 
difficult to comprehend by 
those who were not in tbe 
ranks of the opposition. 
Many of tbe activists in their 
thirties, for example, had 
spent years in jail and were 
subjected to travel and work 
bans — a consequence of the 
ban on organised political 
work and the imposition of 
the martial law. 


To reconcile between find- 
ing a place in tbe system, 
without compromising their 
principles, and pursuing their 
role as political activists has 
beeo a tough challenge for 
members of the previously 
banned political opposition. 

The fundamental shift in 
their position — as ideologic- 
al opponents of tbe regime — 
to an opposition from within 
the system — that essentially 
adheres to the constitution 
but seeks to expand the rules 
of the game has also been a 
challenge that the opposition 
has not yet been able to deal 
with. 

The shift has been confus- 
ing for both the activists and 
'their constituencies — for if 
the opposition basically 
accepts the rules of the game 
and is not able to influence 
major government policies, 
the distinction between the 
opposition and the govern- 


ment becomes obscure to the 
point that the party platform 
and ideology loses its mean- 
ing. In fact, tiiis factor, at 
least the conclusion readied 
by a considerable size of the 
leftist constituency, has char- 
acterised the electorate atti- 
tudes throughout the election 
campaign. 

The question in itself, 
underscores three facts: 

— First, that it takes time 
for democratic and pluralistic 
traditions to mature after 
three decades of ban on poli- 
tical parties. 

— Second, that the politic- 
al parties, tbe opposition in 
particular, have not cleariy 
redefined their new position 
in terms of their goals and 
vision. 

— Third, the official atti- 
tude has not changed enough 
to accept tbe new role of the 
opposition — not as enemies 
of the fundamentals of the 
regime but rather as repre- 
sentatives of wider interest 
groups whose demands and 
aspirations should be taken 
into account to ensure -an 
indusxvist system. 

Neither the regime nor the 
opposition can ignore the fact 
that tbe outcome of tbe elec- 
tions did not necessary indi- 
cate a dramatic decline in the 
“protest votes.” 

A purely statistical calcula- 
tion is not very accurate in 
this case, especially that both 
the left and the Islamists had 
relied on tribal affiliations to 
muster enough votes. 

Any reading of the avail- 
able figures, however, dearly 
indicates that the protest vote 
is stronger and broader than 
tbe results have suggested — 
taking into account the votes 
that went to both Islamists 
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and leftists. 

But while the Islamist J 
votes suffered minima] splits, ** 
the pan-Arabm and leftist 
votes were scattered, an in- 
dication of tiie fragmentation 
of tbe Jordanian left 

And even ff (me takes into 
account the argument that 
abstention of many voters re- 
flected an “ahenation of the 
protest votes’*, these absten- 
skus are very idling of the 
opposition’s failure as much 
as a potential apathy result- 
ing from lack of belief in 
change through Parliament. 

In the battle for democra- 
cy, articulation of protest 
through participation in civil 
society institutions is essen- 
tial for the progress of the 
experiment and its consolida- 
tion. A setback for tbe 
opposition in Parliament is 
not necessarily negative if 
other forms of association — 
especially within parties 
themselves — are developed 
enough to provide venues for 
popular participation. Bat 
once the protest vote fails to 
manifest itself in the party 
structures or the Parliament, 
that means that the electoral 
process has succeeded in con- 
taining the opposition instead 
of difusing the seeds of ten- 
sion. 

It is a challenge that both 
die regime — by supporting 
further institutionalisation of 
political freedoms and demo- 
cracy — and tbe patties — by 
maintaining grassroot sup- 
port — will face in the next 
years. For the triumph of the 
democratic process will large- 
ly depend on broadening par- 
ticipation and not the rein- 
forcement of any exdusivist 
structures — through laws 
that undercut the opposition. 
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Palestinian doubts along the road to freedom 


By ffisham Sharabi 

WASHINGTON — Many 
Palestinians, myself included, 
were convinced alter the Sept. 
13 signing in Washington of a 
document outlining the princi- 
ples of peace negotiations with 
Israel that despite its many 
shortcomings, it offered the 
Palestinians a historic oppor- 
tunity not only to end the 
conflict but also to build the 
political structures that might 
lead eventually to an indepen- 
dent state. 

On a recent trip to the West 
Bank and Gaza and Israel. I 
discovered that this optimism 
was not altogether warranted. 

In late September. I was 
invited by BBC television to 
participate with Amos Oz, the 
well-known Israeli novelist and 
peace activist, in filming a 
documentary investigating the 
reaction of Palestinians and 
Israelis to the peace plan. For 
10 days we travelled across 
Israel, the West Bank and . 
Gaza, starting from Jaffa — 
my hometown, which I had iast 
seen in December 1947. 

What struck me most was 
the amazing similarity, in some 
instances almost the mirror- 
image identity, between the 
reactions of Palestinians and 
Israelis to the peace plan. For 
example, almost everyone we 
talked to felt apprehensive ab- 
out the plan, even those who 
supported it. 

Many of those who opposed 


it used arguments similar to the 
ones put forth by those who 
supported it: They attacked 
the-agreeiueni*fbr giving away 
too much, for being vague on 
too many issues, for opr deal- - 
ing directly wnflUWP central 
problems. Only the extremists 
on both sides, though, held fast 
to what might be called a clear- 
cut rejection. 

It was clear that while sup- 
porters were in the majority, 
their position was neither firm 
nor truly monolithic. Almost 
all. including much of the 
opposition, agreed that only 
what happened on the ground, 
what got implemented, would 
serve as a basis for them to 
take an unambiguous stand on 
the agreement. 

Hence the centrality of what 
must be achieved in the interim 
phase of the agreement, espe- 
cially between now and next 
July, when the elections for the 
Palestinian Council are to be 
held. 

Three elements seem deci- 
sive to success in the coming 
period: rapid economic de- 
velopment. flexibility in 
Israel's negotiating stance and 
Palestinian competence in 
dealing with the new situation. 

- Economic support, mainly 
by the Europeans and Japan, 
now seems ensured. Israel's 
attitude to the negotiations, 
however, is still not quite clear. 
The Israelis could complicate 
matters if, for example, they 
dragged their feet on going 


beyond Gaza-Jericbo, ob- 
structing rapid extension of 
Palestinian authority over tbe 
remainder of .tbe. West Bank. 

But it is the last component, 
Palestinian competence, that 
will be decisive for the achieve- 
ment of an acceptable peace. 

Tbe ability to do what is 
required will be tested in four 
major areas: in establishing an 
efficient and financially re- 
sponsible administrative struc- 
ture; in performing profes- 
sionally in the negotiations 
with Israel and on the mixed 
commissions; in building a 
non-partisan Palestinian police 
force capable of maintaining 
law and order; in conducting 
free and democratic elections 
next July. 

Many Palestinians I talked 
to expnssed serious misgivings 
about the ability of the PLO, 
with its history of corruption 
and ineptitude, to handle large 
administrative and financial 
problems. Some raised ques- 
tions about how appointments 
to top positions will be made, 
others about the way the police 
force was being recruited 
(largely from elements outside 
the West Bank and Gaza). 

The greatest concern, 
however, centred on the ques- 
tion of democracy and the role 
of women. Will the coming 
elections allow for political 
opposition, including opposi- 
tion by the Islamic groups (by 
no means all “extremists” or 
unconditionally opposed to the 


agreement)? Will women be 
encouraged to run? 

To my mind the elections 
will probably be the most im- 
portant factor of alL If free and 
democratic elections take 
place, the Palestinians will 
have made a major turn in 
their struggle for self- 
determination and freedom. 
They will have proved that 
they are not only a mature 
people capable of managing 
their own affairs but also a 
people fit to build their own 
democratic state. 

But if elections are for some 
reason “postponed” or, prob- 
ably worse, carried out in a 
manifestly unfree, manipula- 
tive fashion (as a significant 
segment of Palestinians fear, 1 
according to a recently pub- 
lished study by a group of 
political scientists at Biizeit 
University), then the outcome, 
will be failure on all fronts. 

Instead of reaching the max- 
imum that the agreement made 
possible, the Palestinians 
would then find themselves in- 
ternally polarised, no longer 
the centre of international con- 
cern, abandoned by most Arab 
countries, and alone as never 
before under Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

The writer is a history profes- 
sor at Georgetown University 
and chairman of the Centre for 
Policy Analysis on Palestine. 
This article is reprinted from 
Tbe Washington Post. 


. , Russia see main threat from 


U.S 

By Patrick Worsnip 

Reuter 

LONDON — After a 40-year 

nudear stand-off, Moscow and 
Washington are both changing 
their strategic policies to con- 
front not each other but the 
smaller powers they now see as 
the main threat in the post-cold 
war world. 

Unpredictable countries 
with atomic potential — North 
Korea. Iraq and Ukraine 
among them — are the new 
headaches for the established 
nuclear powers. 

Russia's new military doc- 
trine. containing among other 
things new guidelines on nuc- 
lear weapon use. was approved 
tiiis week by President Boris 
Yeltsin. It tries to come to 
grips with Moscow's loss of 
empire following the end of the 
Soviet Union. 

Its approval came just days 
after U.S. Defence Secretary 
Les Aspin ordered a compre- 
hensive review of Washing- 
ton's entire nuclear arms poli- 
cy, expected to be completed 
by next summer. 

On the face of it, the two 
countries’ new policies go in 
1 Afferent directions. 

While Mr. Aspin said he was 


seeking deep cuts in the U.S. 
atomic arsenal — to below 
even the 3,500 warheads by the 
year 2000 set by the START-2 
treaty with Russia — tbe 
Kremlin renounced its II -year- 
old pledge not to be the first to 
use nudear arms. 

In fact the two countries, 
which built up arsenals of over 
10,000 strategic warheads each 
during the cold war, are united 
by the belief that the other 
does not now present the main 
threat. They have smaller fish 
to fry. 

Announdng his nudear re- 
view last week, Mr. Aspin said 
the Soviet threat had subsided 
even though Russia’s arsenal 
still existed. “The new nuclear 
danger stems from the possibil- 
ity of a handful of nudear 
weapons in less reliable 
bands,” he said. 

He identified these as 
“rogue states or terrorist 
groups." Mr. Aspin mentioned 
no names, but suspect number 
one is North Korea, which has 
refused to open nuclear sites to 
international inspection amid 
fears that it may be developing 
atomic weapons. 

The defence secretary dis- 


eased the problem this week 
with officials in Japan and 
South Korea. 


* ‘The two 
countries are 
united by tbe 
belief that tbe 
other does not 
now present 
tbe main 
threat: They 
have smaller 
fish to fry." 


Another potential threat 
comes from Iraq', which was 
working on nudear weapons 
before its defeat in the 1991 
Gulf war. Since then, the Un- 
ited Nations has been des- 
troying Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction but is still not satis- 
fied with t^e nudear data sup- 
plied by Baghdad. 

For Russia, potential foes 
doser to home may have 


prompted Moscow’s decision 
to abandon its no-first-use 
pledge, made by former Soviet 
leader Leonid Brezhnev in. a 
message to tbe United Nations 
in 1982. 

Western diplomats said 
NATO, unable to respond in 
land because of its own re- 
liance on nudear forces to de- 
ter a Warsaw pact convention- 
al attack, had never taken the 
pledge seriously because it was 
not contained in any binding 
document. D 

“The West felt it was a dec- 
laratory statement that could 
be unsaid as easily as it was 
said," one diplomat recalled. 

Paradoxically, there was 
some satisfaction in western 
capitals last week that Russia 
had dropped “a piece of Soviet 
propaganda" and “come round 
to the western way of 
thinking”. 

Some diplomats and analysts 
speculated that Russia’s new 
policy of forswearing use of 
nudear weapons against' non- 
nuclear states may have been 
aimed at Ukraine, which still 
has strategic missiles left over 
from the Soviet period. 
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Ukraine has delayed ratify- 
ing the START treaties and 
joining the Nudear non-Proh'f- 
eration Treaty, and is threaten- 
ing to hang on to its most 
modern missiles, apparently in 
the hope of receiving huge 
financial compensation for gyv- 
ing them up. 

_ "Moscow may be wanting to 
signal to the Ukrainians that if 
they want to become a nuclear 
weapons state, there is a nuc- 
lear threat facing them from 
Russia as well," said Christoph 
Bluth, a German arms control 
analyst 

Other analysts, however, 
suggested that Russia’s proviso 
that it might respond with nuc- 
lear arms to an attack on itself 
or its allies by a non-nuclear 
state allied to a nudear one 
could be directed at NATO 
member Turkey. 

Turkey sympathises with 
Turkic-speaking Azerbaijan in 
ifa conflict with Armenia over 
Nagorno-Karabakh . 

“This i$ a warning to Turkey 

_ hands off the Caucasus ” 
«nd Charles pick of Britain’s 
Sandhurst Military Academy. 
“Turkey is perceived in Mos- 
cow as carrying the flag of 
Islamic fundamentalism into 


the former Soviet Union." 

Most analysts saw a strong •- ... 
element of shadow boxing in T ■'-* i j , 
the entire debate, and saw no ' ; J . 
prospect of nudear weapons \ 1 ' 

being used by Russia or - v . ‘ 
Ukraine, Jet alone the United 
States. ' : 

One irony is that America's .■ ^ 

Aspin is on record as having ' • 
suggested — in a study issued 
in January 1992, a year before 1 fe -'-r 
be became defence secretary V “ 1 .v 
— that the United States , 

should adopt a no-first-use^ • ' --- ^ 
Pledge- - . . r;; 

That prospect now seems -j ' 
remote, given the Russian de- 1 -, V ■„ 
cision to abandon it. ■<- : ’ . 


But Mr. Aspin last week 
made a point snared by hide- : 
pendent analysts that whereas . •: 
during file cold war it was the 
West which relied on nudear : 
weapons to deter conventional ’ *' 
attacks, tbe tables have now 
been turned. - . .O ' 

v "> J, 

“For the United States, nuc* . 
lear weapons were (formerly)’ O ft. . 
the big equaliser," he said. “In '■* \ 
this new world, our convert- 
tionai military strength . is on-. 
matched. But if a potential ■■■ : , 
adversary had nuclear 
weapons, we could turn out to ■ 
be the equaliser." ■ L 
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By Waleed M. Sadi 

Recently the Judical Committee of the Privy Council, the 

* Ct> . a * M appeal of resort- 
t ?J“5 Commonwealth countries, broke new grounds in human 
n £ hts ** decided that prolonged waiting for execution 
JESS? % *2®*.“? inhuman treatment, necessitating the 
abolition of the death sentence and its commutation to life 
imprisonment. This is a landmark decision that went by 
unnoticed. Many countries still apply the death sentence. 

• X. e bro ?$ ht death-row issue before the Privy Council 
in the first place were two Jamaicans called Pratt and Morgan 
conwctwl of crime of the first degree and sentenced to deathin 
1979. The issue was not whether any irregularities took place 
during their trial, but rather thar they have been “waiting" to 
be executed for about fourteen years! 

"Die same rase was under review by an international tribunal 
wndcr a special procedure that allows the reconsideration of 
disastotis of the highest courts of any state which has ratified 
j protocol of the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights (ICCER). The jurisprudence of this quasi 
judicial body has been supportive of the thesis that the long 
time a person condemned to death spends in appealing his 
execution court decision in a bid to thwart it cannot be 


Inhumane death-row phenomenon condemned 


reasonably construed ’ * as cruel and inhuman treatment. In 
[Other words, as long as the waiting time is due to court 
procedures that a felon spends to repeal his or her conviction, 
there can be no cause for alarm from a human rights point of 
view. 


Human Rights 


This legal perspective is especially recognised in the United 
States, and other common law countries where people 
condemned to death delay their executions by all available 
means. The American jurisprudence on this particular issue, 
for example, has been supportive of the attempts by so many 
condemned persons to exhaust all their legal remedies till the 
bitter end. It has never been accepted that a person can 
frustrate the decision of the highest court of his country to put 
him or her to death by simply resorting to legal ploys, or 
legitimate defensive tactics. 

The international tribunal has conceded that unreasonable 
'delays in carrying out the death sentence due to factors that 
can be attributable to state parties’ criminal, procedures or 
practices can lead to a verdict in favour of .repealing the death 
sentence. Delays that are attributable to the victim himself, 


meaning submissions of the various stages of appeals at the 
most stretched out periods, cannot be interpreted as a cause to 
reverse his or her execution court decision. In other words, the 
jurisprudence of the international body has made a distinction 
between delays due to state parties laws and practices and 
delays that are solely due to the victim himself or herself. 

The significance of the Privy Council latest ruling on this 
issue lies in the fact that no distinctions were entertained 
between the two separate sets of delays and their reasons. The 
Privy Council simply ruled out that prolonged delays in 
carrying out the death sentence is cruel and inhuman 
treatment per se, no matter whose fault it is. This is a 
far-reaching decision the legal fallouts of which are bound to 
affect the development of die international jurisprudence on 
the so-called death row phenomenon. 

As" to what amounts to prolonged delays, the London-based 
council decided that more than five years will amount to cruel 
and inhuman treatment. The judges sitting on die bench of the 
Judicial Committee of the council had to give some specific 
guidelines and may have erred in stipulating the five years 
yardstick. This could be an arbitrary measurement because in 
some situations, waiting for three years is more craal than 
waiting for ten years under different conditions. Still the 
learned judges had to make a decision and they ruled that five 
years in the limit that any person condemned to die must wait 


even though the waiting is of his or her own making. 

To me, the dear message in this latest pronouncement on 
the death penalty is that the abolitionist forces in the world’s 
legal profession are gaining strength. In Jordan, this sentiment 
has yet to be shared. Besides, the period between an execution 
judgment and its implementation in this country is never 
stretched out beyond a very limited number of months. This 
speedy implementation of the death sentence may still be 
viewed by some as a grave violation of human rights. Where to 
draw the line between what could be termed as precipitous 
executions on one hand and drawn out ones on the other is 
something that will haunt human rights activists for a long 
time, until the real debate on the death penalty itself is 
resolved one wa y or another. 

The writer is a veteran human rights activist on the interna- 
tional level. He was a member of the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights, the main and central international organ on 
human rights, and its chairman in 1980. Mr. Sadi also saved as 
member and vice chairman of the U.N. Subcommission on the 
Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities. 
Currently he is on die board of the 18-member tribunal that 
monitors the implementation of the Internationa] Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and interprets the meaning of its 
provisions. He will contribute this weekly column on basic 
human rights and developments in the field. 
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West looks set to stick with Yeltsin 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 

LONDON — Western coon- 
tries, which have backed Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin up* 
to the hilt through two years of 
political struggles, look set to 
stick with him desprite claims 
that he is setting himself up as 
a new ‘‘tsar’’. 

Mr. Yeltsin's opponents 
have charged that a new draft 
constitution published this 
week gives him near-dictatorial 
powers and that rules for par- 
liamentary elections on Dec. 
12 will ensure that opposition 
parties get nowhere. 

But so far the allegations 
have cut little ice in western 
capitals, where support for Mr. 
Yeltsin remains overwhelming* 
The European Community 
(EC) has chosen help for the 
Russian elections as one of two 
“joint actions” — the other is 
humanitarian aid to Bosnia — 
under its new common foreign 
and security policy which came 
into force on Nov. 1. 

EC countries will send 
observers to monitor the polls 
and would clearly be embarras- 
sed if the elections turned out 
to be fraudulent. But western 
diplomats said nothing that 
had happened so far was likely - 


to lead them to that conclu- 
sion. 

“Frankly, 
have to be 


think it would 
pretty flagrant 
attempt to corner the market 
that would lead them to say 
these elections are not being 
conducted in a free and fair 
way,” one diplomat said. 

The new .draft constitution 
which, experts agree, greatly 
expands tbe powers of the 
president at the expense of 
parliament, is also being 
viewed in relaxed fashion in 
the West. 

“It seems to make for a 
strong presidential republic, 
which is not in itself anti-demo- 
cratic,” said one diplomatic 
analyst. “We shouldn't confuse 
dictatorship with strong gov- 
ernment.” 

EC Commission President 
Jacques Delors has said the 
text was found by community 
experts to be “acceptable” ana 
broadly in line with western 
presidential systems. 

Diplomats and analysts said 
the draft had to be seen against 
the background of the power 
struggle Between president and 
parliament — based on contra- 
dictions in the old constitution 
— which had paralysed Rus- 
sian politics for the last two 
years. 


"The problem now is the 
ability to create a viable system 
for adopting and implementing 
decisions, said Vladimir 
Baranovsky, Russia analyst at 
the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute. 

Mr. Baranovsky also said he 
doubted wbether tbe qualifica- 
tion procedure for politicaj 
groups to enter the elections — 
13 were admitted and eight 
others disqualified — 
amounted to a deliberate 
attempt to eliminate opposi- 
tion. 

“What is important for tbe 
ruling group is legitimacy and 
for this it is important to mini- 
mise accusations of violations 
of the rules of the game,” he 
said, adding that the parties 
admitted represented 90 pier 
cent of Russian political 
opinion. 

Experts said the only major 
group excluded was tbe 
nationalist Russian AU-Peo- 
ile’s Union, led by Sergei 

aburin, which has said raiders 
stole papers from its office 
containing some of the neces- 
sary 100,000 signatures for reg- 
istration. 

“My view is that if the elec- 
toral commission can find 
some face-saving way of get- 
ting Mr. Baburin's group back 


on the list, they will have'doae 
themselves a service,” a diplo- 
mat said. 

But there has been no sign of 
alarm among western leaders 
over the fate of Mr. Baburin's 
group, or ovei Mr. Yeltsin's 
decision to see out his full 
-presidential term until 1996, 
reversing an earlier pledge to 
stand for reelection next June. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who before the 
collapse of the Soviet Union 
was seen in the West as a 
disruptive and unstable politic- 
ian, has since been viewed as 
chief bulwark against the pros- 
pect western governments 
most dread — chaos in Russia. 

They backed him when he 
triumphed over a communist 
coup attempt in August 1991. 
They backed him before a re- 
ferendum on his rule last 
April. And they backed him 
again when he used tanks to 
crush the rebellious parliament 
on Oct. 4. 

Their chief concern now, di- 
plomats say. is to see a stable, 
tree-market system established 
in Russia. 

Political pluralism, with reg- 


ular accountability of president 
and parliament to voters, is 
also a requirement but officials 
say it is unrealistic to measure 
Russia by the standards of 
countries with long democratic 
traditions. 

Western media have shown ~ 
more unease but are still in- 
clined to give Mr. Yeltsin the 
benefit ofthe doubt for now. 
Britain’s right-wing Daily Tele- 
graph said the draft constitu- 
tion would make him “a new 
tsar” but added: “There is a 
good case for saying that a tsar 
is what Russia requires.” 

In a clear vote or confidence 
in the political process set in 
place by Mr. Yeltsin, the Euro- 
pean Community has invited 
him to Brussels on Dec. 9 — 
three days before the elections 
— to sign a declaration of 
Intent on a Russian-European 
partnership. 

Such reservations as western 
leaders do have about the Rus- 
sian leader’s actions they have 
decided are best handled 
through quiet words of advice, 
diplomats say. 
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Where have all the 
eastern Germans gone? 


By Look Godbof 

BONN — According to a re- 
cent opinion poll in the weekly 
Die Zeit, most eastern Ger- 
mans (69 per cent) are satisfied 
with their living conditions 
three yean after reunifica- 
tion. Yet 84 per cent of OsaS* 
(as eastern Germans are 
known) deeply regret the loss 
of certain values cherished by 
the former communist regime, 
such as job security and child 
care. 

Charlotte H6hn. president 
of tbe Wiesbaden-based Insti- 
tute of Population Sciences, 
says this may explain why east- 
ern Germany has been gripped 
by “demographic paralysis” 
since 1989, the year the Berlin 
wall came down. With uncer- 
tainty hang in g over their fu- 
ture, Ossis are producing half 
as many children as they used 
to. In some Under the birth 
rate has fallen 70 per cent. 

Not only has tins accentu- 
ated the ageing of tbe German 
population as a whole, which 
has been steadily shrinking 
since the seventies, but it coulo 
result in a labour shortage in 
eastern Germany by next cen- 

Stanographers have rightly 
described the trend as “drama- 
tic”: at no time, not even dur- 
ing its darkest hours, has Ger- 
many's birth rate fallen like 
this (during the two world wars 
and the 1930s crisis it dropped 
by “only” 25 per cent). 

New statistic* show that 
107.769 babies were bom in 
eastern Germany in 1991, com- 
pared, with 198,922 in 1989. 
According to the weekly Der 
Spiegel, the 1992 figures are 
expected to dip below tbe 
100,000 mark. The birth rate 
has fallen from 12 to 5.3 births 
Kfe births 


while the total fertility rate of 
women of child-bearing age 
has plummeted from 1.7$ chil- 
dren in 1989 to 0.77. A com- 
parison of births and deaths in 
' the new Linder shows a short- 
fall of almost 95,000 people. 

Several reasons lie behind 
this. As in Poland. Hungary 
and former Czechoslovakia ■— 
“bin. to a much great extent, 
says Hdhri — Ossis have mod- 
elled their familv-building on 
that of the West. “East Ger- 
man women used to expect to 
. have more children than their 
counterparts the West, she 
. says. “Bat above all peoplegpt 
' married .and . had children 
younger, because it" made it 
easier r for “them to 
houjing,”- 


Although population growth 
was an past German govern- 
ment priority, the generation 
replacement threshold was 
never reached and deaths out- 
numbered births from the 
1970s on. There were all sorts 
of incentives to make it easier 
for families to have more chil- 
dren. As most women worked, 
day nurseries were available in 
all companies and even in uni- 
versities. Mothers obtained 
handsome maternity leave pay- 
ments and were certain of get- 
ting their jobs back after hav- 
ing a baby. 

All these provisions were 
scrapped after reunification. 
Rising prices, fear of unem- 
ployment and the dismantling 
of the former social infrastruc- 
ture, combined with fewer 
marriages and more divorces, 
are the main causes of the 
present “demographic para- 
lysis.” 

More than 60 per cenr of 
jobless Ossis are women. 
Mothers are one of the social 
categories tbat have been har- 
dest hit by reunification. Hav- 
ing a child has now even be- 
come a hindrance to finding a 
job. Some women, particularly 
in the 25-30 age bracket, have 
had themselves sterilised so as 
to make themselves “more 
attractive” to unscrupulous 
employers. In the city or Mi 
deburg (pop. 270,000). I 
sterilisation operations were 
carried out in 1992, compared 
with only eight in 1989. 

Immediately after reunifica- 
tion, the number of abortions 
shot up. even though abortion 
legislation in communist East 
Germany had been more liber- 
al than in West Germany. The 
abortion rate has now 'fallen. 
Mr. Hohn says the only ex- 
planation for this is that most 
women must now be taking the 
pill. 

Demographers expect 
population trends in eastern 
and western Germany to con- 
verge within a few years. Ossis 
have become more indi- 
vidualistic and hedonistic than 
they were under the previous 


The least affluent new east- 
ern Lander, such as Mecklen- 
burg-West Pomerania and 
Brandenburg, are the worst 
affected by the exodus. Leipzig 
and Dresden each had a 
mlation of more than 
),000 before World War n. 
Now only one eastern German 
city has more than 500,000 
inhabitants: the solitary, well- 
populated oasis of Berlin — Le 
Monde. 


Union Bank eloses4993 
in full blast 


Union Bank for Savings and 
Investment takes pride in its 
motto, “In union there is 
strength.. In union there is 
progress,” and in a corporate 
philosophy that thrives on 
innovation, insightful 
answers and outstanding per- 
sonal service, a philosophy 
created through the belief 
that banking is more about 
people than numbers. And in 
order to fulfill client needs 
through total commitment to 
the marketplace, a key factor 
is expansion. 

And expansion is what is 
leading Union Bank to close 


off 1993 in full blast. Die 
second semester of this year 
has been marked by tbe inau- 
guration of four new outlets, 
the Zarqa branch, the 
Sweifiyeh branch, the Jabal 
Amman cash office and die 
Gardens branch. With a total 
of twelve full-fledged outlets 
throughout the country. Un- 
ion Bank aims at providing 
clients with the most adv- 
anced services required. Ser- 
vices that are offered by a 
highly qualified team that 
attends to all, banking and 
financial requirements with 
utmost professi on ality. 




Union Bank j! — 



Through our continuous efforts towards 
offering you a full spectrum of sen/ices, we 
now offer you the National Express Card. A 
service that caters to your local purchasing 
convenience. 

The National Express Card is accepted In 
outlets throughout the country with you in 
mind. With a policy of easy payments In 
Jordanian Dinars, you are able to enjoy a 
service that never (eaves your side. 

Tbe National Express Card is another 
service from our UNION BANK towards 
offering you a work! of absolute access. 


In UNION there is STRENGTH. In UNION there is PROGRESS. 


Union Bank 

For Savings & Investment 

Head Office:TeL 666148 Fax. 666149 P.OJBox 35104 Amman, Jordan 
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: ageing of the population 
in the east, on the other hand, 
looks set to be a lasting phe- 
nomenon. It is not being 
caused solely by a falling birth 
rate: eastern Germany is quite 
literally being drained or its 
lifeblood. More than 100,000 
Ossis are now settling in the 
West each year, mostly highly 
qualified young people who 


have no difficulty in securing a 
job — and who nave children. 
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i n s t i t u t o 
Cervantes 

1NST1TUTO CERVANTES 

CONVOCA PARA SU INSTITUTO EN AMMAN EL SIGUIENTE PUESTO 

1 OFICIAL ADMINISTRATING (Ref. AMM-01 ) 

Retribucion: 18.670 Dolares USA 
Se responsabilizara- de las actividades relacionadas 
con la gestion administrativa y economica del centra. 

Se requiere: 

- Primer ciclo universitario en empresariales o 
titulacidn equivalente. 

-Experiencia minima de 3 arios en puestos 
similares. 

- Dominio de los idiomas espariol y arabe. 
-Amplios conocimientos de informatica. 

- Amplios conocimientos de contabiiidad y de 
gestion economica. 

Se valoraran conocimientos de ingles. 

La documentation,, traducida al espanol, debera ser 
enviada en sobre certificado a este centra, Moham- 
mad Hafiz Ma'at, 10 P.O.Box 815467 Amman, antes de 
dia 1 de diciembre, indicando la referenda. 

La contratacion sera de caracter temporal y se regira 
por la legislacion del pais de destino. 
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I n s t i t u t o 
Cervantes 

INSTITUTO CERVANTES 

CONVOCA PARA SU INSTITUTO EN AMMAN EL SIGUIENTE PUESTO: 


en las distintas areas 


II 


1 AUXILIAR ADMINISTRATE (Ref.AMM-03) 

Retribucion: 15.540 Dblares USA 
Realizara tareas de apoyo 
funcionales del centra. 

Se requiere: 

-Titulacion de formacidn profesional de 
grado administrativa o equivalente. 

- Experiencia minima de dos arios. 

- Dominio de los idiomas espariol y arabe. 

- Dominio de WordPerfect. 

- Informatica a nivel de usuario. 

Se valoraran conocimientos de ingles. 

La documentacion, traducida al espanol, debera ser 
enviada en sobre certificado a este centra, Moham- 
mad Hafiz Ma’at, 10 P.OiBox 815467 Amman, antes 
del dia 1 de diciembre, indicando la referenda. 

La contratacibn sera de caracter temporal y se regira 
por la legislacion del pais de destino. 
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BIS: Derivative 
products boom 


Asia-Pacific prepares for historic 
summit as storm brews over trade 


Former Soviet states face 
shock of Russian reforms 


BASEL (AFP) — The market 
for derivative instruments is 
booming, figures published by 
the Bank of International Set- 
tlement (BIS) have showed. 

The market grew by 62.5 per 
cent in the second half of last 
year from the figure for the 
first half to a record high figure 
of $1,650 billion for interest 
rate and currency contracts 
alone in terms of the notional 
principal. 

In its Teport for the second 

S uarter the bank said that it 
id not have figures for instru- 
ments for interest rate futures, 
foreign exchange options and 
futures, and derivatives for 
shares and base materials. 

Of the total of $1,650 billion, 
interest rate contracts 
•accounted for $1,504 billion 
which was 75 per cent more 
than during the same period of 
1991 and currency contracts for 


$146 billion representing a fal- 
lof 13 per cent. 

At the end of 1992 the total 
of notional principal was 
$3,851 billion for interest rate 
contracts and $860 billion for 
currency. 

The governors of the central 
banks from the leading 10 
countries discussed the explo- 
sion of derivatives markets last 
week 

The bank also reported that 
international bank credit had 
declined by slightly more than 
six per cent at an annual rate 
in the second quarter. This fi- 
gure had been exceeded only 
once, in the second quarter of 
1991, the bank said. 

But tire overall number of 
announced international issues 
had continued at a high rate 
and was little less than the 
historic high figures of the pre- 
vious quarter. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Asia- 
Pacific leaders hold their first 
ever summit this week with 
storm clouds gathering on the 
world trade horizon mid anrid 
divergent views about the pace 
of economic liberalisation in 
the region. 

With few concrete results 
likely to emerge from the in- 
formal meeting of leaders from 
the 15-member Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) in Seattle, the fact the 
summit is being held at all is 
widely seen as a major achieve- 
ment. 

Hie historic talks, proposed 
by U.S. President Bin Clinton 
on a visit to Tokyo in July, 
have largely overshadowed the 
question of APEC itself, which 
accounts for half the world’s 
economic output and 40 per 
cent of global trade. 

The group, which first met in 
Canberra in 1989, comprises 
Japan, South Korea, China, 
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Taman and Hong Kong, the 
six-member Association of- 
Soutfa East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), the United States, 
Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand. 

APEC currently has a small 
secretariat in Singapore and 
operates several working 
groups aimed at promoting re- 
gional trade and investment, 
although some members would 
like to strengthen the group’s 
. role faster than others. 

Given its potential clout, 
APEC is in a unique position 
to provide a strong impetus to 
the long-stalled Uruguay 
round of global trade talks. 

With the deadline for suc- 
cessfully concluding the round 
loaning on Dec. 15, the talks 
are bogged down by bitter dif- 
ferences between fhe United 
States and the European Com- 
munity over agricultural trade. 

Japan's Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa said last 
week the European Commun- 
ity was the “biggest obstacle” 
to concluding the Uruguay 
Round. 

Singapore's elder statesman 
Lee Kuan Yew went further in 
a speech in Tokyo last month, 
blaming “unfortunate re- 
marks” by German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and “irrational 
fears” of Asia supported by 
-French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur. 

The retired Singaporean 
prime minister, now a senior 
minister in the government of 
Goh Chok Tong, said East 
Asia should use APEC to de- 
velop closer economic ties with 
the United States, driving a 
wedge across the Atlantic. 

“Restricting imports from 
Japan, China and the rest of 
Asia means going on a collision 
coarse. The EC may be pre- 
pared to risk this, but not if 


restricting imports puts them 
on a collision course with 
America,” he said. 

But APEC members are 
themselves divided on the Uru- 
guay Round — seven are also 
members of the Cairns Group 
of agricultural exporters, 
vocally opposed to Europe’s 
subsidised farm exports, as 
well as U.S. subsidies. 

They are also at odds with 
Japan and South Korea, which 
are still refusing to open then- 
rice markets, although Japan 
seems to be softening its 
stance. 

APEC members in addition 
are divided over the pace of 
liberalising trade and invest- 
ment in the Asia-Pacific re- 
gion, with ASEAN countries 
especially wary. 

ASEAN has its own plan for 
a free-trade agreement to be 
implemented gradually over a 
period of 15 years from next 
January. Some ASEAN mem- 
bers fear the United States 
wants to push its own free- 
trade plans more quickly. 

Meanwhile, Malaysia re- 
mains the perennial thorn in 
APECs side. Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad is the 
only leader of an APEC coun- 
try who bas said he will not 
attend the Seattle summit, 
although his country will take 
part in the ministerial meet- 
ings. 

Mr. Mahathir has been 
annoyed by the reluctance of 
some APEC members to 
accept his three-year-old prop- 
osal for an East Asian econo- 
mic grouping that would ex- 
clude some members, notably 
the United States. 

Indonesia, whose President 
Suharto is the longest serving 
ASEAN leader, was also mif- 
fed about not being consulted 
about the idea, although 
ASEAN has since cautiously 
embraced the notion of an East 
Asian economic caucus within 
APEC. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tbe 
West and Russia will need to 
step up financial aid to 
Ukraine and other former 
Soviet states to help them cope 
with a $15.8 billion shock from 
Moscow's reforms, interna- 
tional monetary sources have 
said. 

They said a new, unpub- 
lished study by the Internation- 
al Monetary Rind (IMF), reck- 
ons that’s how much the for- 
mer Soviet states outside Rus- 
sia will lose in a year as Mos- 
cow cuts off cheap credits and 
subsidised exports to them as 
part of its reforms. . __ 

Yemen gas 
project may 

cost $5.5b 

SANAA (R) — Yemen’s pro- 
ject to export natural gas to 
Asia in partnership with the 
U.S. firm Enron Corporation 
will cost around $5.5 trillion to 
set up, a Yemeni newspaper 
said Sunday. 

The weekly English- 
language Yemen Times said 
the initial three-year phase of 
the liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) project would cost $3-5 
billion including cost of a pipe- 
Bone and a vessel to transport 
, the gas. 

A second two-year- phase will 
cost $2 billion. 

Enron said Thursday it had 
reached a tentative agreement 
to help process, export and 
market Yemen's gas. 

It gave no value for the 
project, which would involve 
r moving natural gas from 
'General Gas CoTp of Yemen 
through a 400-kilometre pipe- 
line to a coastal export termin- 
al, treatment and liquefaction 
of tiie gas marketing it as 
LNG. 
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Sri Lanka faces major tea crisis 


C ITY'/CO U NTRY_ 


Peanuts 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lank- 
a's famous tea industry is in 
major crisis with loss-making 
estates com plainin g that high 
costs and wage demands are 
pricing them out world 

market, industry officials have 
said. 

Estate managers said they 
cannot afford powerful labour 
union demands for minimum 
work or wages in lieu in the 
face of felling prices for the 
island's biggest export com- 
modity. 

Sri Lanka's tea estates have 
become unprofitable because 
of constant union wage hikes, 
previous bad management and 
a lack of affordable long-term 
funding, the industry officials 
said. 

“The tea estates are feeing a 
major crisis, having priced 
themselves out of the world 
market,” a senior government 
official said. “They have to 
bring down tbejr costs of 
labour.” 

The 500,000-strong Ceylon 
Workers Congress (CWC), 


which has repeatedly wrested 
wage rises from the govern- 
ment by- threatening strikes, is 
insisting its members be given 
a minimum of 300 days of work 
each year or be paid instead. 

Tea workers would consider 
industrial action if their de- 
mands were not met, according 
to CWC leader Saumyamoor- 
thy Thondaman, who is also 
the government's tourism 
minister. 

“They are not considering 
the suffering of the workers 
who have ot face increases in 
the cost of living,” he said in a 
recent interview. “We insist 
that either we are given 300 
days of work each year or are 
paid. If not we will have to 
organise protests.” 

Estate trade union officials 
say the labourers, who are paid 
daily wages, have become in- 
creasingly restive in recent 
months because of cutbacks in 
the number of work days. 

Mr. Thondaman said several 
estates had cut the number of 
annual paid work days to about 


200, although they originally 
had agreed to a minimum of 
300 days. 

The private management 
companies that leased the is- 
land’s state-owned, money-los- 
ing tea estates a year ago have 
said they cannot afford to meet 
CWC demands, that the cost of 
labour — 88 per cent of pro- 
duction costs — is already too 
high. 

Brokers said the cost of pro- 
ducing a kilogramme of Sri 
Lankan tea is about 74 rupees 
(Sl.S), while the average mar- 
ket price is around 68 rupees 
per kilogramme. 

Prices at the auctions/, where 
about four to five miljipn kilog- 
rammes of tea with an average 
value of 300 million rupees 
(about $6 million), are sold 
each week, have also fallen 
recently because of the weak 
demand, large volume and 
poor quality. 

The government leased tea 
estates to private sector man- 
agement companies a year ago 
to cut losses. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


I NEED YOU TO WRITE 
. A THEME FOR ME., v 



IF YOU DON'T WRITE 
IT YOURSELF, MOW WILL 
YOU EVER LEARN? 




Arady Capp 


“You set a bad example for the cat 
She saw you using my ego for 
■ a scratching postl” 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Msstt‘iTJefff 




4VFl-L.il/eLL/ ? HOPE. I'M 
Ir IT AINT JAV IN BUSINESS 

old PAL.HU6G! for myself! 

ARE VOU STILL I RAISE 

working here ELEPHANTS 





PHACT 


ZOTAP 


LYBAFB 


TOAPIE 


Answer here: HE WAS 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Mfca Arg Won 

r > 

m You're driving 
me crazy 




WHY THE VIEWER 
CONSTANTLY 
CHAN&Et? CHANNELS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: UTH£ FORGO BUCKET MEMORY 


The states will have to make 
up for the loss in terms of trade 
through of a combination of 
their own reforms — making 
their economies more efficient 
— and extra foreign financing. 

Western nations have 
already penciled into their 
budgets increased assistance to 
Ukraine and other former 
Soviet states, but the amounts 
involved are not very big. 

“Given that the size of the 
shock is so large, we have to 
make every effort to ensure 
that the assistance committed 
by tfie West -is forthcoming,” 
one source said. 

Cash-strapped Russia has 
also signalled its willingness to 
provide some assistance to the 
other former republics from its 
budget to help compensate for 
the losses caused by its re- 
forms. 

Monetary sources said that 
the extra foreign help should 
be provided in support of 
tough economic reform prog- 
rammes, so that the money 
does not end up getting frit- 
tered away. 

Some of the former Soviet 
republics are pursing such re- 
form programmes, but others, 
most notably Ukraine, are not. 

The IMF study calculates 
that Ukraine and the other 
former Soviet republics out- 
side Russia can count on about 
an extra $3 to $6 billion in 
“external” financing next year. 

But about half of that 
though comes from an antici- 
pated slowdown in capital 


flight, and is not true foreign 
help. 

The IMF assumes that inves- 
tors in the Ukraine and the 
other former Soviet states out- 
side Russia will be more willing 
to keep their money at home if 
those countries follow tough 
economic reform programmes 
next year. 

The balance — some $1 to 
$3 billion — is tbe extra money 
that those states can now ex- 
pect from abroad. 

International monetary 
sources stressed that the num- 
bers involved in tbe study are 
not definitive and depend on a 
wide range of assumptions on 
everything from tbe foreign 
exchange rate of the rouble to 
the speed of Moscow's re- 
forms. 

Tbe study also does not pre- 
scribe how much of the loss in 
terms of trade should be made 
up through more foreign help. 

Some Russian officials have 
said that Moscow is willing to 
forego use of a promised $6 
billion Western fund to stabil- 
ise its currency so that the 
money can be used to help 
other for mer sovie t republics. 

They have proposed setting 
up a special fund at the IMF to 
help the other republics and 
have suggested the $6 billion 
be used for that purpose. Mos- 
cow has also offered to kick in 
$1 billion of its own to the 
fund. 

But the proposal has not 
won much favour at tbe IMF or 
from Western nations. 


FORECAST FOR MONBAY NOVEMBER 35, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Ftighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Concentrate on improving health 
and increasing vitality as yon 
assist associates with new {dans 
and garner information from well 
informed professionals who have ' 
a real grasp of exactly what's . 
happening in the marketplace. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Now you find it difficult to con- 
centrate upon the particular 
course of action that you have 
prepared for yourself in die 
world of outside activity. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20). 
You see several ways to handle' 
the money matters that come to 
your attention and need to keep 
concentrated upon the actual be- 
nefits possible to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You are apt to dash in various 
directions trying to obtain some 
personal desire which dudes you 
until you are more focused in 
your activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have aO kinds of 
private means by which you wish 
to place your innermost aims into 
effect but you need discrimina- 
tion in deriding the right one for 
you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If 
.you can see ways to get a logical 
minded but inconstant friend to 
cany through with a plan you 
have in mind you can gam worth- 
while results. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Consider what you want 


from one in a position of influ- 
ence before you contact, then 
organise your ideas sensible and 
you are apt to gain support. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You have strong inner 
pressures to make some changes 
and to be off to new interests mid 
personalities but stop, look and 
plan sensibly first 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) If you try to angle 
yourself ont of some promises 
you have made you can find that 
what you now ao can react very 
'mfijch to your : disadvantage. . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Yoa can be 
irritated because you can't get a 
partner who has a fine mind to be 
stiD long enough to listen to and 
follow ideas, important to you. : 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There are a number 
of facets to yoi: work activities 
now and it is advisable that you 
be alert to tbe various ones and 
not focus upon any one of them 
too much. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Febniaty 19) Think about the 
pleasures that you most enjoy 
but don’t try to force them into 
expression now if obstacles arise ^ 
especially if expensive. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Show you are the one who 
can maintain your cool and not 
get upset when some condition 
arises beneath your own roof 
that -causes some friction there. 



THE Daily Crossword by j»ntt Bontck 


Answer What the doctor i 


I for his cold 


ACROSS 
1 Expanse 
5 Gran husks 
10 Emperor 

14 — podrtSa 

15 Asian capital 

16 Make sharper 

17 Unauthorized 
dedosure 

18 Zodiac sign 

19 Charged 
parbdes 

20 Pubs 
22 Wasp 

24 Boisterous fun 
27 Write Truman 
30 Extra pay 
source 

34 As — (usually) 

35 Required share 

36 Blubber 

37 Spat 

38 Rough edges 

39 Like some 
talkers 

*0 Prov. m Can 

41 Pluvious 

42 Sound loudly 

43 Noted fortress 

45 Travel 0d without 
purpose 

46 Rmdom capital 
48 Casual m style. 

OTdotftM 
51 Tedcus 

55 Companonfess 

56 Usual routme 
59 mere Dublin s 
eoQuechua 

6< Speak publicly 
62 Rod for roasting 
S3 Act 

64 Refuges 

65 Hardy name 

DOWN 

1 Pistol invertor 

2 Genus ot o&ves 

3 Certain 
European 

a Catch on 

5 Coins 

6 Graung 

7 Sack cuckoo 

8 Adversary 

9 Seines 

10 Insistent craving 



£ 1 KJ IM< 

aiUghaJi nmw 

n maw 

12 English queen 

13 Rpmamoar 

2i Ceremonial act 
23 Gumbo 

25 Trek 

26 Creamy color 

27 St. John's bread 

28 Bullring 

29 Kicks 

31 Mohammedan's 
teth 

32 Ripple pattern 

33 Receded 
35Peaner 

38 Sensational 
advertising 

39 Most happy 

41 Wad tfcBurbance 

42 Prosperity 
■u Bo&mn Ifflar 
45 hmereries 

47 Egg portion 

48 Skidded 

49 Com bread 

50 upon..." 

52 Mature 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 




53 “Exodus" 
author 
sa NY team 


57 Aitar 

con aeflaDon 
58 — reset . 
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Vietnanf communist boss 
condemns corruption 

HANOI (Agenctes) — Viet- 
nam's top official, Communist 

-P aw n islinf Pi.. If » > _ • 


toms were wound up, the re- 
port said. A similar number of 


Pmtu TVs u Tm smuar numoer ot 

r^2L M ‘- lash ? d were thrown into parl- 
ous 8 1 comiDtion cavm« n ».i. 1 


out at. corruption saying the 
party would get the blame if it 
was not rooted out. 

Breaking away from a 
prepared speech opening 
VSetam's seventh national con- 
s of trade unions, Mr. 
4 said workers should help 
stamp out corruption. 

“We have to be very deter- 
mined to punish corruption 
cases, but we still need a 
mechanis m to get to the root of 
the problem,” he said, to ap- 
plause from more than 600 
delegates. 

Mr. Muoi’s was the latest in 
a series- of official attacks on 
growing corruption and smug- 
gling as Communist-ruled Viet- 
nam' moves towards a market 
economy. 

A Communist Party meeting 
last month heard that more 
than 2,000 cases of corruption 
and smuggling had been unco- 
vered in the last year, including 
one in an undisclosed province 
in which 40 per cent of funds 
earmarked for poverty allevia- 
tion went missing. 

Mr. Muoi said corruption 
had become widespread. 

“Maybethe people win sev- 
erely criticise the party and our 
orga n is ati ons and our state 
elected by the people ... for 
allowing corruption' to take 
place,” he said, adding: 

“Id a short time, we have to 
solve the problem completely 
and not to allow it to develop, 
because corruption eventually 
means the exploitation of 
workers ...” 

The congress, the first such 
gathering for five years, beard 
a keynote report from its secretar- 
iat urging onions and workers to 
adapt to problems posed by the 
market economy — including 
unemployment, underemploy- 
ment, and an increasing rate of 
accidents at work and occupa- 
tion diseases. 

Since the laze 1980s. when 
market reforms began, more 
than 700,000 workers and state 
employees had been laid off 
when over 2,000 state-owned 


time work, it said. 

The report did not directly 
address the question of the 
right to strike but urged trade 
unions to try to avoid conflicts. 

The issue of strikes has 
grown this year after several 
stoppages at joint-ventures 
plants, especially textile factor- 
ies in Ho Chi Mink City ran by 
Taiwanese or South Korean 
entrepreneurs. 

But the report appeared to 
take the workers’ side in conflicts 
with management, refer- 
ring obliquely to what Viet- 
namese newspapers have criti- 
cised as a bard-driving Asian 
management style. 

Since 1992, it said, there had 
been “dozens of collective 
reactions against the miscon- 
duct of the management 
accompanied with claims for 
pay rises and democratic be- 
haviour from the em- 
ployers..." 

These bad also taken place 
at some state-owned enter- 
prises, the report said. 

This was unavoidable in a 
market economy but trade un- 
ions, should seek “a fair settle- 
ment of the contradiction be- 
fore it may lead to a conflict,” 
it said. 

If there was a conflict, un- 
ions should take steps to pro- 
tect workers’ legitimate in- 
terests without harming econo- 
mic growth and political stabil- 
ity, the report said. 

Meanwhile, the Saigon Giai 
Pbong newspaper reported 
that most of the tens of 
thousands of Vietnamese 
workers sent under bilateral 
agreements to work in coun- 
tries of the former Soviet Un- 
ion are now unemployed. 

Increasing numbers of the 
emigrants are victims of the 
reorganisation and changes in 
the economies of the member 
nations of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS), 
particularly Russia, Ukraine 
and Belarus, the newspaper 
said. 


Ethiopia to allow 
private banks 


ADDIS ABABA (R> — 
Ethiopia, further discarding its 
staunch Marxist past, has said 
it would allow its citizens to set 
up private banks. - 

But National Bank (central, 
bank) Governor Leikun 
Berhanu said the landmark re- 
form would not go as for as 
opening the sector to foreign 
investors. 

“Private banking business 
win be open only for local 
entrepreneurs because we be- 
lieve it is not a priority at this 
time to invite foreign inves- 
tors,” Mr. Leikun said in an 
interview. 

Mr. Leikun did riot rule out 
a change in laws at a later date 
to allow foreigners:. ■‘Every- 
thing is dynamic and it is possi- 
ble to consider foreign parti- 
cipation in the banking busi- 
ness in the future.” 

Like all other sectors of the 
economy, all private banks 
open in Ethiopia were 
nationalised after the Marxist 
revolution of 1974. 

They included -the Addis 
Ababa Bank, which operated 
in partnership with the Nation- 
al GrindJay’s Bank of Britain, 
Banco di Roma and Banco di 
Napoli. 

The government of Presi- 
dent Nfcles Zenawi. which 
ousted dictator Mengistu Haile 
Mariam in 1991, has tried to 
rebuild an economy shattered 


by civil war and past poor 
management. 

Mr. Leikun said that a law 
allowing the establishment of 
private banks had already been 
approved by the Ethiopian 
cabinet. 

Mr. Leikun said the draft 
legislation bad now been for- 
warded to the council of repre- 
sentatives (parliament) for fin- 
al approval before it became 
operational. 

He said Ethiopians who 
wanted to set up private banks 
would only be required to have 
a knowledge of tanking and a 
minimum affordable capital to 
start such a business. 

The governor said the bank- 
ing reform was part of 
Ethiopia's new economic 
changes which have the tack- 
ing of both the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank. 

“Before we accepted the 
•IMF and World Bank structu- 
ral adjustment programmes, 
we examined and exhaustively 
studied the failures, the pit- 
falls and mistakes of those who 
have tried such adjustments 
before us,” said Mr. Leikun. 

The country was bankrupted 
by Mengfctu's Marxist policies 
and remains one of the poorest 
in the world, with a per capita 
income estimated at less than 
$100 annually. 


Micronesia’s legislators 
worry about overspending 


AG ANA, Guam <R) — Mem- 
bers of congress of the feder- 
ated states of Micronesia have 
expressed concent over the 
Pacific island state's excessive 
spending on consumer goods 
and government inefficiency. 

“I would not be so con- 
cerned if the money we spent 
overseas was going to purchase 
the infrastructure, capital and 
tools we will need tc support 
our future businesses," said 
senior congressman Isaac 
Rgnv 

“UBfafttmately. almost all 
of our help from foreign coun- 
tries a going’ to short-term 
conSnftpfioB “ Mr- figir said. 

Micronesia, under a 15-year 
compact of .free .association 
whh the- United Stales forged 
m 1966, receives aid annually 
In exchange to* U.S. military 
actttt 10 the island nation. It 
got $68 million yearly in the 
first tibt years of the compact. 

Staring this year to 1997, 
the aid package has been trim- 
med to $51 million annually. 

-Mr. Figir, citing Mic- 
ronesia’s excesses, said in 1991 
it spent $6 million on beer and 
dgarenes. S5 million on pri- 


vate cars and $6.5 million on 
imported meat. 

“We are now over halfway 
through the term of the com- 
pact and a look at our current 
practices is not encouraging.” 
Mr. FigiT said. “On the world 
market, we buy about three 
times more than we sell... no 
household or country can do 
that (for) long.” 

Congress vice speaker 
Dohsis Albert said another 
major problem was ^ govern- 
ment inefficiency in Mic- 
ronesia, about 4,000 
kilometres east of the Philip- 
pine capital. Manila. 

“Probably the worst of gov- 
ernment staff abuse is found in 
congress,” Mr. Albert said. He 
recommended sanctions on in- 
efficient government em- 
ployees and cuts in salaries of 
congressmen. 

Congress deliberation over 
the islands' two major problems 
was initialed by Micronesia 
President Bailey Olter who 
asked legislators last month to 
examine the economy and find 
ways of spurring economic 
growth. 


Kuwait may allow foreign role in oil, minister says 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti Fi 
nance Minister Nasser Al 
Rodhan said in an interview 
that Kuwait might allow fore- 
ign firms some form of parti- 
cipation in oil exploration and 
drilling. 

“It is possible we will allow 
foreign participation in oil ex- 
ploration and drilling for the 
first time in decades,” Sheikh 
Rodhan told the newspapers 
Al Seyasseh and the Arab 
Times. 

“This subject is under study. 
The motives behind such deci- 
sions are economic and not for 
paying (political) bills, because 
the liberation of Kuwait was 


based on supporting interna- 
tional legality.” he pointed 
out. 

He was referring to the 
U.S.-led military campaign 
which drove Iraqi forces out of 
Kuwait in February 1991. 

An oil industry official who 
declined to be identified told 
Reuters on Oct. 20 Kuwait was 
studying the possibility of oil 
production sharing deals with 
foreign companies. 

State-owned Kuwait Oil 
Company (KOC) produces oil 
inside Kuwait proper. In a 
neutral zone shared by Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, the emirate 
has a concession agreement 


dating back to 1958 with 
Japan's Arabian Oil Company. 

British Petroleum Explora- 
tion has an agreement with 
KOC to provide technical sup- 
port and Union Carbide Corp- 
of the United States in June 
signed an memorandum of 
understanding with the state- 
owned Petrochemical Indus- 
tries Company to build a pet- 
rochemicals complex by 1997. 

“It is true we have decided 
to allow foreign partners into 
some oil projects,” Sheikh 
Rodhan was quoted as saying * 
“we want to benefit from fore- 
ign expertise in building a giant 
petrochemicals complex. 


where we believe foreign part- 
ners are a success factor.” 
“There are terms and res- 
trictions. Those should be ap- 
plied to everyone,” he said, 
speaking in general of the role 
of foreign firms in the slow 
liberalisation of the economy. 

“It is true we have opened 
up for foreigners mainly to 
attract foreign expertise and 


also capital. The Kuwaiti mar- 
ket is not only for Americans. 
It is open for foreign investors 
who have the expertise and 
know-how and the capital.” he 
added. 

The state-owned Kuwait 
Foreign Trading Contracting 
and Investment Company mil 
shortly launch an investment 
fund that will give non-Gulf 


Arab nationals their first 
opportunity to invest, albeit 
indirectly, on the Kuwait Stock 
Exchange. 

Only citizens of Gulf Coop- 
eration Council countries — 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar. Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates — can 
now buy shares on the ex- 
change. 


Germany’s runaway fir ms : Poland, 
Hungary and Czech Republic are attractive 


BONN, Germany (AP) — 
Some 30 per cent of German 
companies plan to move some 
operations overseas in the next 
force years to flee high Ger- 
man wage and tax costs, 
according to a survey. 

The report by the German 
Industry and Trade Associa- 
tion was more bad news for foe 
jobless. A half million Ger- 
mans have been thrown out of 
work in the last 12 months, 
leaving business and political 
leaders scrambling to keep 
jobs and prevent social up- 
heaval. 

Labour costs m Germany 
are among the highest in the 
world, averaging more than 40 
marks (S24) an hour. They are 
as much as eight times higher 
than in neighbouring eastern 
European lands. 


The Czech republic, Poland 
and Hungary were the most 
important destinations for 
planned investments among 
the 10,000 businesses sur- 
veyed. Asian nations were the 
next most popular. 

A total of 3.52 million Ger- 
mans are unemployed, the 
most since German reunifica- 
tion, and economists expect 
the number to rise to four 
million next year. Nearly 
another one million are under- 
employed or in training prog- 
rammes. 

Some economists see a para- 
llel between German capital 
flight abroad and U.S. firms 
that pick up and move to Latin 
America, Eastern Europe, ex- 
perts say, offers irresistible 
opportunities that inevitably 
affect the German workforce. 


“There are certain kinds of 
production that will never be 
done more cheaply in Ger- 
many than in Poland/’ said 
Axel Nitschke, an economist at 
the trade and industry associa- 
tion. 

“But Germany can’t survive 
merely by giving work to man- 
agers ana directors,” he 
added. Industry needs more 
flexible working hours, lower 
wages and loosened regula- 
tions, he said. 

« 

German firms make about 
30 billion marks (S17.4 billion) 
in direct investment overseas 
each year, Mr. Nitschke said. 
About a quarter of all German 
firms have set up shop abroad 
in foe past three years, mdud- 
ing new forays into foe United 
States. 


***** 



JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB : 678 
TEL: 659059 
FAX: 61 7763 


the american language center 


Is pleased to announce Its 
11 Dec., 1993 — 9 Feb., 1994* session 
Adult, afternoon and evening English courses 
Each course is 80 contact hours. 

Introduction to English 
General English skills, 

Conversation 1, 

Advanced TOEFL, 

Professional commnnkation. 

Business writing. 

Advanced academic skHWwrittag 

Two weeks Of morning conversation classes for women. 

Jan. 3 - Jan. 18 
Placement tests: 

New students should take a placement test: 

Nov. 17 or 24. 

10?00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m.; 1:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m.; 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 pjn. 

Please call 659-859 for more information. 


Levels 1-6 
Levels 
Level 7 
Level 7 
Level 7 
Level 8 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACK MG, MR FRElGHl 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR ISONS 

w - tel 604676 6Q4696 ^ 


l 

K 



Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Veritsble Cuisine Franpaise 
Live Entertainment 


R^at • 
Estate 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


MNeGACoBvia 

SELECT HOTEL 



One visit will make yon 
a steady , we believe!!! 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


French du. 


i6ine 


Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 




PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENTIC CHINESE- CUISINE 


Elegant 
Colorful 
Aftrospnofe 
Moderate 
Prices 

Shmelsanl 
7el6602S0 
open daily 





' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sheet. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:20 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight / 


$£ ft ^ * JT 


S', 


4 

■V 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


H dull 

' iab 

Authentic 
Chinese (fishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prcpmdby mt 

CM dv& 

Open daily tor 
lunch & (firmer 

Jabal Al Hussein 
Mnistty of Trade 
& Industrial Rd 
TeL 


m 

SZEENWftN 6ARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

Typical 




I Opean-JO-ZXA&M-Mrintgta \ 

Take away is available 

Shat Af-Arab Street 
Urn Uthatnah Commercial Centre 


5a 


Cites lasted Ataijs Loued, 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TtfaawqrisaralUHt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 



Best Pinas tc SauMckea 


Soft A Alcoholic Drink*. 

Alio . 

taVr-Awir Serrier 


<SD 


THE 


Hu He'! Orii'iiic: J'nad in Tmvii 


Jut j -a-:! 


RESTAURANT & GARDEN 



■ Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonesian & 
Malaysian specialities 

Five branches all over I he world and now one 
in Amman. 

Live Band 

World wide programmes VIA satellite 



Sjjgg Hours.- 12 Noon 12 Mj&fk 
7“ day* a week 

Buhtun Surer 2 nd circle . Jahal Amman Opposite Frenc.'i Lor" TV! 6534 82 


A ^ptauTant 'With 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

I Irestauhast 

JUAL AMMAN RRST CHCLE 
OPPOSTE THE RtAQI EMBASSY TEL CSASO 



. ''Jt adA f *N*» | 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN j 
Special Executive Luncheons 1 

Take away service ! 
available ! 

Open Daily 12.30~3.30 pm 

7.30-71.30 pm 1 

After the Philadelphia Hotel j 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 6 59519 659520 



Restaurant 
Tapas Bar 



TOR 

ATKOSBERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nfghfly Fra Ml P M to IN Ail 
Except Sunday Fran UO PJI to 1ft AH 

Tuesday Closed 

Td : 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmefani 



Dally Lunch 


wtifc. n i wi tig 

y ' 

XiveMusic 


Parole 


Abdcyun. - JonLn Supermarket BLDG. 
‘iv.d a-., or Tel: g2.ig77 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
she 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind! 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td: 823891 



The First Dan Hotel hi 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In even room_! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


DAIfOTEI, 

i|j£«)I|Is 


Amman - Tef. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Lankan troops retake 

ip, rescue trapped comrades 


COLOMBO (AP) — Govern- 
ment troops recaptured a key 
military camp from Tamil Ti- 


ger guerrillas Sunday and res- 
cued about 900 soldiers tran- 


cued about 900 soldiers trap- 
ped inside. 

“The government troops are 
in full control and there is no 
more Tiger resistance,” army 
spokesman Brig. Nalin 
Angammana told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

The recapture came as rebel 
fighters began withdrawing 
from the base. Brig. Angara- 
mana said, there were no im- 
mediate details on the with- 
drawal, which officials earlier 
had said might be a diversion- 
ary tactic. 

“We have reached the camp 
and linked up with the trapped 
soldiers,” Brig. Angammana 
said. “We will now consolidate 
positions and stabilise the 
area.” 

The 90C soldiers, many of 
them wounded, had been 
holed up in trenches and build- 
ings in the southern part of the 
Pooneryn camp since rebels 
captured it Thursday. 

Helicopters were being sent 
to evacuate the wounded. 
Brig. Angammana said. 

About 1.700 soldiers inched 
their way through heavily 
mined territory and rebel fire 
to reach the base. Brig. 
Angammana said. It was not 
immediately clear if the army 
suffered casualties retaking the 
camp, Brig. Angammana said. 


Earlier Sunday, 360 com- 
mandos landed on a beachhead 
five miles (eight kilometres) 
north of the base to help retake 
the base, which is 185 miles ( 
300 kilometres) north of Col- 
ombo. 

More than 400 government 
soldiers were killed when the 
rebels took the base. The milit- 
ary claims 450 rebels also died 
in the fighting, but that figure 
has not been independently 
confirmed. 

The taking of Pooneryn, on 
the shore of the Jaffna lagoon, 
was a major blow to the milit- 
ary, which has tried to seal off 
the rebel-held Jaffna peninsula 
at die northern end of. the 
island nation. 

While the army has retaken 
the base, it lost a cache of arms 
and transport looted by the 
rebels before retreating. 

The Tigers in a statement 
claimed they captured five 
high-speed motor boats, two 
tanks, four 5-inch mortars, 
three mortar launchers, 11 
artillery guns, one recofiless 
106 mm gun, 50 light machines 
guns and 400 rifles. The army 
has confirmed the armory was 
cleaned out, but has not re- 
leased a list of inventory. 

The rebels have fought since 
1983 to set up an independent 
nation for the Tamil minority 
in Sri Lanka's north and east 
more than 18,000 people have 
been killed m the fighting. 

On Saturday, the rebels 


raided an outpost at the Palaly 
Air Force Base, killing five 
soldiers and wounding 40 
others, said a military officer, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

President Dingin' Banda Wi- 

jetnnga ordered the rescue 
mission “at any cost.” 

Anxious relatives besieged 
military facilities with inquiries 
about the fate of loved ones 
serving at Pooneiyn. One of 
the officers killed -was a 
nephew of Defence Secretary 
General Hamilton Wana- 
sineghe. 


The Tigers, who admitted 
100 of their own men had 
“attained martyrdom in this 
heroic act” offered to hand 
over bodies of government 
troops to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). 

Sri Lankan officials said the 
Tigers bad asked for and been 
given body bags. But was not 
confident the rebels would 
hand back the bodies as the 
Tigers had reneged on a similar 
promise on a different occa- 
sion. 

They said the Tigers would 
be busy with their own casual- 
ties and unlikely they would 
have tune to deliver the 300 
bodies they claimed to have, 
the officials said. 

An ICRC delegation went to 
Kilinochdn in Tiger-held terri- 
tory Saturday but bad not yet 


returned, a defence source 
said. 

The Sri Lankan Air Force 
bombed the main Sea-Tiger 
base and self-styled Tiger 
Police Headquarters in the 
northern Jaffna town which is 
separated from Pooneryn by 
the Jaffna Lagoon. 

Mr. Wanasinghe admitted 
Saturday the attack took the, 
military by surprise. But he 
told reporters the rebels began 
fleeing the area after the first 
group of reinforcements linked 
up with the defenders. 

The Tigers, in a statement 
from tbeir headquarters in 
London, said their forces con- 
trolled the army and naval 
complex at Pooneryn and more 

S ierrillas were being sent 
ere. 

Defence analysts said the 
camp's fall would have given 
both separatists and civilians 
access across the lagoon to the 
mainland, unhindered by the 
navy. 

A naval radar station des- 
troyed in the attack had been 
monitoring lagoon move- 
ments. Hundreds Of civ ilians 
have died during dashes be- 
tween the navy and rebels on 
the lagoon. 

In a separate incident, police 
reported three civilians killed 
when rebels attacked a group 
of Sinhalese farmers in north- 
east Poionnaruwa district Sun- 
day. 


U.N. troops guard frontline hospitals in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — .U.N. sol- 
diers kept an overnight guard 
on hundreds of patients, in- 
cluding children and the men- 
tally "handicapped, in two 
frontline hospitals threatened 
by central Bosnian fighting, 
U.N. officials said Sunday. 

.Canadian and Danish 
peacekeepers troops provided 
food and protection for more 
than 570 patients in hospitals in 
the towns of Fojnica and near- 
by Bakoviri after hospital staff 
failed to report for work amid 
rising tension and freezing 
weather. 

The hospitals are without 
electricity and only 200 of the 
patients can walk. The rest are 
in wheelchairs, bedridden or 
dying. About 60 of the total 
are children. 

U.N n officials in Sarajevo 
said that while Bakoviri re- 
mained calm, Fojnica was 
tense with shells foiling two 
kilometres north of the town at 
the rate of. one an hour Satur- 
day. 

The U.N. sources said the 
Muslim-led Bosnian army . . 
appeared to have withdrawn from ' 
Fojnica although they still con- 


trolled the town by virtue of 
their positions surrounding it. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio accused the Bosnian 
Croat HVO militia of mount- 
ing attacks on the town, while 
Croatian radio said the HVO 
had repelled Muslim forces, 
inflicted heavy casualties and 
captured several villages. 

U.N. officials said there was 
mortar fire north of the town 
of Varies, which fell to the 
Muslims earlier this month and 
that a Croat village in the area 
bad been destroyed. 


vors in Olovo have been with- 
out outside food or aid for two 
months, while Serb forces have 
repeatedly shelled the town. 

Despite die onset of winter, 
U.N. aid distribution has been 
stalled in central Bosnia since a 

Danish driver was killed three 
weeks ago. The Bosnian and 
Croatian governments agreed 
Friday to allow two relief con- 
voys to cross battle zones. 


Villagers had fled Borovica. 
12 kilometres west of Vares, 
after their houses had been 
demolished and the church set 
ablaze. 

U.N. officials said the be- 
sieged Muslim town of Olovo, 
northeast of Sarajevo, came 
under increased shelling Satur- 
day. . 


Fighting was reported in the 
disputed southern city of Mos- 
tar Saturday, where the U.N. 
said the Muslim enclave on the 
east bank of the River Neretva 
was hit by at least 20 mortar 
bombs. - 


away Bihac enclave of north- 
west Bosnia, Sarajevo state 
radio said Saturday. The Bos- 
nian government claimed 
seven soldiers loyal to separat- 
ist Fikrejt Abdic died in a 
counter-offensive southeast of 
Velika Kladusa. 

But the report could not be 
independently confirmed, and 
Mr. Abdic’s news agency this 
week has reported victories 
against Bosnian government 
troops backing Sarajevo’s lead- 
ership. 


Officials reporting to die 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said 
Saturday civilians who fled to 
Olovo were faring desperate 
conditions. 

A few hundred civilian survi- 


Sarajevo Radio said seven 
people died in a Croat mortar 
and artillery attack on the 
Muslim area of the city, while 
Croatian radio said Muslim 
, forces had fired homemade ex- 
plosives on Croat positions. 

The city’s 16th century 
bridge across the Neretva Riv- 
er collapsed earlier this week 
after artillery and mortar duels 
finally took their toll. . 

Clashes betweeUi Muslims 
were reported in the break- 


The mainly-Muslhn Bosnian 
army had begun to evacuate 
Friday ni^it some of the civi- 
lians from Bakoyi$j,and Fojni- 
ca, which are located in moun- 
tainous terrain west of 
Sarajevo. 

The towns straddle the front 
line of a northward offensive 
launched by Bosnian Croats 
along with Serb support aimed 
at . securing links with Croat- 
held vitez and Kiseljak. 

The U.N. is also trying to 
protect 135 Croat civilians hid- 
ing in a basement in Fojnica in 
fear .of reprisals by Muslims 
who stfll control the town. 


Brzezinski: Clinton’s foreign policy costly in long run 


MANILA (AFP) - U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's minimalist 


foreign policy is bound to be 
costly in the long run as it will 
only embolden outcasts like 
North Korea and Haiti, former 
national security adviser Zbig- 
niew Brzezinski said .frere. 

Minimalism “produces the 
progressive undermining of the 
credibility of American pow- 
er." said Mr. Brzezinski, 
national security advisor under 
former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, in an interview pub- 
lished in the Manila Chronicle 
Sunday. 

“Failure to respond to the 


problem of Bosnia, failure to 
deal with other trouble spots is 
likely to produce costs in die 
long run. Which will be quite 
high,” he said. 

Mr. Brezezinski said an 
“activist” foreign policy was 
not an argument for “global 
interventionism'’ by a United 
States acting as a world police- 
man. But one which is “com- 
mitted to the notion of creating 
some structure of global or 
regional... cooperation in the 
wake of the end of the cold 
war.” 

He noted that while the 
world’s remaining superpower 


defeated Iraq “very easily, 
quickly, derisively and at a low 
cost” in die Gulf War, it has 
since made military threats 
against Serbia, but “we have 
been defied and we have back- 
ed off.” 


‘‘We have deployed our 
military power in Somalia, and 
the local warlords lolled scores 
of Americans and we backed 
off,” he said. “We sent our 
naval ships to Haiti and Hai- ■ 
ban 'brigades; armed with revol- 
vers stormed the port. And our 1 

noim nullah ** * 


we could be doing that the 
American public would sup- 
port. If we were consistent and 
committed, we would not be 
doing many of the things we 
threaten to do,” he said, 
adding that Pyongyang will 
“probably not” be cowed by 
U.S. threats and will go ahead 
with attempts to obtain nuclear 
weapons. 


navy pulled baric.” 

“I think there is much more 


‘Today, if we want to en- 
force what we want in Haiti. 
We’ll probably have to use 
power, because until we use it, 
no one will think we will” he 
added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mandela: White rights to be guaranteed 


IXOPO, South Africa (AFP) — African National Congress 
(ANC) President Nelson Mandela Sunday told white farmers 
in this rural Natal midlands town that their land and future 
rights were secured. Speaking at a luncheon with white 
farmers, he said a government of national unity after all-race 
elections next April would include a number of white political 
leaders, including President Frederik De Klerk. “If Inkatba 
Freedom party's President Mangostuhu Buthelezi is able to 
secure 5 per cent of the vote, even he will be there,” he added. 
Until now. whiles in the Ixopo area have been out of the 
mainstream of South African politics, but last year bitter 
fighting between ANC and Inkatha erupted in the area. 
“Whites have had a distorted view of the ANC... and have 
regarded the organisation as public enemy number one” Mr. 
Mandela said. “The ANC is the only organisation offering a 
future which guarantees a security for everyone. The rights of 
the individuals, including property rights, would be guaran- 
teed by a future ANC government” he said. 


return to die negotiating forum winch is due to ratify an 
interim non-rarial constitution this week ahead of a special 
session of parliament. 


25 die as launch capsizes in India 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A crowded motorised launch capsized 
in eastern India Saturday, killing at least 26 people, a news 
agency reported. The ferry was carrying 90 passengers when ft 
capsized in the delta area where die Ganges River splits into 
dozens of smaller rivulets before flowing into the Bay of 
Bengal. The region is about 2,000 kilometres east of New 
Delhi. The dead included eight children. United News of India 
said. Most of the passengers swam ashore, Narayan Ghosh, 
police superintendent of die area, was quoted as saying. 


N. Korea warns South of ‘miserable end* 


Rapprochement unlikely — Buthelezi 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Zulu chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
said a rapprochement between South Africa’s government and 
black and white conservatives boycotting multi-party negotia- 
tions would be a miracle. “It is differences of kind rather than 
of degree. The fatsrethatbe. (President F.W. De Klerk) is 
mapping out for us is a recipe for disaster,” Mr. Buthelezi said 
in a speech Saturday night. "(It) will really be a miracle if we 
find any rapprochement with the South African government” 
Mr. Buthelezi’s Inkatha Freedom Party belongs to the 
Freedom Alliance, a loose grouping of pro-apartheid whites 
and conservative Macks pushing for virtual regional auton- 
omy. Fot several months, they have been boycotting multi- 
ply negotiations charting the country’s transition to majority 
rule from 350 years of white domination. Despite urgent 
meetings with the government, the alliance appears unready to 


i^™ NOrth -, KorCa dec,8red to planned 
U.S.-South Korean military exercises recklessly threaten 
peace and could bring a “miserable end” to South Korea's 
government. The Communist state’s latest warning of war 
dangers came amid efforts by the South and its Western allies 

involving vimi^ly all ofthe 36,000 American Slops based* 
JrffLSfr 650 ; 000 Sontfa Korean troops^The North’s 
SiS!hV NeW Agency quoted an unnamed spokesman 
Sf? < ? mmittec for the Peaceful Reunifiea- 
as saying the exercises show that 
Washington and Seoul have no intention of trying to solve the 

mtendjn S 10 sdfle our republic by' 
means of military threat and war,” the spokesman’s itetemeS 
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Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto (centre) candidate Wasan Sejjad after the oath taking 
smiles as newly elected President Farooq Ahmad ceremony in Islamabad Sunday (AFP photo) 
Leghari (right) shakes hand with opposition 


Bhutto welcomes ally as president 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
A jubilant Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto watched Sunday 
as one of her closest allies took 
the oath of office as Pakistan’s 
president. 

“It is a triumph for all those 
who struggled for democracy. 
We have been vindicated/’ 
Ms. Bhutto told reporters at a 
brief ceremony to swear in 
Farooq Leghari. 

In the past, the president has 
been Ms. Bhutto’s fiercest 
enemy, dismissing her govern- 
ment in 1990 and allegedly 
masterminding her defeat in 
the elections that followed. 

Ms. Bhutto has accused Mr. 
Leghari’s predecessor, Ghu- 
lam Ishaq Khan, of “hatching 
plots” tq undermine partial 
ment, interfering in the miming 
of the country and using the 
powerful military to force her 
out of power. 

Mr. Leghari’s election Satur- 
day by the two bouses of par- 
liament and four provincial 
legislatures almost certainly 
guarantees that Ms. Bhutto’s 
government will complete its 
five-year term. 

Mr. Leghari, a 53-year-old 
landlord, defeated Acting 
President Wasim Sajjad, who 
was backed by Ms. Bhutto's 
political rival and predecessor, 
Nawaz Sharif. 


Ms. Bhutto became prime 
minister and formed a coalition 
government last month follow- 
ing her party’s narrow victory 
in national elections. 

Pakistan’s constitution gives 
the president authority to dis- 
miss the elected government. 
Ishaq Khan, who resigned as 
president in July, used that 
authority to sack Ms. Bhutto's 
government in 1990 and Mr. 
Sharif’s last April, accusing 
both governments of corrup- 
tion and political ineptitude. 

Ms. Bhutto has vowed to 
introduce a constitutional 
amendment hunting the pow- 
ers of the president. Mr. Leghari 
has promised his sup port. 

Mr. Leghari, a veteran sup- 
porter of Ms. Bhutto and a 
member of her Pakistan Peo- 
ple’s Party (PPP), defeated 
Mr. Sajjad by 106 votes in the 
464-member Electoral Col- 
lege. 

The 53-year-old, » Oxford- 
educated Sunni Muslim and a 
big landlord from the political- 
ly important Punjab province, 
who is also known as. Mr. 
Clean, was sworn in Sunday by 
Chief Justice Nasim Hassan 
Shah. 

Soon after taking the oath, 
Mr. Leghari said the “dangers 
of destabilising democracy are 
over.” 


The ceremony was attended 
tty M s. Bhutto, senior civil and 
military officials and opposi- 
tion deputies, including Mr. 
Sajjad. 

“The presidency will no lon- 
ger become the centre of ..intri- 
gues and conspiracies,” Mr. 
Leghari said, adding that the 
office would now serve as a 
source of strength for demo- 
cracy. 

Ms. Bhutto said her party 
will give political and constitu- 
tional 'support to removing the 
discretionary powers held by 
the presidency, including (hat 
of dissolving the National 
Assembly, commenting: 
“Leghari will amend ft.” 

While Mr. Sajjad’s defeat 
was seen as a major political 
setback for Mr. Sharif s Pakis- 
tan Muslim League (PML), 
observers said the outcome 
was likely to minimise chances 
of political confrontation and 
power struggles. 


Bitter Sharif foe and leader 
of tiie ' PML splinter group 
PML-Junejo, Hamid Nasir 
Chattha, predicted a mass de- 
fection from the former pre- 
mier’s party after Ms. Bhutto 
won the first test of strength 
since she was voted to power ip 
the parliamentary elections _ 
last month. * 


CIA-backed Haitian unit turned 


to terror, drugs, report says 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
Haitian intelligence unit 
trained and backed by the CIA 
turned to drug trafficking and 
political terror. The New York 
Times reported in its Sunday 
editions. 

The unit was trained and 
equipped by the Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) from 
1986 to 1991 as part of its war 
on the drug trade, the Tiroes 
said. 

But members of the unit 
threatened to kill the local 
bead of the U.S. Drug En- 
forcement Administration last 
year and senior unit officials 
tortured and interrogated sup- 
porters of ousted President 
Jean -Bertrand Aristide, the 
Times said. 

The CIA ended its backing 
of the group, the National In- 
telligence Service, shortly after 
the 1991 military coup against 
Mr. Aristide, who remains in 
exfle after the collapse of a 
U.N. -brokered plan to restore 


democracy to the impover- 
ished Caribbean nation. 

The CIA has long been scep- 
tical about Mr. Aristide’s suita- 
bility for president of Haiti and * 
Aristide supporters have ac- 
cused the QA of undermining 
his position through analyses 
placing too much trust in the 
military, the Times said. 

The CIA paid top military 
officials for political and milit- 
ary information until Mr. Aris- 
tide’s ouster, but it failed to* 
ensure that several million dol- 
lars earmarked for building up 
the unit were used m the anti- 
drugs war, the Times said. 

Three former chiefs of the 
unit are on tiie U.S. Treasury’s 
list of Haitian officials whose 
U.S. assets were frozen this 
month because of their support 
for the hardline military gov- 
ernment in Port-Au- Prince. 

Meanwhile, Haitian gasoline 
distributors seeking to force, 
three major oil companies to 
release reserves to the fuel- 


starved nation have exhausted 
legal efforts to do so, a Haitian 
newspaper said Saturday. 

But the three oil giants — 
Shell Co. (W.L) Ltd, Texaco 
and Exxon Grip’s Esso Unit — 
have refused to release tiie 
crucial stocks saying to do so 
would breach a U.N. -oil 
embargo imposed on Haiti 
almost four weeks ago, Le 
Nouvelliste said. 

“All legal steps have been 
taken to obtain the forced ex- 
ecution of the judicial deci- 
sion,” the newspaper repotted. 

Earlier this week a judge 
ruled that all three companies 
must release their reserves 
which are estimated to last up 
to six weeks. 

If the companies do not 
comply with the court order. 
Then lawyers for the National 
Association of Petroleum Dis- 
tributors (Anaclip) have 
threatened to use force to 
obtain the release of the 
stocks. 


Hosokawa faces make- or-break test 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa, strug- 
gling to dear the decks before 
Friday’s Japan-U.S. summit, 
faces his toughest domestic test 
as he battles to posh through 
sweeping political reforms and 
tax changes to fire up the 
economy. 

Mr. Hosokawa, who enjoys 


“Hosokawa is facing his big- 
gest challenge since taking 
office,” said Minoru Morita, a 
political columnist. 

“He has to negotiate a com- 


promise deal on political re- 
form with the opposition LDP 


a record 70 per cent support 
rating three mouths into office, 
stands to lose heavily if he fails 
to deliver on an election prom- 
ise — enacting reforms to the 
political and electoral system 
by the end of the year. 

Mr. Hosokawa, the liberal- 
minded leader of an unwieldy 
eight-group coalition, has 
promised to take “political re- 
sponsibility” if he fails, a re- 
mark interpreted to mean he 
will step down or call fresh 
elections. 

As the schedule stands, the 
reform bilk must dear the low- 
er house by Friday — the day 
Mr. Hosokawa will leave for 
summit talks in Seattle — if the 
government hopes to have the 
package cleared through the 
upper house by mid- 
December. 

Also looming Friday is a tax 
reform report that Mr. Hoso- 
kawa plans to present to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton as proof 
of Japan's efforts to boost eco- 
nomic growth, buy more 
American imports and cut its 
chronic trade surplus. 


form with the opposition LDP 
(Liberal Democratic Party) 
and make some very difficult 
decisions on income tax cuts,” 
be said. 


“Then be must convince 
Clinton that his economic mea- 
sures will help cut Japan’s 
trade surplus with the United 
States." 

Mr. Hosokawa gets down to 
business Monday when he is 
due to meet LDP chief Yohei 
Kono to try to break a dead- 
lock over rival plans for politic- 
al and electoral reforms, the 


said Hajime Istni of the coali- 
tion. “If we make changes now 
we could face problems within 
tiie alliance.” 

Government spokesman 
Masayoshi Takemura said if 
the two sides were unable to 
reach a com p romise, the coali- 
tion would make some amend- 
ments to its proposals and push 
them through the lower house 
this week. 


most comprehensive since 
those introduced after World 
War n. 


Neither leader wants to be 
seen as giving in to the other 
for fear of angering malcon- 
tents within tbeir own camps 
who are said lo be contemplat- 
ing defecting. | 

In a televised debate Sunday, 
legislators from both the LDP and 
the coalition said they had not 
decided whether to back a 
compromise plan cobbled 
together by Mr. Hosokawa and 
Mr. Kono. 

“It was hard enough to get 
coalition members to agree to 
the government’s prop osal*: ” 


10,000 Taiwanese 
run against child 
•prostitution 


TAIPEI (R) w More ttea 
10,000 Taiwanese jogged * 
through Taipei’s notorious red. 
light dis trict Sunday toproteafij 1 
against the. island's huge ctifejlr 

' prostitution industry. Qvic^ 
groups estimate there are 
tween 40,000 and 60,006 V 
prostitutes under the agcom* 

m Tiiwan. some rrf fh«n' JmEk * 


in Taiwan, same of them *|t§ 
into prostitution by thefr7|Eb& 
.rents. Social w ork e rs have^f '. 
cused poRce.of turning a .bffilsi- 
eye to the industry. Tan^Pl 
interior, justice and fioj^Jcei# 
ministers joined civic J 

stqdents and housewives jjjCF" 
■the six-kflometre (four-nn^£ 
jog past a row of shutte&t^ 
brotheles on Hua Hsi Street^ 7 ' 
“We are making an ovefa 
revision of current laws 
close the loopholes allowittg^ 
this to occur. We hope 
remove the shame of tfrasoefe-. ^ 
ty,” Justice Minister Ma ting-'-", 
jeon told reporters, At present 
police, citing inadequate 
often release efienis of prosof j 
tutes without punishment 
detaining them briefly. LbcaJ^ ; 
media reports have said so®eT : 
police officers are protecting : v 
and even running brothels. ‘ 
Parliament is considering leg, it 
islation which, would- require Sr 
the names, addresses and- J . 
photographs of clients of child V 
prostitutes to be pubfishcd_m £ 
newspapers. .*■ 


Castro does disco 


CAYO COCO. Cub* (AFP) 

— He may have boxed out of "l 
place udtfa bis olive drab mffit- 1? 
ary Garb, but President FkfeL **.• 
Castro appeared at ease as he Si * 


watched scantily dm! saka~>. 
dancers at Cuba's newest i 


dancers at Cuba's newest' jp". 
Western-style hotel. In a rare T. 
night out on the town, Mr, 
Castro was front and centre t \ 
Friday for a cabaret show inan- 


gurating a 560-room tourist 
hotel, the latest attraction in .f ~ 
Cuba’s drive to bring in badly : v : 
needed hard currency for its -f 
battered economy. Mr. Castro ' 
applauded several times as he • \ : 
took in the show, with salsa ^ 
music filling the discotheque of 
the Guitaxt-Cayo Coco Hotel 
in eastern Cuba. “What svelte 
young people,*’ Mr. Castro '4? 

said as be aomired the dancers, > 
acco r ding to Spanish executive ^ 
Fernando Imbemon, who was & * 
seated next to the leader of the jr 
Cuban Revolution- Mr. Imber-^ll 
non is the vice president of the ? 
Spanish hotel group Guitart, . £ 
which built the hotel in a joint- q 
venture with Cuba’s orthodox' £ 
Communist government. 

McDonald’s sets 1 


UP I 

hotline to satisfy 
Clinton’s cravingsf 

SEATTLE (AFP) — President .1: ;' ' •* 

Bill Clinton will not have to^T' 
worry abotft satisfying his. in - '%'[ 
famous fast-food cravings dnr-^vj/ * v 
mg next week’s trade confer ■= ••• 
eoce now that McDonald's has , ^ 
set up a special hotline for Jum. r‘t] ' , ■: 

A special bright red phone will 3; 
be hooked np at Mr. CUn ton's *../ . 

hotel during tiie Asia-Pacific x 

Economic Cooperation Forum v 

Thursday and Friday, Unking — 

the president directly to the ' 

McDonald’s restaurant across : s 

tiie street. “We thought wc ->*--- 

need to anticipate any needs he 

may have,” said Rhanda Rns- 

selot, manager of the hotel 

where Mr. Clinton wiU be ■ V ;V- \, .. 

staying in a . $l,500-a-nigbt 

suite. i 

Florida schoolboys £»: 
face cocaine T 

charges 

_ __ . : J K '■ 


TAMPA, Fla. (R) — Six CMdusk, ^ 

rlu> VnnnMWf iurt nina naui' ■ ’ 


The LDP’s top parliamen- 
tary negotiator, Yoshiro Mori, 
warned the coalition it would 
face strong opposition in the 
upper house if it resorted to 
strong-arm actions this week. 

“If you push these bills 
through this chamber, we’ll 
make sure you don’t in the 
upper house,” he said in a 
televised debate Sunday. 

The scandal-tainted LDP, 
toppled from power for the 
first time in 38 years last Au- 
gust, is aware its rival plan 
would not survive a vote in the 
lower house, where aS coali- 
tion legislators would rally to 
pass the government proposal. 
But the coalition is divided in 
the upper house. 

Both the government and 
the LDP agree on the need to 
i discaid multi-seat electoral dis-; 
Tricts, seen as tiie root of ram- 
pant corruption. But they dif- 
fer on points such as the seat: 
distribution for single seats and ’ 
proportional representation. 


the youngest just nine years' ? s,,- 
old, were arrested at an Ja*' 
elementary school in the Flor- - 3 
ida City on cocaine possession . m 
charges, police said. “I believe ■ . 

this is about the youngest that '** 

I've seen. Tve seen 13 and I 
14-year-old with crack cocaine, 3 S* 
but a 9-year-old, that’s what a :V 
startled me, ami it’s hard to 1 v 
startle me,7 said police Lieute- i ». ' s*,, 
nant John Garda. “It's kind a i .. ;, w 

heartbreaking.” Lt. Garcia t 
said the police were alerted to ^ ' » 
the' situation , at Mabry 
Elementary School through a.d - 
teacher who had heard that^?' ? ' 
some children might haw#^’ - 
dings. They were summoned '■ L \' 
to tiie campus [Friday. Polk* 


confiscated three and a T - 

grammes of cocaine and left \ 


grammes of cocaine and left i > 
with, six children under arrest; 

Lt„ Garcia said. An 11-year* . 
old boy who allegedly brought | V, 
the drugs to. school was 1 [s. 


me uiujjj LV . SCBVVi w * -''IfX 

charged with possessing 


GDsrgca wun possessing j 
cocaine with intent to dtsfnb j 
bote. The other five* ranging ini 
age from 9to 12, were charged.! 
with cocaine possession. All six , 

- were released to their parents, jf 
pending const appearances. Lt^l 
Garda said ponce were still \ 
trying to determine where the | 
11-year-old gpt the cocaine- 

He had given it to. his school* 
mates witiioot charge, r Lt- Gar- - 
da said. 
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Jordan beats Pakistan 
in Asian basketball 

By AkfiQ Bummyan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

fSSStVS^ - 17th basket - 

impomnt moral boost Sunday when tfafir, 80 

team boat y When ^ K,n S doin s ™toal 

^S£sr £ISi)! ssi'S; , s 

<te P* nd « d mainty on the efforts of the 

^teSn h W?h« givhl 8 ke y Payers a rest as 
the team has three consecutive matches 

™““ n * to half 38-26 Jordan sought to expand 

K*®* 1 M HeIon scored another 
two baskets before Pakistan managed to score by free throws 

<tn u-?°i l T» ertI I}® loosc balls. However Jordan still lead 59-44. 
^2*!? SjS at and y? 61 Badran took Jordan’s lead to 63-48 
before Pakistan sank in a three pointer 
Pakistan trailed by 11 points after i 


iua-m to Saudi Arabia and 91-70 to Thailand 

JtX ?2 cbcs tomesia beat Hong Kong 7062 and Iran 
ewlier beat Hong Kong 94-61. 


Sampras wins EC final 


ANTWERP, Belgium (R) _ 
American Pete Sampras 
crushed Swede Magnus Gus- 
tafcson 6-1, 6-4 in the final of 
the European Community 
(EC) Tennis Championship 
Sunday to collect bis eighth 
tournament victory rhis year. 

Sampras's win in just 53 mi- 
nutes guaranteed the Amer- 
ican the coveted 1993 year- 
ending world number one 
ranking, ATP officials said. 

Sampras, who earlier de- 
scribed the end-of-year top 
Spot as "th* 4 idng on the cake,’' 
can no longer be overhauled by 
world number two Jim Courier 
in next week's season-ending 
ATP Tour finals in Frankfurt, 
Germany. 

Sampras, whose 1993 titles 
include the Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open Grand Slam 
events, stormed to a 5-0 lead 
in the first set with three ser- 
vice games to love and two 
breaks. 

At 5-0 the first whistles 
could be beard from a dis- 
appointed crowd, which had 
not expected such a one-sided 
affair. 

The 22-year-old Sampras, 
who had never played die nn- 
seeded Gustafsson before. 


took the first set in barely 18 
minutes and continued the 
onslaught in the second set. 

He broke Gnstafsson's serve 
for a 4-2 lead and was only 
briefly in trouble in the eight 
game when the Swede wasted 
two breakpoints. 

Sampras, who had been on 
the brink of defeat in his semi- 
final against Frenchman Cedric 
Pioiine Saturday, played much 
more accurately than m earlier 
matches here and kept Gus- 
tafsson, often considered more 
of a day-court specialist, glued 
to the baseline. 

Gustafsson, ranked 19th in 
the world, beat second seed 
Michael Stick and thrid seed 
Boris Becker in the quarterfin- 
als and semifinals respectively. 

“It’s been an unbelievable 
year,” Sampras said. “My ten- 
nis has gotten better ana bet- 
ter... I’ve won the two biggest 
Grand Slams,” he said. 

Sampras said his game plan 
had worked very well. 
‘Throughout the match I felt I 
was pretty much in control... I 
never really allowed him to get 
into his rhythm,” he said. 

The crowd greeted the end 
of the match with a mixture of 
applause and whistles. 


"Graf reaches final of Philadelphia Slims 


PHILADELPHIA, Pennsyl- 
vania (Agencies) — Top- 
ranked Steffi Graf of Germany 
defeated American Kimbery 
^SdiSCfPO 6-3, 6-1 here Saturday to 
reach the finals of a $750,000 
women's tennis tournament. 

Graf needed just 46 minutes 
to win the semifinal match and 
k . \'tam a berth in Simday’s final 
/ . ; j against Spain's Conchita Mar- 
^rinez. Martinez eliminated 
■" - Amay Frazier 6-2, 6-4 in the 
: 'Other semifinal. 

’ " .Graf, in her first tournament 

■ sftfo foot surgery last month, 
“ seeks her 10th title of the year. 

'She is 72-5 so far this season, 
"■ ’ with three Grand Slam titles. 
Martinez, winless in nine 
-career matches against- Graf, 
has four tournament titles this 
year and a 69-12 record. 

: The event is a tuneup for a 
. $3.5 million event that opens 

■ Monday in New York. 

Martinez became the 
• second-seeded player when fel- 
low Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez 
Vkario withdrew due to 31- 

. .. . ness. .... 

Although Frazier oftea ha 
- - ... harder, Manner played more 


consistently, mixing topspin 
and cut strokes and standing 
up to Frazier’s corner shots. 

“I served very good today,” 
said Martinez, ranked fourth in 
the world behind Graf, San- 
chez Vicario and Martina Nav- 
ratilova. On service, Martinez 
won 17 of 24 points in the first 
set and 20 of 22 in the second 
set She had five aces and two 
double-faults. 

Frazier escaped three break 
points in the fourth game of 
the first set, then double- 
faulted twice on break points 
to lose the sixth and eighth 
games. 

In the 16-point sixth game of 
the second set, Martinez hit 
twice into the net on break 
points, allowing Frazier to hold 
serve. But Martinez lost only 
.two points on her own serve 
during the set and won from 
15-15 in the 10th game on three 
straight errors by Frazier. 

“I think die was better at 
taking control of the point first 
than I was, and she seemed to 
have me on the run first,” said 
Frazier, a former top 20 play- 


er. She Is coining back after 
taking a six-month break from 
the tour for personal reasons. 

She fell to 1-3 lifetime 
against Martinez, including a 
lopsided loss at this year’s U.S. 
Open. 

“1 think I learned from the 
match at the Open,” Frazier 
said. “I tried to be a title more 
patient today. It seemed to 
work.” 

Meanwhile Po couldn’t be- 
lieve her ears after surviving 
the first match point. 

“Come on, Steffi, corns” a 
fan yelled from the stands. 

Graf, the world’s lop-ranted 
player, was up 5-1 and serving 
after winning the first set, Po’s 
sharp forehand down the line 


to reach deuce had merely 
stalled the inevitable. 

T was like, ‘bow can you say 
that to her,”’ Po said. 

Grf only needed one more 
chance Saturday night to win 
6-3, 6-1 and stop Po's string of 
upsets at the Virginia S lims of 
Philadelphia. 

“She makes the court seem 
very small,” Po said of Graf. “I 
feel tike I don’t have two many 
spots to hit the ball.” 

Nevertheless, Graf missed 
half her first serves and made 
11 unforced errors in the 46- 
minute match. “I wouldn’t 
even think this was close to her 
best personally,” Po said. “She 
was making errors, especially 
in the first set.” 


Rosset wins Kremlin Cup 


MOSCOW (R) — Switzerland’s 

- Marc Rosset outgunned Ger- 
many's Patrik Kuhnen Sunday 

- to win the Kremlin Cup for the 
second tune in a final more 

\ 5 If 2 notable for its. errors than its 
thrills. 

Watched Boris Yeltsin, Ros- 
5 a!' 5*" set swept to an emphatic 6-4, 
raw *'6-3 victory in a tournament 
1B : &Jdmg to establish itself as 
6he of Russia's top interna- 
tional sporting events. 

The top-seeded Swiss, rank- 
«d 15th in the world, used his 
-big serve to telling effect and 
was never seriously threatened 
by bis unseeded opponent. 

The unheralded Kuhnen 


struggled gamely, especially in 
the first set when he recovered 
well to break back immediately 
after losing his opening service 
game. 

Both players took time to 
find their rhythm and allowed 
a figety Moscow audience to 
affect their concentration. 
Rosset, especially, had trouble 
with his timing and served an 
uncharacteristic number of 
double faults. 

But it was Kuhnen who 
eventually cracked, serving at 
4-5, be pushed an easy volley 
way beyond the baseline to 
give Rosset set-point, then fol- 
lowed up with a doable fault. 
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nwinih with the South cards. That 

might have made it easier to land in 

three no trump, a simple contract as 
the cards lie. 

Against five diamonds West led a 
club, putting the contract in imme- 
diate jeopardy- Had declarer tried ' 
the finesse, the defenders would 
have come to a club and two trump 
tricks. Declarer chose another line. 

South rose with the ace of dubs 
and cashed the ace and king of 
Koades. discarding a dub from hand. 
After coming to hand with a spade 
ruff, declarer successfully ran the 
queen of hearts, then repeated the 
finesse. The ace of hearts took care 
of declarer's remaining chib. The 
closed *»»nd was entered with a dub 
ruff and the ace of diamonds was 
cashed, followed by another tramp. 

West's dub return was ruffed and 
pverrulTed, and declarer led another 
trump. Since that removed the re- 
maining enemy fang, declarer u3ed 
home, only two trump backs 

The hand has on unusual feature. 
With divine inspiration. North- 
South can make game at three no 
trump, four hearts, four spader five 
and five diamonds. So much 
for those who claim that bridge » a 
science, not an art. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

With deluxe furniture, located in Jabal Amman, 5th 
Circle. Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
sitting room, with 2 verandas, 2 bathrooms, central 
heating and telephone. Area: 175 square metres. 

Call tel 672906 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHA1NA 

Three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting room, luxurious' 
furniture, in a modem and new building, with telephone 
and independent central heating, suitable for a diplo- 
mat. 

Call tel. 820259, 826493 


UNFURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

Three bedrooms, central heating, new build- 
ing, super deluxe finishing. 

Located: West Shmeisani, north of Safeway 
Supermarket. 

Rent: JD 3,600 yearly 
For more information, 
please call: 601865 • 


REQUIRED 

Experienced, part-time 

teachers of: 

English as a foreign language 

applicants must have English as a first language. 

For further details please call: 
(643198-643199) dally from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

Executive secretary required for a regional 

office. It is anticipated that the successful 

applicant will have the following qualifica- 
tions: 

1. Knowledge of secretarial skills. 

2. Excellent command of Arabic and English 
languages — both writing and speaking — 
is required. 

3. Computer skills. 

4. 2-5 years of experience. 

5. Knowledge of clearing and shipping busi- 
ness is preferable. 

6. University graduates, preferable. 

Call telephone 643627-643628 


Suleymanoglu is triumphant 


MELBOURNE ( AP) — Naim 
Suleyman ogin of Turkey, the 
greatest weightlifter of his gen- 
eration, returned from a 16- 
month break Sunday to sweep 
all three gold medals m the 
64-kilograra class at the World 
Championships. 

He then vowed to keep lift- 
ing through the 1996 Olympics, 
where he hopes to become the 
first man to win gold medals at 
three successive games. 

Suleymanoglu had not lifted 
competitively since his triumph 
in the 60- kilogram division at 
the 1992 Olympics, but the 
25-year-old showed be had lost 
none of his fire. 

He hoisted 145 kilog ram s 
(319V4 pounds) in the dean- 
and-jerk for a total of 322.5 
(711). The jerk and the total 
will be recognised as world 
records in the new class. 

“I'd lifted a lot more in 
training than I bad to lift to- 
day, so I was always 100 per 
cent confident,” Suleymanoglu 
said. 

Suleymanoglu, the first man 
to lift three times his own body 
weight, put in only three 
months of serious training for 
the championships after spend- 
ing a year on the sidelines 
following his Barcelona Olym- 
pic triumph. 

Ri Hi Bong of North Korea 
took the silver in the overall 
dass with a total of 317.5 (700) 
and the bronze in the snatch. 
Zhang Youyi of China took 
silver in the snatch, while 
Valerios Leonidis of Greece 
took silver in the jerk and 
Yurik Saririssian of Armenia 
won the bronze. 

Veteran Saririssian, world 
champion for the Soviet Union 
in 1982 and 1983, also finished 
third overall with a total of 315 
(6941/4) — winning Armenia's, 
first World Championship 
medals. 

Chen Xiaomin, a 16-year- 
old Chinese schoolgirl, won 
gold medals in all three classes 
of the women's 54-kilogram 
division, setting world records 
in each. 

Chen lifted 90 kilograms 
(198 'A pounds) in the snatch 
and 110 (24216) in the jerk for 






• sSvir-': 


Turkish champion Naim Snleymanogto Sunday 
Bfts 177.5 kilograms, a new world record, for the 


64 kflogram 

Championships 


a total of 200 (441). 

Robyn Bird of foe United 
Stales took the overall silver 
medal, while 18-year-old Kar- 
nam Malleswari of India won 
the bronze. 

. The order was the same in 
snatch, although Nancy Niro of 
Canada took salver in the jerk 
and Hiromi Uemera of Japan 
the bronze. 

Snleymanogln needed only 
two lifts in each category to 
clinch his victory. He failed in 
his first attempt at 175 kilo- 
grams (385% pounds) in the 
jerk, but had no difficulty with 
the heavier load. 

Suleymanoglu now has won 
16 world titles in various clas- 
ses to add to his pair of Olym- 
pic titles. 

He was cheered on by hun- 
dreds of locally based Turks, 
who chanted his name and 
shouted uproariously at each 
of his successful lifts. 

After his successful dean- 
and-jerk, he waved to the fans 
and then blew kisses in their 
direction. The fans responded 
by waving Turkish flags. 

“It felt tike 1 was competing 
in Istanbul in front of my own 


people,” be said. 

Suleymanoglu, who was 
known as Naum Shalamanov 
in his homeland of Bulgaria, 
says Melbourne is his “second 
home.” 

An ethnic Turk, he defected 
in Melbourne in 1986 just 
hours after winning his third 
World Cup title for Bulgaria. 

After spending two weeks in 
hiding, be flew to Turkey and 
settled in Ankara. He won 
gpld medals for Turkey in both 
foe 1988 and 1992 Olympics 
and is a national hero in his 
new country. 

Suleymanoglu said his 
dream of Olympic gold in 
Atlanta would keep him com- 
peting over the next three 
years, despite a lifestyle that 
includes smoking and night- 
clubbing. 

“When I could re t ire happi- 
ly,” he said. “It would be 
tremendous to retire knowing 
that I had done something no 
other weightlifter has done be- 
fore.” 

Chen, whose parents run a 
winery and who attends a 
sports school in Guangdong, 
said she had been very confi- 


at the World Wc 

in Melbourne, Australia 

dent but “didn’t expect to win 
so easily” in the women’s 54- 
kQogram dass. 

Byrd, a 23-year-old 
elementary school teacher, 
finished second for foe fourth 
time in a World Cham- 
pionship. 

“It’s hard to believe foe 
weights these Chinese girls 
lift,” she said. “They are not 
impossible weights, but I don’t 
know if I can catch up.” 

The Chinese are favoured to 
win all but one of foe gold 
medals in women’s competi- 
tion. 

Winning lifts in each disci- 
pline of both men’s and 
women’s events will be recog- 
nised as nominal world records 
under controversial new Inter- 
national Weightlifting Federa- 
tion weight groupings — pro- 
viding they exceed standards 
established by the IWF. 

The championships are the 
first event in which world re- 
cords can be officially recog- 
nised in foe new weight classes. 

Lifting in 10 men’s divisions 
and nine women’s divisions at 
foe Royal Exhibition Building 
continues through Nov. 21. 


• j SALE • 




Unpaid” . - - 

Toyota €ressjda. Station Wagon, model 1986, 
white color, 2000 XL, airconditioned, excellent 
condition, available for immediate sale. - 
For more information please call 649040 



Bids are invited for the sale of variety of play- 
ground apparatus consisting of (9) pieces, includ- 
ing: Monkey bars and jungle gyms. They are in 
good condition and suitable for kindergarten, 
private gardens and schools. 

For Inspection, please contact the deputy 
head of junior school, phone 845572, 
847191-2-3, starting Nov. 15, 1993, between 
8:30 am. and 3:30 p.m. during school hours. 
Bidders are requested to include a bank 
cheque of 10 per cent as a bid bond. 

Closing date is Saturday Nov. 21, 1993, 12:00 Boon. 


POSITION WANTED 


HIGHLY ORGANIZED, SELF STARTING INDIVIDUAL WITH| 
EXCELLENT TECHNICAL AND MANAGERIAL SKILLS , 
FLUENT IN ARABIC & ENGLISH , 

IS SEEKING A POSITION IN 
A LARGE COMPANY , UN AGENCY , 

EMBASSY, UNIVERSITY OR A GOVERNMENT AGENCY. . 

lEDUCATIONl 

-BS. MECHANICAL ENGINERING , [ USA J . 

- MBA INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS [USA }. 
-SPECIAL STUDIES IN HUMAN RELATIONS. 


I EXPERIENCE I 


13 IN MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT 

ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION 

IN THE TRAINING AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLED LABOR . 

5yE%%!> IN RETAIL & MARKETING . 

- EJCCBLLE^fX KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
AMERICAN AND JORDANIAN MARKETS . 


PLEASE CALL ADLi HAMDAN TEL -. 811522 AMMAN 




JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A reputed Jordanian company requires to fill the 
position of a secretary with the following qualifica- 
tions; 

- Female not more than 25 years. 

-Young and dynamic. 

- University graduate. The academic performance 
should have been good/strong. 

- Fluency in English, coupled with strong writing 
abilities. 

-Mastering all office routines. 

- Personal computer knowledge will be an asset. 
-Ability to work with people. 

- Not less than two years experience. 

Only candidates who meet the above re- 
quirements are requested to call for an 
appointment on 603703 ext. (7404/7411) 
from (3:30-1:00 and from 3:30*6:00), starting 
from Monday 15/11/93 till Wednesday 17/ 
11/93. 

(All applications wfil be treated in strict confidentiality) 




“ Un Saluto alia Patria “ 

“ L’il lustre Patria Cl incoraggia ad essere 
illustrl” 

On the Occasion of the anniversary of the 
Italian Arm Forces , 

The Italian Language Center 

has the pleasure to Congratulate His 
Excellency the Italian Ambassador 
Dott. Romuaido Bettini, 

The Defence Attache' 

Colonel Danilo Neri 
and our Italian Community in Jordan , wishing 
you, further progress and prosperity . 

“ A Great Nation encourages us to 
be Great “ 

CENTRO LINGUIST1CO ITALIANO^^ 
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Harrison Ford — in 

* 

V A , . 

JURASSIC PARK 

Shorn; IMP. W ***• 


The Fugitive 

Shows: 12:31). 3:30. 6:15. K:30. 10:30 

Tc CONCORD ‘2’ in 

The Prince Of Tides 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 0:00. 8:15. 10:15 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz, Aida Riad 
in 

Three On The Road 

Shows: l2‘-50. 3:00, 5:00. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


W: 675571 

NabS A! Hfiasbini Tbeetre 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajef. 
Hassan Al Shaar, Fuad Shomafi 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabfl & His Fiam’s ™.: 625IS5P 

AHUM TC53ATRE 


The political comeay 

mCCMRE ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Hata to visit Mideast in January 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese Foreign Minister Tsutomu Hata 
plans to visit Israel. Jordan and Egypt in January to identify 
ways Japan can contribute to Palestinian self-rule in the 
occupied Gaza Strip and West Bank, a newspaper reported 
Sunday. Japan has pledged $200 million for Palestinian aid 
over two years. Mr. Hata wants to be the first Japanese foreign 
minister to visit Jericho and the West Bank, the Tokyo 
Shimbun said. 

Israeli, SLA forces trade fire with Hizbollah 

MARJAYOUN. Lebanon (AFP) — Israeli forces and their 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) allies exchanged fire with 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah guerrillas in southern Lebanon on 
Sunday, army and police officials said. A joint Israeli-SLA 
post at Shumariyeh in the centre of Israel's self-declared 
■‘security zone" was shelled three times, but there were no 
casualties, an SLA official said. Hizbollah. which is opposed to 
the Arab- Israeli peace talks, said there were “several dead and 
wounded" following the shelling. An Israeli position at Tohra 
in the same sector also came under fire, while further south 
anti-tank rockets were fired at SLA positions in Beit Yahoun, 
Baraacbit and Rcheif. but there were no casualties, the SLA 
source said. Israeli and SLA artillery fired about 50 shells at 
areas bordering on the "security zone,” without inflicting 
casualties. Lebanese police said. 

Tajik refugees resume returning home 

DUSHANBE (AFP) — Fundamentalist Muslim Tajiks re- 
sumed their return home from Afghanistan Sunday after being 
delayed for four months because of a cholera epidemic in 
southern Tajikistan, the Tajik Foreign Ministry said. Accord- 
ing to official Tajik figures, some 50,000 Tajiks currently live 
in Afghanistan after fleeing the country earlier this year to 
escape Che neo-communist regime which came to power in 
Dushanbe in December 1992. The first rail convoy transport- 
ing some 600 refugees arrived Sunday in Termez, on the 
border between Afghanistan and Uzbekistan, from where the 
refugees will be taken to Tajikistan, in an operation being 
supervised by U.N. observers, the ministry said. Saturday 
some 109 Afghan soldiers originally from Uzbekistan, includ- 
ing three generals, asked for political asylum in Tajikistan 
after fleeing fighting in the north of Afghanistan But they 
were extradited back to Afghanistan in what Tajik officials 
described as “a goodwill gesture” towards Kabul. 

Iran seizes one tonne of morphine 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian authorities have seized 
one-and-a-half tonnes of morphine in southeastern Iran near 
the border with Pakistan, Iranian dailies reported Sunday. The 
drug, destined for Europe, was from ‘’international traffick- 
ers” in the Mir Javeb region in sistan-Balucfaestan province, 
the reports said. The newspapers gave no details of any 
arrests. According to official figures, some 47 tonnes of 
narcotics have been seized in Iran in the past six months, 
compared with S3.8 tonnes for the whole of 1992. Iran 
introduced tough anti-drug laws on Jan. 21, 1989, calling for 
capital punishment for anyone arrested with more than 30 
grammes of heroin or five kilogrammes of opium. More than 
2,000 convicted smugglers have been executed since then. 

Two freed journalists handed over to Hekmatyar 

KABUL (AFP) — Two foreign journalists captured last 
Monday on a combat zone in east Kabul were transferred 


Elections were fair, free and honest- Hammad 

' 1 i PnrTu 


Sunday to Charasyab, headquarters of Afghan Prime Minister 
and Hezb-e-Islami chief Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, a Hezb 
commander said. Speaking via Radio to Agence rrance-Presse 


iulbuddin Hekmatyar, a Hezb 


(AFP), Kashmir Khan, the Hezb leader in east Kabul, said he 
had sent the two men. New Zealander Terence White of AFP 
and American John Jenning, of the Associated Press, to 
Charasyab on the express demand of Mr. Hekmatyar. The two 
journalists were captured by Hezb- e-lsl ami south of Tagob 60 
kilometres north-east of Kabul, where the two main Mujahe- 
deen factions — Hezb and the forces of former Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah Massoud — have been fighting for two 
weeks. Mr. Jenning sustained slight injuries to bis feet during 
his capture. Mr. White was reported to be in good health. 
Hezb-e-Islami have given no indication as to where the pair 
were held since their detention on Nov. 8. 

74 Kurdish rebels killed since November 5 

ANKARA (AFP) — Seventy four Kurdish rebels have been 
killed by security forces in southeast Anatolia since Nov. 5, 
Turkey’s Interior Minister Nahit Mentese said in a statement 
on Sunday. He said 160 other people that he called “terror- 
ists” (the official term for separatists) had been seized during 
the same period, adding that security forces had suffered no 
casualties. A further 121 people had been arrested for 
harbouring the rebels, he said. More than 10.280 people — 
military, police, civilians and rebels — have been killed in the 
region according to official figures compiled by AFP since the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) declared its armed rebellion 
against the government in Ankara in 1984. 

Storms lash southern Caspian Sea coast 

NICOSIA (AP) — Torrential storms lashed the southern 
Caspian seashore over the weekend, damaging thousands of 
homes and causing widespread inundation. Iran's official news 
agency reported Sunday. Gale force winds toppled power lines 
and damaged some 3.000 homes in the city of Bandar Anzali. 
where the sea level had risen 63 centimetres. There was no 
mention of injuries in the Islamic Republic News Agency’s 
(IRNA) dispatches. Mayor B. Behnamju of Bandar Anzali 
told IRNA that the Beheshti and Taleqani islands and vast 
areas near the Anzali lagoon were submerged. Heavy flooding 
was also reported about 200 kilometres east in Nowshahr. 
IRNA said the storms had washed away several houses and 
toppled scores of electricity cables. Seven-metre waves 
crashed onto the shore in Kolachi. about halfway between the 
two larger cities, cracking a bride barrier and forcing the 
evacuation of dozens of families, the reports said. 

Saudi king pardons 239 Filipino prisoners 

DUBAI (R) - Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd has pardoned 239 
Filipino prisoners in the kingdom in response to a pica from 
their cmnassy. Philippines Ambassador Abraham Rasul said 
on Sunday. The embassy sent the pica to the king in January 
1993. he told Reuters, adding that details of their release and 
return home still had to he arranged. Diplomats in the 
kingdom said the prisoners had been jailed for offences like 
drinking alcohol, embezzlement, theft and adultery. Mr. 
Rasul said the Saudi Foreign Ministry had sent a letter to the 
embassy with a list of the names of the 239 pardoned 
prisoners. 

Anger in Britain over Tunisian** asylum 

LONDON (R) - British victims of militants who staged a 
series of bomb attacks on tourists in Tunisia have demanded 
the government reconsider its decision to give their leader 
political asylum, the Sunday Telegraph said. Rashid CShan- 
nonchi. 50. Tunisia’s Islamic fundamentalist lender, was jailed 
for life after being convicted of masterminding the bombings 
in the summer of IW7. IhiI later received a presidential 
pardon. Five Britons were amongst 13 tourists injured in the 
attacks on hotels, fine victim, a Scottish barmaid, lost a foul. 
“After all the misery he has caused he should not lie allowed 
lo remain in fliis country.” BrCnda Ah bed, 65, of Manchester 
ill northern England, who was in one of the homlicd hotels, 
said. Mr. f ihannourhi was given permission in August to live 
in I finikin after he said Ins safety could not Ik guaranteed if lie 
was sent hack to Tunisia. "I’m surptised this chap has liccn 
granted political asylum given the uroimstaiacs of the case." 
(ieoige Foulkes, an opposition IrImiiii Party niriulxr of 
parliament, said 


AMMAN (Petra) — Interior 
Minister Salameh Hammad 
Saturday reviewed the consti- 
tutional and legal procedures 
followed by the ministry to 
ensure the fairness and integri- 
ty of parliamentary elections. 

In a report to the Cabinet, 
Mr. Hammad said the Nov. 8 
elections were carried out in 
accordance with the one- 
person, one-vote law, thus en- 
suring equality among all 
citizens — voters and candi- 
dates. 

Mr. Hammad said that the 
ministry was able, through ac- 
tive follow-up and monitoring, 
to secure the neutrality of all 
government departments, em- 
ployees and all state executive 
bodies at all levels. The total 
neutrality of foe government 
system and the integrity and 
Airiness of elections, were en- 
sured. he said. 

The election process was 
conducted smoothly and freely 
i without any obstacles or any 
| intervention from any indi- 
vidual or party, foe report said. 


Describing the measures 
taken by the Ministry of In- 
terior to avoid duplication of 
voter names. Mr. Hammad 
said foe ministry had verified 
voter registration lists follow- 
ing the discovery at an early 
stage of duplication of names. 
The ministry went a step furth- 
er by requesting all voters to 
produce their identity cards, 
prior to casting their votes, he 
said. 

The minister said foe vote- 
counting process took place 
under foe supervision of cen- 
tral committees known for 
their ability, integrity and hon- 
esty, in foe presence of the 
.candidates themselves or their 
representatives. After verifica- 
tion, results of foe count were 
sent by computer to foe minis- 
ter who announced them on 
Nov. 9. 

Mr. Hammad said ail obser- 
vers and foreign journalists 
bad attested to the accuracy 
and integrity of elections in 
.their reports. 

The elections, Mr. Hammad 



Stdaneb Hammad 

said, were characterised by 
honesty, fairness, freedom, 
free and bo nest competition, 
good organisation and order. 

Even several candidates who 
lost praised the supervisors of 
foe election process, and said 
the process itself was smooth, 
easy-going and accurate. They 
also congratulated their win- 
ning colleagues to show their 


good spirit and respect for the 
democratic process, Mr. Ham- 
mad said. 

The report said that a very 
small minority started hurting 
themselves and their reputa- 
tion by embarking on be- 
haviours contradicting with the 
democratic spirit which the 
vast majority of the Jordanian 
people has demonstrated. 

They attempted to fabricate 
reasons to justify their failure 
and put foe blame on others, it 
said. 

Commenting on results of 
foe elections, foe report said 
the Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
scored 16 seats. 

The remaining parties did 
not score sufficient numbers of 
seats to qualify them to be- 
come influential parliamentary 
pressure bases even though 
they scored.14 seats altogether. 

The Jordan National 
Alliance Party scored four 
seats, A1 Ahd (three), A1 
Yakatha (two), A1 Mustakbal 
(one), the Jordan Arab Baath 
Party (one), the Jordan Arab 


National Deuocratic Puny 
.(one) the Jordan Commons! Party* 
(one), and the Jordan Demo- 
cratic People^ Party (one). 

Political parties, including 
the IAF, won a total 30 seats, 
while other groupings which 
are not licensed as parties won 
nine seats. 

These indude the Muslim 
Brotherhood (two), indepen- 
dent Islamists (three), Arab 
Nationalists (two) and the lef- 
tists (two) seats. 

The report added that Jorda- 
nian nationalists and indepen- 
dents won 41 seats, including 
28 by Jordanian nationalists as 
individuals and 13 by indepen- 
dents. 

Of the total 80 Lower House 
members in the 12th Parlia- 
ment. 14 Jordanians are of 
Palestinian origin, the majority 
of whom belong to the IAF. 

The majority of the leftists 
and Arab nationalists are of 
Jordanian origin, and the 
majority of party candidates 
who won, excluding the IAF, 
are of Jordanian origin. 



Hezb A1 Tahrir leaders freed from custody Legislature 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Several hardline 
Islamists held on suspicion ot 
subversion and illegal political 
activities have been released 
after several months of deten- 
tion, one of the released de- 
tainees said Sunday. , 

Eight or nine suspects were 
released in foe course of the 
last two weeks, and two mem- 
bers of the Hezb A1 Tahir A1 
Island (Islamic Liberation Par- 
ty — CLP) were freed Saturday 
afternoon from the General 
Intelligence Department, said 
Ata Abu Rishteh, a spokes- 
man for the ILP who was 
arrested in May. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh said he and 
party activist Baler Khawaldeb 
were released together. He 
said he believed other ILP 
members, detained in a period 
of three months after he and 
Mr. Khawaldeh were arrested, 
remained in custody. 

“I am not sure how many are 
held since my information is 
sketchy since I was released 
only yesterday,” Mr. Abu 
Rishteh told the Jordan Times. 
“But foe information available 
to me indicates that at least 
eight of our members are still 
in detention.” 

No official comment was im- 
mediately available. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh and Mr. 
Khawaldeh were arrested in 
the third week of May, more 
than one month after a group 
of students of the Muta Uni- 


versity in foe south and several 
Hezb A1 Tahrir activists were 
rounded up on charges of plot- 
ting to assassinate foe King 
during a June 26 graduation 
ceremony at foe university. 

“It was proved to our inter- 
rogators we had no links to any 
plot or action against the 
Jordanian government,” Mr. 
Abu Rishteh told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We were detained 
apparently because our orga- 
nisation was not licensed under 
Jordanian laws and regula- 
tions.” 

Ten people, five of them 
Muta students, another ex- 
student and four others — two 
of them in absentia — are 
being tried at foe State Secur- 
ity Gourt charged with “plot- 
ting against the life of’ King 
Hussein, and conspiracy to re- 
write the constitution through 
violent means. 

They are also charged with 
belonging to an organisation 
which is not legalised under the 
Kingdom's laws. All of them 
have pleaded not guilty and foe 
defence j&presentmg its case to 
the tourt. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh and Mr. 
Khawaldeh were not charged 
in foe case, but they were 
called as witnesses for the de- 
fence while in detention at the 
General Intelligence Depart- 
ment. 

Both of them testified that 
they knew nothing of the assas- 
sination plot and that they 


were being held for illegal poli- 
tical activities. 

They admitted that their 
party ideology called for the 
establishment of an Islamic 
caliphate but that they were 
not planning subversion in Jor- 
dan since they felt the King- 
dom was not the ideal place to 
launch an Islamic caliphate. 

They told foe court that they 
did not apply for legal recogni- 
tion for Hezb A1 Tahrir A1 
Is (ami under foe Kingdom's 
new political parties law 
enacted last year because foe 
law did not permit any parties 
to have external links. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh told the 
court that Hezb A1 Tahrir had 
relations with many other 
groups bearing foe same name 
outside Jordan, including Ger- 
many, and, as such, it did not 
want to apply for legalisation 
in tiie Kingdom. 

In his testimony, Mr. Abu 
Rishteh, a civil engineer oper- 
ating a building design and 
consultancy office in Russeifeh 
northeast of Amman, said he 
knew only defendant in the 
case. 

Hezb A! Tahrir, which does 
not recognise any of foe Arab 
‘regimes and advocate the 
establishment of an Islamic 
caliphate, was founded by 
Sheikh Noureddine Nabhani in 
the West Bank in 1951. 

While the party does not 
publidy advocate foe use of 
violence to achieve its objec- 
tive, experts on its ideology say 


that the group adopts a 
strategy of enlisting highly in- 
fluential leaders of the society 
and members of the security 
forces to stage coup <Tetats. 

A Jordan chapter of Hezb 
A1 Tahrir was established in 
1952, and Sheikh Nabhani won 
a seat in the Jordanian Parlia- 
ment on a Hezb A1 Tahrir 
Party ticket in 1956. He fled 
Jordan shortly after King Hus- 
sein banned political parties 
following a leftist coup attempt 
in 1957. 

Sheikh Nabhani died in 
Lebanon in the early 1970s. 
His party was implicated in an 
aborted coup plot in 1978. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh and Mr. 
Khawaldeh have a record of 
crossing paths with foe security 
forces and have both been de- 
tained at least three times each 
at varying occasions since foe 
1980s. 

Mr. Abo Rishteh hit the 
headlines during the Gulf crisis 
when he was detained after a 
press conference where he said 
the Arabs would be justified if 
they attacked foreigners in re- 
taliation for any allied attack 
on Iraq. He was released after 
an overnight detention. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh said Sun- 
day be was treated well in 
detention. He and his col- 
league had told the State 
Security Court that they were 
treated well during their deten- 
tion period. He said he (fid not 
know the background of other 
suspects released in the last 
two weeks. 


Algerian sweep nets hundreds of suspects 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Algerian 
security forces have stepped up 
crackdown on extremists since 
the release of three kidnapped 
French consular workers, 
arresting hundreds of people 
nationwide in the past two 
weeks. 

Some 200 people were de- 
tained early Saturday in the 
latest sweep by Algerian gov- 
ernment forces of known fun- 
damentalist strongholds. 

The sweep was launched be- 
fore dawn in the Biecourt dis- 
trict of the city, around the 
area of the “Kabul” mosque, a 
stronghold of the extremist 
group known as “Afghans” 


composed of veterans from the 
war in Afghanistan. 

The “Afghans” form foe 
hardcore of the Islamic Armed 
Group which claimed responsi- 
bility for seizing three French 
consular workers last month. 

A similar swoop two weeks 
ago in foe eastern district of 
foe capital led to the release 
immediately afterwards of the 
three hostages on Oct. 30 and 
31. 

On Tuesday, France took 
similar action, detaining some 
88 suspected Algerian fun- 
damentalists throughout 
France in apparent reprisal for 
Muslim fundamentalist threats 


against French nationals in 
Algeria (see page 2). 

Although there has been no 
official total of those rounded 
up in Algeria, the independant 
press said it marked a “new 
offensive strategy” by security 
forces, in a bid to prevent the 
rebels from getting foe upper 
hand. 

But despite the crackdown, 
new offences occur daily 
which have been blamed on 
the rebels. 

When Prime Minister Red ha 
Malek came to power in Au- 
gust, he pledged a crackdown 
on militants who have waged a 
rebellion against foe military- 


backed government since 
January 1992 after it cancelled 
elections that the now-banned 
Islamic Salvation Front was 
poised to win. 

A founding member of the 
FIS has been kidnapped by a 
group that has vowed to strike 
against extremists, the pro- 
secutor's office here said Sun- 
day. 

Mohammad Tidjini Boudjel- 
kha, a mathematics lecturer at 
Algier's Bab A1 Zouar uni- 
versity. was kidnapped on 
Nov. 8 after gunmen claiming 
to be police officers burst into 
his home at l(k00 p.m. 


to meet 

(Continued from page I) 

Monday’s polls, Jordan’s 
first multiparty elections 
since 1956, also produced the 
Kingdom's first woman par- 
liamentarian, Toujan Faisal. 

Ms. Faisal, who has had a 
running battle with Islamic 
hardliners who condemned 
her liberal views, is opposed 
to foe peace process in its 
present format. Observers 
consider her mostly as a lef- 
tist. 

Ishak A 1 Farhan, 
secretary-general of foe IAF, 
vowed last week that his 
group was dedicated to 
opposing any peace accord 
with Israel and was seeking to 
form a coalition to defeat 
peace moves with the Jewish 
state. 

It is not known who from 
the House would join such a 
coalition, given that the poli- 
tical platforms of most of the 
others are very much in line 
with Jordan's commitment to 
the peace process. If any- 
thing, many of the new de- 
puties are expected to assume 
a low-profile approach to 
foreign policy issues while 
focusing more attention on 
foe needs of their constituen- 
cies. 

“But that is no consola- 
tion.” said a former senior 
official. “Democracy has to 
take its course and the gov- 
ernment has to go through 
the paces of placing every 
issue on foe table in parlia- 
ment and let foe people's 
representatives decide.” 

“Behind-the-scene deals 
have to be and will be made 
between the government and 
deputies, but then that is foe 
norm of democracy,” he 
added. 

Netanyahu 

(Continued from page 1) 

it thinks it can push the Arabs 
into renouncing their land and 
rights,” he said, adding that 
the Jewish state “has never 
demonstrated it was bound to 
die principles of the peace pro- 
cess," set by the Madrid con- 
ference of October 1991. 


Syria holding out to secure its own terms for peace 


From Michael Jansen 
in Damascus 

WHILE ASKING Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin to pat forward "new 
ideas” to break the dead- 
lock in negotiations with 
Syria. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton offered Israel in- 
creased technological and 
military aid to encourage 
Israel to take “risks for 
peace.” Mr. Clinton has done 
this because, he. as the major 
sponsor of the peace process, 
cannot, personally, take (he 
risk in terms of public percep- 
tion of a major foreign policy 
failure which the collapse of 
peace process would entail. 
The Syria as and Israelis have 
reached agreement on 
sovereignty over the (kilan 
and security arrangements. 

two out of the three issues on 
which they have been nego- 
tiating. Their bilateral talks 
have been stalled on the third 
issue, (he extent of Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied 
Syrian territory. 

It is not "new ideas” which 
would break the deadlock, 
hut meeting Syria's tradition- 
al demand that Israel commit 
itself lo "full withdrawal” 
from lire (iolan. Syria has 
will that it would not he 
prepared to resume hiialcral 
negotiations in Washington 
unless "progress" on this 
issue is guaranteed by the 


U.S. 

This commitment, asserted 
a Syrian spokesman, must 
come directly from Israel and 
be made public. A covert 
Israeli commitment to recog- 
nise Syrian “sovereignty" 
over the whole of the Golan 
made in a letter from Mr. 
Rabin and. allegedly, handed 
to Syrian President Hafez A] 
Assad last month by U.S. 
Slate Department coordina- 
tor Dennis Ross did not 
break the impasse over the 
issue of the extent of Israeli 
withdrawal. But the fact that 
Israel was prepared to con- 
cede sovereignty encouraged 
the Syrians to stand firm on 
withdrawal. They believe 
they have a very strong card 
to play in the bilateral nego- 
tiations game because talks 
cannot resume without them. 
Neither lxhanon. under Sy- 
rian protection, nor Jordan 
would attend without Syria. 

Israel has been reluctant to 
make the necessary commit- 
ment on wilhdrnw.il because 
Mr. Rabin claims the Israeli 
people must "digest” the 
PI .(>- Israel self-government 
accords signed in September. 
Popular support from the 
accords has. reportedly, 
dropped from over 60 to 39 
per cent in the eight weeks 
since the signing on the 
While House lawn. Syria, 
said a source in Damascus, 
understood Israel's position 


but was impatient because 
there was no question in the 
Madrid formula of postpone- 
ment of negotiations so one 
side or the other could 
“digest” concessions made in 
implementation of resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. 

While making no public 
commitment. Israel has re- 
portedly. submitted to Syria a 
map showing the lines to 
which its army would with- 
draw in stages. But the final 
frontier would leave the 
Golan's water sources under 
Israeli control, a proposition 
which Damascus could not 
accept. 

A Syrian source said that 
the whole regional peace pro- 
cess would turn on the ques- 
tion of water resources, in 
Syria. Jordan. Palestine and 
1 Lebanon. Israel could not 
dominate these resources or 
be allowed to take what it 
wanted at the expense of its 
neighbours. There had to be 
equitable sharing of the wa- 
ter. 

The source also stated that 
Syria would not permit Tur- 
key to pipe water, which the 
Syrians considered to be their 
share from the headwaters of 
the Euphrates, across Syrian 
territory to Israel, an item 
believed to be on the agenda 
of Turkish Foreign Minister 
llikmcl Cctlin, during his 
current visit to the Jewish 
state. 


On the third item on the 
Syrian-lsraeli agenda — 
security arrangements — 
agreement is said to have 
been reached some time ago 
on an international peace 
force which would be under 
U.N. auspices but comprised 
mainly of U.S. troops with 
smaller contingents from 
European and, perhaps. 
A fro- Asian countries. 

Although Syria can afford 
to wait for a diplomatic 
breakthrough in the bilateral 
talks. Damascus is fearful 
that Israel could, in the abs- 
ence of a settlement, launch a 
military campaign 1 against 
Lebanon on a pretext pro- 
vided by the pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah militia or Palestinian 
dissidents based in the Syrian 
capital. Israel's latest bom- 
bardment of southern Leba- 
non. driving out more than 
300.000 of its inhabitants, 
occasioned serious grumbling 
in Beirut about Damascus' 
apparent inability to protect 
Lebanon from Israeli military 
action and reduced Damas- 
cus' political credibility. To 
prevent a repeat of the bom- 
bardments. Syria has. accord- 
ing to a diplomatic infor- 
mant. blocked Iranian ship- 
ments of armaments to Hiz- 
bollah and curbed the activi- 
ties of the 10 Islamist and 
leftist Palestinian factions 
under its control. Hizbollah 
seemed to he responding to 


Syrian and Lebanese con- 
cerns. Hizbollah Secretary 
General Sayed Hassan Nas- 
rallah told Robert Fisk of foe 
Independent last week that 
once Israel withdrew from 
foe occupation zone m South 
Lebanon, the movement 
would disband its militia and 
cease attacks against Israel. 
This amounted to abandon- 
ment of Hizbollah’s policy of 
"liberating" the whole of 
Palestine, especially Jeru- 
salem. from Israeli rule. 

While going along with foe 
peace process, in which it 
does not quite believe. Syria 
has begun to build a coalition 
including Hizbollah. Palesti- 
nian dissidents grouped in the 
National Democratic Isla- 
mic Front.” Iran and Iraq to 
counter what the Syrians see 

as an emerging alliance be- 
ween fo e PLO. Israel and 
tgypt- A diplomat said that 
Damascus wanted Jordan to 
Jbm this coalition as well 
The Syrians believe that a 
tripartite alliance between 
Israel. Egypt and the PLO 
could enable Israel, through 
S; Ara J to dominate 

*„*, e " tire re P on politically 
and economically if there 

ICrveilmg grouping jn the 

* s >^ an ministe- 
na delegation, reportedly 


Editor fired for 
wrong report of 
queen mom's deal 

LONDON (AP) X. 
videotape editor has 
job after he started a ciuj 
events that led to an 
television station btoadt» 

— erroneously — 
queen mother had dJoj ' 
News said the unhfemified, 
ployee was fired from 
Friday after he misttoii-. 

port, being prepared u, ( 
the 93-year-old Taovfc 
Queen Elizabeth H 
die, for the real thin*. 1 
News spokeswoman 
man said the station haft 
carrying out foe standard™ 
edure common to aH bro&tfc 
ters of preparing an ob&n 
“A staff member overbe 
what was going on,” shea 
The employee telephoned 
mother in Australia and t 
her the queen mother ') 
died. His mother called 1 
local Australian ratfio stat 
which broadcast the ne 
which was then picked upb 
national Australian TV « 
tion. The false report i 
broadcast to thousands of, 
strati an viewers. l The faett 
any news organisation co 
carry a story of this ma&fa 
without corroboration is fimt 
able journalism ” said 
Frykberg of Sky News, it} 
ring to the Australian tek 
sion's broadcast. Cham 
Seven in Sydney apdon 
within minutes after rcali 
its mistake. Nothing a 
broadcast on Sky, Ms. Oat 
said. 

German magazine 
to use human 
blood as ink 

BONN (AP) — A proimm 
newspaper is using wome 
blood as ink in its tnagaa 
section next week to denotn 
violence against women i 
foe war in Yugoslavia. 7 
nsual red headline on foe co 
of Sueddeutsche Zeita 
magazine, based in Mua 
will be replaced in next F 
day's edition with a blood dc 
ated by eight women. 7 
headline will read “I by 
women are dying.” “I wav 
to do something as shocking 
the issue itself, said Amos 
artist Jenny Holzer, whtM 
signed the cover. The eat 
will appear on the magma 
annual edition devoted to a 

Sukarno’s widow 
fires back at 
critics of photos : 

JAKARTA (AFP) — M 
widow of former Preside 
Sukarno fired back at Indty 
sians who have criticised \ 
for posing nude for a pktofc 
book, saying they should i 
stead find the courage to aj 
rise “those who are priviw 
foe country.” Dewi Solon 
53, foe former first ladjvti 
AFP the Indonesian goto 
meat, which has threateoed 
revokc her nationality, tad 
reason to do so. On Thors* 
the day after Mrs. Snknsj 
arrival here, foe govern* 
banned a book of nude ptot 
of her and warned tbnwgM 
, Indonesian News 'Age*' 
Aptara, that people *wto h- 
mirch the name of the cood 
abroad can lose {*« 
nationality." Mrs. Snfc® 
countered: "I would hope | 
them that they would bej§\ 
i enough!., to express 
selves more freely for s®! ’ 
important things- “Thfl* 1 . 
certain people... who | • 
va rising this country. 
nothing they don’t owsu" v 
said. ' 

Reporters stake 
out London clinic 
in search of Jack* 

LONDON (AP) — A p** 1 
psychiatric clinic has bee® 
sieged by reporters } 
rumours that missing supd 
Michael Jackson is rtf* 1 
treatment there. Jacktf». 
not been seen' in public * 
he cut short his DanPl 
world concert tour F«® 
saying he plans to get 
ment for an addiction to P*) 
itiers. News reports say h* 
left Mexico City for WJ 
and. possibly. Switzenf 
where his friend, actre^ 
zabefo Taylor, owns a <g 
Staff at. London's esxv 
Chaner Clinic is upM 
chelsea. which provides i 
rehabilitation treatment. 1 
reticent Saturday night, 'a 
not confirm or denyj 
Michael Jackson is intaj 
nic." intake nur...i. ; 

caithly told an Asso^j 
Press photographer. Ghj 
at reporters gathered oe*j 
clinic's entrance. Ms. Pj^t 
ly. who handles patina * 
sons, added with a smile,, 
sorry this is giving voo 
such a long night.” ’ 




